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ALGERIA 


ALGERIAN-TUNISIAN BILATERAL COOPERATION VIEWED 
LD171745 Algiers APS in English 1425 GMT 17 Mar 83 


[Text] Tunisia, 17 Mar (APS)--The Algero-Tunisian bilateral cooperation had 
been marked by a new boost of cooperation affirmed on many occasions by 
President Chadli's and President Habib Bourguiba's exchange of visits. 


Therefore, the visit in Tunisia from 17 to 22 January 1983 by Mr M'hamed Yala, 
Politburo member and Algerian home minister following the visit made by his 
Tunisian counterpart Mr Driss Guiga made it possible to proceed to a clear 
approach of the questions of common interests and the mutual respect of two 
peoples interests. The bases of acooperation mutually advantageous being 
clearly defined, it rested with the two countries’ experts to bend over the 
different documents of cooperation. In this respect, the latest visit in 
Algiers by the Tunisian Minister of National Economy Mr Abdelaziz Lasram, 

at the head of a high level delegation of technicians and the talks he had 
with many Algerian high officials, have started the widening of a bilateral 
cooperation in all the fields. During Mr Lasram sojorn in Algiers, a cader 
[as received] accord had been signed dealing with the industrial cooperation. 
A project of fiscal and [word indistinct] conventions as well as the modalities 
of settlement of financial operations between the two countries. 


Following these talks, an official report was signed by the two delegations 
and provides for the development of regions located on the frontiers of the 

two countries in economic, social, and cultural fields and underlined the two 
governments’ will to double up efforts with a view to reinforcing the bilateral 


cooperation. 


se] fas received] these proiects will be achieved and their production will be 


desigucd tc the two countries markets. 


In the meantime, the Algero-Tunisian Institute of Financing of the development 
created by the \lyero-Tunisian convention of 3 September 1981 was develcped. 

It is aimed ct developing the high capacities in the field of development and 
financing and more especially in the field of Arab world. [sentence as received] 


The cooperation between the two countries remains very perfectible. 


b- 

















"Tt is an action which will reinforce cooperation that the good neighbouring 
and the common history imposes on us," President Chadli said in his speech 


delivered on the occasion of 24 February. 


He also added "Thanks to the spirit of responsibility and awareness about the 
danger which threatens this our region, we feel it is necessary for us give 
(Algerian and Tunisians, to transcent all the marginal problems, in a boost 
towards cooperation and work together for a prosperous future)." [parentheses 


as received] 


cso: 4500/149 
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ALGERIA 


COMMUNIQUE ON ABDELGHANI'S CONGO VISIT 
PM092305 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 24 Feb 83 p 16 
(Unattributed report: "Giving Priority to Inter-African Cooperation" ] 


[Text] A joint Algerian-Congolese communique was published at the end of 
the friendly working visit which Mohamed Benahmed Abdelghani, member of 
the National Liberation Front [FLN] Party Politburo and prime minister of 
the democratic and popular Republic of Algeria, made to the People's 
Republic of the Congo 22 and 23 February 1983. 


The full text of this communique is as follows: 


At the invitation of his excellency Col Louis Sylvain Goma, member of the 
Congolese Labor Party [PCT] Politburo, prime minister, and government 

chief of the People’s Republic of the Congo, His Excellency Mohamed Benahmed 
Abdelghani, member of the FLN Politburo and prime minister of the democratic 
and popular Republic of Algeria, made a friendly working visit to the 
People's Republic of the Congo 22 and 23 February 1983. 


As soon as he arrived in Brazzaville the Algerian prime minister went to 
the Marien Ngouabi Mausoleum, where he laid a wreath. 


During his visit Algerian Prime Minister Mohamed Benahmed Abdelghani was 
given an audience by his excellency Col Denis Sassou-Nguesso, chairman of 
the PCT Central Committee, president of the republic, head of state and 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, to whom he handed a personal message 
from His Excellency Chadli Bendjedid, president of the democratic and 
popular Republic of Algeria and secretary general of the FLN Party. 


During his visit His Excellency Mohamed Benahmed Abdelghani had talks 
with Col Louis Sylvain Goma. 


These talks were attended by: 
On the Algerian side: 
—Ali Oubouzar, secretary of state for foreign trade; 


--Mohamed Lemkani, deputy speaker of the National People's Assembly; 
--Lt Col Mohamed Touil; 














-- Zineddine Sekfali, secretary general to the prime minister; 
--Amar Banghezal, principal secretary at the Foreign Ministry; 
-~-His Excellency Ahmed Bakhti, Algerian ambassador to the Congo; 
--Boudraa, department chief at the Foreign Ministry. 


On the Congolese side, by comrades: 


--Pierre Nze, member of the Politburo, head of the External Relations 
Department, minister of foreign affairs; 

--Rodolphe Adada, minister of mines and energy; 

--Jean Itadi, minister of industry and fishing; 

-~-Boniface Matingou, minister of tourism and environment ; 

--Thomas Dhello, the prime minister's principal private secretary; 

--Benjamin Bounkoulou, the Congo's ambassador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary to the democratic and popular Republic of Algeria. 


The talks between the two prime ministers took place in the atmosphere of 
friendship, solidarity and mutual understanding in keeping with the tradi- 
tional relations established between the Congolese and Algerian peoples, 
whose relations are based on the common struggle against colonialism, 
neocolonialism and imperialism and on their firm will to work to emancipate 
their respective countries by all means and in all spheres. 


Broad Algerian-Congolese exchanges of views enabled the two sides to conclude 
that the two countries’ internal development requires a strengthening of 
their bilateral relations and a clear view on international questions. 


Making a detailed analysis of their bilateral relations, the two prime 
ministers expressed satisfaction at their present development and reaffirmed 
their firm will to develop them further, convinced that inter-African 
cooperation should first implement the objectives and lines of action laid 
down by the OAU Charter, especially by giving priority to the exploitation 
of the entire African potential with a view to the development and emancipa- 
tion of the African continent's peoples. 


They took specific measures to give Algerian-Congolese relations an even 
broader dimension making it possible to further develop their constant 
exchanges in various political, economic, technical, scientific, commercial 


and sociocultural spheres. 


The two prime ministers examined the international situation both in Africa 
and in the rest of the world and noted with satisfaction the perfect identity 
of views on all the subjects discussed. 


Turning to the situation in Africa, the two prime ministers noted that the 
action of imperialism and neocolonialism in various regions of this 
continent are aimed at preventing Africa's total and definitive liberation 
and arousing and maintaining artificial tension among the African peoples 


engaged in tasks of national building. 











They strongly condemned all the maneuvers of imperialism and neocolonialism 
aimed at creating and maintaining zones of natural confrontation in coopera- 
tion among the African countries and at breaking the ties of sclidarity which 
unite them in keeping with the OAU Charter's principles and ideals. 


The two prime ministers noted with satisfaction that, despite all kinds of 
maneuvers, Africa is constantly winning major victories in the completion 
of its political independence and the determined realization of its economic 


independence. 


Turning to the situation in southern Africa, the two prime ministers 
reaffirmed their active and unswerving solidarity with the fraternal peoples 


of Namibia and South Africa. 


They condemned the maneuvers and stalling of the imperialist powers and the 
Pretoria racist regime which, in flagrant violation of the international 
community's decisions taken both in the United Nations and the OAU, are 
trying to delay the Namibian people's inevitable independence under the 
leadership of SWAPO, their sole legitimate representative. 


They demanded the immediate implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 
435 (1978) as a basis for a solution to the Namibian question likely to meet 


the Namibian people's legitimate aspirations. 


The two prime ministers strongly condemned the Pretoria regime's inhuman 
apartheid policy in South Africa and condemned the cowardly aggression which 
it constantly perpetrates against the frontline countries, especially the 
kingdom of Lesotho, the People's Republic of Angola and the People's 


Republic of Mozambique. 


The two prime ministers reiterated their unswerving support for South 
Africa's martyred people in their struggle to attain their inalienable 
rights to independence and national sovereignty. 


--Examining the situation in Chad, the two prime ministers expressed the 
desire to see the fraternal Chadian people regain peace, unity and national 
harmony with a view to national rebuilding 


--Examining the situation in northwest Africa, the two sides expressed 
their grave concern at the persistent tension and the risks of the West 
Sahar. conflict being internationalized through the intervention of non- 


African powers. 


--The two sides once again reiterated their unswerving support for the 
Saharan people and Polisario, their sole legitimate representative. 





--They expressed the view that only direct negotiations between the two 
sides in the conflict, namely, the SDAR and Morocco, are likely to make 
possible a final settlement of the West Sahara question. 











-~-Faced with the deadlock in the OAU as a result of the failure to hold 

the 19th summit of heads of state and government in the place and on the 
date initially planned, the two prime ministers reaffirmed their determina- 
tion to work to strengthen the OAU, which they regard as a preferential 
tool for attaining the objective of our continent's total and definitive 
liberation and for fighting for economic and cultural development for the 
African peoples and the establishment of an atmosphere of peace, security 
and harmony on the African continent. 


--The two sides paid particular attention to the Middle East crisis and, in 
this connection, they reaffirmed their constant and determined support for 
the Palestinian people's struggle under the leadership of the PLO, their 
sole legitimate representative, for the restoration of their inalienable 
rights, including their right to establish a sovereign and independent state. 


--They stressed that no just and lasting settlement can emerge from a signed 
agreement [presumably a reference to Camp David] and recalled that a real 
solution to the Middle East crisis must be comprehensive and include PLO 
participation, the satisfaction of the Palestinian people's fundamental 
rights and the unconditional withdrawal of the Zionist occupation forces 
from all the Arab territories, including Jerusalem. 


--The two sides stresse. their acute concern over the continuation of the 
conflict between Iraq anu Iran and expressed the view that this fratricidal 
war really weakens the anti-imperialist and anti-Zionist struggle in the 
Nonaligned Movement. 


Consequently they launch an urgent appeal to the two fraternal countries 
to end this fratricidal struggle by the peaceful path of negotiations in 
the spirit and according to the principles of the Nonaligned Movement. 


Reaffirming their unswerving attachment to the principles and objectives 

of nonalignment, the two sides stressed that this movement's policy is more 
than ever an irreplaceable factor in the struggle for the liberation and 
total emancipation of the peoples, the settlement of international problems, 
the promotion of international cooperation on the basis of equality, the 
safeguarding of peace and security in the world, the democratization of 
international relations and the establishment of a more equitable world 


economic order. 


The two prime ministers attached particular importance to questions of 
development and the reestablishment of international economic relations, 
stressing the fundamental role which the developing countries must play 
in establishing a new type of relations among the developing countries. 


While reaffirming their full support for the relevant UN General Assembly 
resolutions on the subject, they are still convinced that the strengthening 
of solidarity among the developing countries is a vital factor for estab- 
lishing their cooperation. To this end they reaffirmed their will to work 
tirelessly for collective autonomy and solidarity among the developing 


countries. 








Col Louis Sylvain Goma expressed his great satisfaction with the visit to 
the People's Republic of the Congo by the delegation headed by Prime 
Minister Mohamed Benahmed Abdelghani. 


On his own account, and on behalf of the delegation accompanying him, the 
Algerian prime mirister thanked the fraternal Congolese people and their 
leaders for the warm and fraternal welcome given to them during their stay 


in the People's Republic of the Congo. 


The two prime ministers consider that this visit made an effective contri- 
bution to consolidating the ties of friendship, fraternity and cooperation 
among the two states and to strengthening inter-African solidarity. 


Prime Minister Mohamed Benahmed Abdelghani invited his excellency Col Louis 
Sylvain Goma to make a friendly visit to the democratic and popular Republic 


of Algeria. 


Prime Minister Louis Sylvain Goma accepted that invitation with pleasure. 
The date of the visit will be decided through diplomatic channels. 


cso: 4500/138 














ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


ALGERIA, CONGO COOPERATION ACCORD--Algiers, 19 Mar (APS)--Mr Ali O'bouzar, 
state secretary to external trade, and Mr Henri Djombo, Congolese minister of 
waters and forests, signed on Thursday in their quality as co-presidents of the 
Algero-Congolese Joint Commission, accord over the works of the fourth session 
of this commission. The co-presidents, Mr Djombo underlined that the official 
proceeding could reinforce the bilateral relation in the reciprocal interest 

of the two countries in conformity with the political will of the two heads of 
state. The accord deals with commercial exchanges, the cultural and technical 
cooperation and the ending of creation of the Algero-Congolese company of 
exploitation of wood at the level of commercial exchanges. The two sides 
examined the list of products able to be exchanged between the two countries, 
especially russet sugar and molasses. In field of cultural and technical 
cooperation it dealt with granting scholarships for average and higher training, 
as well as organization of instruction and exchange of experience. As concerns 
the ending of the Algero-Congolese company of wood, the two sides examined 

the setting up of the companies status whose objective consists in commerciali- 
zation and exploitation of wood especially to supply the national market. The 
company of wood was created in 1982 in Algiers. The constitutive will meet 

in the near future in Brazzaville to set up structures and the starting of 

the company's works. [Text] [LD191156 Algiers APS in English 1004 GMT 19 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4500/149 








EGYPT 


"ROSE AL-YUSUF' CRITICIZES PLO'S POLICIES 
PM190001 Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 14 Mar 83 pp 11-13 


[Article by ‘Abd al-Sattar al-Tawilah: "Palestinian Playing With Fire: Illusions 
of Separating Egyptian Political Leadership From the Egyptians" ] 


[Text] When a certain political power calls for cooperation and coordination 
with "the nationalist, democratic and popular" forces of a certain country, thus 
ignoring the ruling regime in it, in political terms this means that the regime 
in the country in question is neither nationalist, nor democratic, nor popular. 
Consequently, nothing good is to be expected from it by addressing any appeal 

to it and, therefore, the nationalist, democratic and popular forces should be 


addressed. 


In contemporary Egyptian history we are accustomed to hearing such appeals and 
calls as we did under the monarchist regime when the "nationalist forces" were 
struggling to overthrow the regime. 


We also heard such calls during the first 3 years of Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir's rule 
when the local and international left and all the world democratic forces wrongly 
labeled the 23 July Revolution as a "fascist military dictatorship that should be 


overthrown."' 


We also heard this in the recent past, in the last 5 years of the late President 
Anwar al-Sadat's era when certain Arab regimes and Arab parties, including the 
PLO, considered al-Sadat's regime traitorous and subservient and called on the 
Egyptian nationalist forces to overthrow it. 





This was not new as far as the PLO's attitude toward Egypt was concerned. During 
the era of Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir, the Arab nation's undisturbed leader then, the 
PLO marshalled demonstrations in Amman and Beirut carrying ‘Abd al-Nasir's 

coffin and shouting for his death and downfall because he "submitted to the 
imperialist and Zionist will" by accepting the Rogers Plan which proved to be 
better than any Arab or U.S. plan or initiative. 


A few months later the PLO was appealing to ‘Abd al-Nasir to rush to rescue 
it from the Amman massacre. 'Abd al-Nasir responded and he was the only savior 
at the 1970 Cairo conference. 

















We thought that the experience of the past 30 years or more, particularly the 
recent experience of Lebanon, had matured the Palestinian people's leaders, 
especially the PLO, their sole legitimate representative, and driven them toward 
pursuing a scientific course in facing situations and events, for the scientific 
course is the revolutionary course and if a revolution deviates from such a 
course it will inevitably fail unless the revolutionaries awaken and rescue it. 


But it appears that history is repeating itself, though in different ways. There 
is no better evidence of this than some of the resolutions of the 16th Palestine 
National Council [PNC] recently held in Algiers. 


Ine of those resolutions said that "the council confirms its rejection of the 
Camp David accords and all the plans for automony and civilian administration 
associated with them. Out of the beiief in the role of Egypt and its great 
people the council affirms its stand on the side of the struggle of the Egyptian 
people and their nationalist forces to end the Camp David policy so that Egypt 
will return to its struggle position in the heart of our Arab nation." 


The council resolutions frankly draw this line between the Egyptian people and 
their political command in that they call for "developing the PLO's relations 
with the Egyptian nationalist, democratic and popular forces which are resisting 
the normalization of relations with the Zionist enemy in various forms of view 
of the fact that this expressed the Arab nation's basic interests and bolsters 
the Palestinian people's struggle for their national rights." 


The PNC added: "The council calls on the Executive Committee to define the 
relations with the Egyptian regime on the basis of its abandoning Camp David..." 


This is an open refusal to cooperate with the Egyptian regime that has allegedly 
abandoned the struggle for the basic interests of the Arab nation and the 
Palestinian people unless the regime abandons the Camp David accords. Meanwhile, 
the PNC calls for and weicomes cooperation and coordination only with the 
Egyptian people's nationalist and democratic forces. 


There is no doubt that the Egyptian people gaped with astonishment at such 
strange statements that are far from the truth. 


Only a few months or weeks ago the Egyptians used to see and hear about Egypt's-- 
that is the Egyptian regime 's--exhausting efforts to save the Palestinian 
resistance from Beirut massacre and even save leader Yasir ‘Arafat himself from 

a treacherous Zionist assassination plot. 


The Egyptians have heard and read about Israeli protests over Egypt's suspension 
of some 50 normalization agreements and the withdrawal of the Egyptian ambassador 
from Tel Aviv in protest at the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 


The Egytpians also heard about and read the telegrams from Yasir ‘Arafat and 
other resistance leaders to the Egyptian political leadership urging it to exert 
further efforts and thanking it for what it had done for their sake. 


The Egytpians saw and heard about some of the resistance leaders meeting with 
senior Egyptian officials, including Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Butrus Ghali, First 














Foreign Undersecretary Dr Usamah al-Baz the head of the president's Political 
Bureau. 


After the resistance and its soldiers were saved from under the guillotine's 
blade the fighters went to rest in camps. Some of them gathered in Algiers 

at the PNC conference and had with them 125 observers from 100 countries. 
Everybody was jubilant and making victory signs with their fingers. The heads 
of some of them turned and they were overcome with enthusiasm and so spoke 

in a manner entirely inconsistent with reality and the scientific approach. 
They described the PLO contacts with and appeals to the Egyptian political 
leadership and the efforts of this leadership as sume kind of mutual political 
opportunism and that the aim was to "create a pretty facade called Egyptian- 
Palestinian relations." They even aescribed some of the senior Egyptian 
officials who opened their door and welcomed the PLO representatives as Egyptian 


persons "of no significance." 


Is there a sensible discussion? Are these polite words? Is opportunism denying 
the role of others in rescuing a certain person? There was a time when the efforts 
of Egypt and indeed of the whole civilized world concentrated on restoring water 
and electricity supplies and providing relief to the wounded in besieged and 

heroic Beirut. The resistance leaders were appealing to the conscience of the 
whole of mankind and were daily sending telegrams to the "Egyptian regime." 


But now as they rest on comfortable chairs and puff luxurious Cuban cigars their 
language has become different. What is this called in the language of morals 


and politics? 


But, as we said before, the Palestinian revolution had often deviated from the 
scientific course in dealing with political situations. There is no better 
proof of this than the fact that a large number of them [Palestinian leaders] 
if not all of them stood up at the council forum to describe with loud voices 
what happened in Beirut last summer as a victory for the Palestinian revolution 
while it was an utter defeat. 


We are not here to analyze the causes of this defeat. But we would like to 
advise the Palestinian resistance against the danger and even the futility 

of this language, the language of trying to separate the Egyptian political 
leadership from the Egyptian people. This separation is found only in the 
imagination of some people. The Egyptian people whom the council is blatantly 
inciting against its leadership never opposed the Camp David accords and the 
peace treaty. 


We have said a thousand times to the gentlemen strugglers who live in the 
illusions and mist of "the total Egyptian popular resistance and opposition 

to the peace treaty": come and see for yourself and discuss with the Egyptian 
people. You will find them fully supporting Camp David and the peace treaty. 


Events and developments and Arab stand in recent years have increased the 
Egyptian people's approval of these agreements. We will here cite some examples: 
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All the Arabs, be it at the Baghdad, Tunis or Fes conferences, have agreed on 
the principle of negotiations and not war as a means for solving the Middle 
East problem, which is a confirmation of the Egyptian stand. Therefore, since 
we agree on the principle of negotiations it does not matter whether these 
negotiations take place in Egypt, Baghdad or Tel Aviv or who takes the 
initiative to conduct such negotiations. 


The resolutions of the recent summit conference and, prior to that, Fahd's 
initiative admitted the existence of the State of Israel and defined steps 
which are very close, though not quite the same as, the provisions of Camp David 


accords. 


The Arab leaders who reject Israel's existence most have recently accepted this 
existence. The Egyptians have read Saddam Husayn's statement in which he said 
there is not a single Arab leader who wants to eliminate Israel. 


Egypt invited the Arabs of the confrontation states--Syria, Jordan and the PLO-- 
to a conference in Cairo in 1978 together with the United States and the 

Soviet Union in order to negotiate a solution for the problem but they refused 

to attend. It is they who are fully responsible for this rejection and not Egypt. 
The solution of the Egyptian national problem cannot be suspended until the other 
parties discover the mistake of their policy, say after 5 years. 


The Egyptians saw Israel invading Lebanon, besieging the Palestinian resistance 
and massacring the Lebanese and Paiestinian peoples. They also saw Israel 
striking at and destroying the Syrian missile wall and downing Syrian planes 
while the Syrians strongly refused to fight in defense of Lebanon which they 
are occupying or e.en in defense of themselves. 


All the rejectionist Arabs have refused to lift a finger against the aggression 
and one Arab leader even called on the resistance to commit suicide. 


The Egyptians, therefore, became quite certain that the policy of their political 
leadership was quite sound and that the Arabs are reaping the fruits of their 
rejection of Egypt's policy for solving the conflict and also of their resolutions 


to isolate Egypt and exclude it from the Arab League. 


Perhaps someone would ask: Why did Egypt not fight in defense of the Palestinians? 
The Egyptians have almost unanimously rejected war without any effort by the 
political leadership to make them do so because the ordinary Egyptian has seen 

tat the Egyptian policy of resolving the conflict through negotiations after 

tne October War is the only sound and fruitful policy. It is the policy that 

the Arabs have rejected and so they cannot impose a war on us for which they 

are jointly responsible. Had they followed Egypt's course of negotiations the 
situation in the area would have changed completely. 


And last, but not least, the Egyptians have seen the fruits of their leadership's 
policy materializing in the recovery of their usurped land. Any Egyptian 

writer, even if he may be in the extreme opposition, today feels free of the 
nightmare of the Israeli occupation of his land since Sinai has been liberated. 
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As for the Camp David accords which the Palestinian resistance leaders are 
asking us to abrogate, do they realize that the only meaning of abrogating 
those accords is giving Israel the excuse to declare war on us and trv to 
reoccupy Sinai? 


Israel will be justified before the whole world because states cannot renege 
on their written commitments to other states. 


Iraq's attempt to renege on the 1975 agreement [with Iran] is one example for 
you to see. 


We the Egyptian people simply do not want war but want peace, which the treaty 
with Israel has achieved and which has stopped the waste of blood and money. 


Nevertheless, we are resisting and shall resist any Israeli oppression by 
various means. And just as we have sought to solve our problem through negotia- 
tions we will seek to solve the Palestinian, Syrian and Jordanian people's 
problem by the same means. It is inconceivable, after our negotiations and 
peaceful method has succeeded in solving our problem, to have recourse to the 
method of war for the sake of our Arab brothers who seem to want to fight to the 
last Egyptian soldier. 


The Autonomy 


We realize that the second part of Camp David, which concerns the Palestinian 
problem, has not been implemented. But why do the PLO leaders ignore the reason 
for its nonimplementation? Is it not because Egypt insists that autonomy is the 
road to self-determination for the Palestinian people? 


Did not the Israelis describe Egypt's view of autonomy as meaning a Palestinian 
state without calling it so and, therefore, stuck to their own views? 


Egypt did not forsake Palestinian rights and did not accept the Israeli view and, 
therefore, broke off the negotiations. 


Therefore, why is this big uproar about Camp David and autonomy? If the 
Palestinians or any other Arab country have a different route we in Egypt do not 
and will not object to it. We have welcomed Fahd's initiative, the Fes initiative 
and even Reagan's initiative, whose positive and negative aspects we pointed out. 


Camp David is not an idol to be worshipped. It is what the Egyptian negotiator 
has been able to achieve after all the knights have fled from the field. Remember 
once again the golden opportunity that you lost by rejecting the 1978 Cairo 
conference. If there is anybody who can achieve more we give him all our moral 


and material support. 


[t is strange that while the PNC was acting "tough" with Egypt and was insulting 
the Egyptian regime in a vain attempt to drive a wedge between the regime and 

» nationalist, democratic and popular forces in Egypt we find it adopting 

ft stands toward the others: 














It left the door ajar to Reagan's initiative despite the fact it has condemned 
it, and gave leader Yasir ‘Arafat freedom of action and maneuver. 


It accepted the Fes resolution, which mean implicit recognition of the State 
of Israel. 


It accepted the principle of negotiations. 


It accepted the principle of confederation with Jordan, the principle which 
late President Anwar al-Sadat previously proposed and which was rejected. 


We approve of these resolutions because they are a return to or rapprochement 

with the sound and realistic line pursued by the Egyptian political leadership. 
But what we do not understand is this playing with fire where the Egyptian 
leadership is concerned, the leadership that all the Egyptians rally around and 
support of their own free will. Any political observer can see that the political 
leadership in Egypt exchanges views with the opposition party leaders and that 

the opposition press is free in discussing and criticizing all statements by 


officials, even at the top. 


We hope and we wish that the Palestinian resistance, the noblest product of the 
Palestinian people's struggle, will not repeat its recurring and periodical 


mistakes against Egypt. 


Egypt has been and still is the strongest Arab power; it has protected and fought 
for the sake of the Palestinian people in the past, it is doing so at present 
and will do so in the future. 


Its hands are not stained with the blood of Palestinians in Amman, Tall al-Za'tar 
and Beirut. It has not tried to interfere with or infiltrate the various 
Palestinian factions in order to use them as means of pressure and tools of 


terror or as pawns. 


Experience has proved that any political power that pursues a wrong policy 
against Egypt will only be banging its head against a rock. 


The Palestinian resistance must learn the significance of Egypt's efforts to 
rescue it when it was in a predicament in Lebanon despite the resistance's 
campaign against Egypt and its policy even until the very day before the Israeli 
invasion. This means that Egypt adopts an objective and national stand that 

rises above trivialities. If some people today deny this honorable stand and 
describe it as opportunism, it is out of political shortsightedness and insistence 
on a policy of running after empty and demagogic slogans. We hope the PLO leader- 
ship will abandon this policy and will realize that it is doomed to fail a 
thousand times along with its attempt to separate the present Egyptian political 
leadership and "the nationalist, democratic and popular forces." 


As we said, the scientific course is the revolutionary course. Some of the 
Palestinian leaders direlvy need to see that course and follow it. 
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EGYPT 


"AL-SHA'B" CRITICIZES MUBARAK OVER PLO 
PM182125 Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Mar 83 pp 18, 19 
(Article by Fathi Radwan: "Why All This Anger?"] 


[Excerpts] I have never seen President Husni Mubarak as angry as he was the 
day he met with his party's unit chiefs from a number of lower Egypt governorates. 
You may not believe me but I was happy with that anger, not because what makes 
him angry pleases me but because his anger loosened his tongue and made his 
speech flow in a way signaling that he will eventually have his own eloquent 
style which is a basic prerequisite of the leadership to which we nominate him, 
not only for Egypt but for all the Arabs. 


In brief, I liked the president's anger and his flowing speech in reply to the 
PLO statement and his cry that there are 45 million patriots in Egypt, despite 
the fact that the cause of his anger was that the PLO statement labeled those 

who went to Algiers as the patriotic forces and, on the grounds of differentia- 
tion, gave the impression that all others were not patriots. This is utterly 
inconsistent with the truth. Those who went to Algiers from Egypt were not a 
delegation. They did not describe themselves as such. In fact they said nothing 


at all. 


The Egyptians who went to Algiers and attended the meetings of the Palestine 
National Council [PNC] were guests. They were not a delegation and neither 
individually nor collectively did they claim that they were Egyptians. None of 
them said anything that could be construed as criticism of the government or 
its policies. 


The statement which upset the government, prompted the Foreign Ministry's 
official spokesman to make a statement and brought on President Mubarak's sharp 
and also warm remarks had not been shown to the Egyptians who went to Algiers 
and they had not been consulted or asked to comment on it. 


In the final analysis, that statement did not contain anything to justify all 
that fury manifest in what has been said and written about it. It is undoubtedly 
innocent of the charge of intent to foment sedition and divide the Egyptian 
people and of the charge of PLO interference in Egypt's domestic affairs. 














The statement's description of the opposition as the patriotic forces was not 
meant to give the impression that patriotism applied exclusively to the opposi- 
tion and that everyone else lacked nationalist feelings. It was perhaps con- 
sidered less obstrusive and more courteous to use the phrase nationalist 

forces instead of opposition in the statement. 


The Palestinians, who believe that the Camp David agreement is an obstacle 
standing in the way of their freedom and preventing the fulfillment of their 
national aspirations, should not be blamed by anyone if they feel closer to 

the Egyptians who oppose this agreement and who are endeavoring to free Egypt 
from it. This is natural and cannot be denied by any truthful person. It 

is neither unusual nor a departure from is customary among nations. [as printed] 


If in their statement the Palestinians attacked the Camp David agreement, it 
was even less than the least they were expected to do. What they said in their 
statement fell short of what this false agreement deserves because it harmed 
Egypt more than it harmed the Arabs and its detriment continues and wil! 
undoubtedly increase with time. 


If the Palestinians and the opposition share the same opinion of the Camp David 
agreement, the Palestinians had a right to mention this identity of views. They 
were not wrong to wish the opposition success in its war against the Camp David 
agreement. Nobody has a right to regard this PLO attitude as interference in 
Egyptian domestic affairs unless we allow ourselves to commit a similar mistake 
and to say that the Egyptian Government interfered in Palestinian affairs without 
their authorization and spoke on their behalf on matters which did’ not concern it. 


Al-Sadat maintained that the October War was the last war but this prediction 
or prophecy has been proven to be wrong. After the peace initiative the worst, 
ugliest and deadliest war for every Palestinian, Lebanese and Arab broke out 

in Lebanon. 


There is no doubt that every Arab wants to avenge the numerous defeats suffered 
by the Egyptians and the Arabs beginning with the 1948 war and ending with the 
1973 victorv which soon lost all meaning of victory and became a major defeat. 


The Arabs are, therefore, in dire need of revenge for all these humiliations 
and this is why they want the Egyptian army to prepare for a war against 
Israel, enemy of the Arabs, and to inflict on it a defeat equal to the pain, 
grief and wounds we suffered for 40 years. That is why the Egyptian army was 
mentioned in the PLO's statement. The statement did not incite the army against 
the government. It incited the army against Israel and urged it to prepare and 
get ready for a war of liberation that would not only give us back Sinai and 
Tabah but also the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. This seems to be impossible 
now but it is an attainable aspiration if the Arabs get together, organize 
themselves, arm and train their armies well, show good will, declare open 
antagonism to the United States and strengthen their relations with their 


natural friends. 
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What really pained us and added to our sorrow. and disappointment was 

President Mubarak's excessive reference to Egypt's favors in his fierce 
criticism of the PLO. Egypt is too great to speak of favors to the Palestinians 
who have just come out of one of the worst crises after the Beirut catastrophe 
and the Sabra and Shatila massacres. They are displaced and dispersed people 
in need of consolation and sympathy to ease their burden and give them hope. 
They do not need to be told that we have given refuge in Egypt to 40,000 of 
them. There are only 40,000 Palestinians and we share the responsibility for 
their plight because it was an Egyptian commander who led the Jordanian and 
Palestinian forces in the 1967 war and he continued to be in command until 
Gaza and the West Bank were lost. It is therefore our duty to embrace those 
homeless people in silence. We have broken with Egyptian and Arab tradition 
by severely blaming the Palestinian people who should not be held responsible 


for what the PLO says. 


These are just ideas triggered off by what has been said here in Egypt by 
official circles and by the government's newspapers. We express them with 
good will without meaning to create hostility or contaminate the atmosphere 
between us and the leadership on which we still pin our hopes. 
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EGYPT 


MALDIVIAN PRESIDENT ADDRESSES AL-AZHAR CEREMONY 
“C 191958 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 0908 GMT 19 Mar 83 


[Speech by Maldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom at al-Azhar University 
in Cairo on the occasion of the millennium anniversary of al-Azhar--live] 


[Excerpts] In the name of God, the Merciful and the Compassionate! 


Your Excellency Muhammad Husni Mubarak, president of the Arab Republic of Egypt; 
His Eminence al-Azhar Grand Imam Shaykh ‘Ali Jad al-Haqq; my venerable master, 
His Eminence Dr Muhammad al-Tayyib al-Najjar, the dean of al-Azhar University; 
members of the Islamic Research Academy. Peace and God's mercy and blessings 

be upon you. On this h’storic and glorious day I am very happy at the great honor 
given to me by the members of the delegations who have been invited to this great 
conference from various parts of the globe to represent them and deliver an 
address on their behalf on this great occasion--the opening of this great 
scientific festival which is being held to celebrate the millennium anniversary 
of the exalted al-Azhar, which is one of the oldest universities in the world. 
Al-Azhar is known for its continuous and enlightened struggle in the fields of 
‘science, literature and culture. It has carried the message of Islam since 

its establishment on the land of dear Egypt. 


Gentlemen, I seize this great opportunity to laud the good fraternal relations be- 
tween my country, the Maldive Republic, and the Arab Republic of Egypt, the 
country of the exalted al-Azhar. These relations have become strong, particularly 
since the current government took over control in my country. Many Maldivian sons 
who have graduated from the various colleges of the al-Azhar University and other 
Egyptian universities have now assumed high leading posts in the Maldives. 


The convening of this scientific seminar within the framework of the Islamic 
Research Academy conference on the occasion of the al-Azhar millennium anniversary 
is rightly considered to be an Islamic requirement made necessary by the circum- 
Stances surrounding the Islamic world today. The Palestinians are still displaced 
without a homeland, their rights are still usurped and the Israeli attacks on them 
continue dav and night. A bloody war is raging between Iraq and Iran. There are 
aggressions against the Muslims in Afghanistan, Eritrea, Lebanon and in other 
countries in the East and West. These and others form many of the Muslims’ prob- 
lems. They require serious and loyal thinking by Muslim leaders to decide on the 
path of deliverance for these peoples from their ordeals and the injustices they 
are suffering from. These leaders should seek solutions in Islamic values and 
principles, which obligate us to resort to God and his messenger regarding 

every matter in our lives. 
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BRIEFS 


TANZANIAN OFFICIAL VISITS--Cairo, 20 Mar (MENA)--President Muhammad Husni Mubarak 
received this morning at al-Qubbah Palace Tanzanian Vice President Mwinyi Aboud 
Jumbe, who arrived in Cairo yesterday to take part in celebrations marking the 
al-Azhar millennium. The meeting was attended by Tanzanian ambassador in Cairo 
Abdullah Suedi. Following the meeting, the Tanzanian vice president said it was 
a good opportunity for him to meet with President Mubarak to exchange views 

with him on several current topics and issues. This is because Egypt and 
Tanzania have been linked by strong relations for a long time. [Text] [NC200851 
Cairo MENA in Arabic 0805 GMT 20 Mar 83] 


MUBARAK PERFORMS FRIDAY PRAYERS--Cairo, 18 Mar (MENA)--President Husni Mubarak 
performed Friday prayers at al-Azhar mosque at noon today, thus inaugurating 
celebrations to be held on the occasion of al-Azhar millennium. President 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom of Maldive, who arrived here yesterday to attend 

al-Azhar celebrations, grand sheikh of al-Azhar Sheykh Jad al-Haq ‘Ali Jad al-Haq 
and more than 250 Islamic personalities performed the prayers as well. 

Premier Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din, the deputy premiers, the speakers of the Shura 
[Consultative] Council and the people's assembly performed the prayers with the 
oresident at al-Azhar as well. Grand Sheikh of al-Azhar Jad al-Haq then addressed 
the congregation and urged Moslems to stem war between them. In his sermon 

Grand Sheikh of al-Azhar said that wars will only weaken the Islamic nation 

and urged Moslem ulamas to exert efforts to rally the Islamic ranks. Following 
the prayers President Mubarak shook hands with heads of the Islamic delegation 
attending and then left the mosque. [Text] [NC181210 Cairo MENA in English 

1130 GMT 18 Mar 83] 

















SUDAN 


AMERICAN-SUDANESE COMPANY FOR OIL PROSPECTING ESTABLISHED 
Khartoum SUNA in English No 4394, 7 Feb 83 pp 1-2 


[Text] Khartoum, Feb. 7, (SUNA)--An agreement was Saturday signed between 
the Military Economic Corporation and the American Blocker Energy Corpora- 
tion for the establishment of a Sudanese-American company for oil prospec- 
tion to be known as the African Drilling Company Ltd. 


The capital of the new company amounts to 300 million dollars and the com- 
pany shall have 54 petroleum drilling machines equipped with the latest 
devices for digging in swampy and dry areas in the Sudan and outside. 


The company will lease its machines to the oil companies having concessions 
in Sudan. 


Blocker is engaged in similar assignments in the United States, Canada, 
Venezuela, Peru, Tanzania, Saudi Arabia and Oman. It also entered into 
contracts with Chevron Company in the United States, announced the Company's 


Board Chairman Mr. Blocker. 


He further announced that the new company will be run by a board of four 
Americans and two Sudanese and one of the Sudanese will be the company's 
president. The company will train Sudanese cadres in U.S. universities and 
will Sudanize the whole staff and the company's capital in five years, he 


said. 


Commenting on the company's establishment, Energy and Mining Minister 

Sharif Al-Tuhami said it is a manifestation of the new horizon Sudan has 
entered since the announcement of oil discovery in Sudan. More companies 
are expected to showup to invest in the field of oil technology, he said. 


President Numayri yesterday received Mr. Blocker who provided him with 
information pertaining to the launching of the company. 


The President called for the training of Sudanese cadres in the field of 
oil prospection and drilling so that they could take reins of the Company 


in the shortest possible time. 
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The President also made some remarks and directives related to the Company's 
functions. 


Board Chairman of the Military Economic Corporation al-Zubayr Rajab attended 
the meeting. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


TUNGSTEN EXPLOITATION JOINT COMPANY--Khartoum, Feb. l, (SUNA)--A joint 
company between Sudan, Saudi Arabia and France will be established during 
this year for commercial exploitation of tungsten at the Red Sea mountains. 
The Director of the Sudanese Mining Corporation, Mustafa Aba-Yazid said 
studies had proved the existence of not less than half a million tons of 
tungsten ore in the Red Sea region. An experimental factory was con- 
structed at Jabal Ayob area, and samples of the prospected tungsten will 

be sent to France in April for test, Aba-Yazid said. The experimental 
mining for the ore at the Red Sea mountains, started two years ago by the 
three governments. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4388, 1 Feb 83 p 3] 


SUDAN-IRAQ CULTURAL COOPERATION--Khartoum, Feb. 2, (SUNA)--Sudan and Iraq 
Tuesday signed a protocol for cultural, scientific and educational coopera- 
tion. The protocol was signed at the General Secretariat of the National 
Council for Higher Education by the Council's Secretary General Dr. 
'Abd-al-Rahman Abu-Zayd for the Sudan and Dr. Sabri Raddaf, Adviser to the 
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research for Iraq. According 
to the protocol, the two countries will exchange lecturers, books, informa- 
tion and documents. Iraq will extend 100 scholarships to Sudan for the 
academic year 1983/84 while Sudan will extend to Iraq 10 scholarships for 
the same year, the protocol said. In the cultural sphere Sudan and Iraq 
will exchange cultural festivals and visits by folklore troups and will 
observe the national celebrations by the media in both countries, it added. 
The Iraqi delegation which signed the protocol arrived here last Saturday. 
[Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4389, 2 Feb 83 p 1] 


POPULAR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS--Khartoum, Feb. 5, (SUNA)--The Arab Organiza- 
tion for Agricultural Development and the Popular Development Committee of 
the Egyptian National Party are currently examining popular development 
projects endorsed by the National Committee for Popular Development in its 
meeting here last May. The projects include companies for storing and 
distribution of food stuffs, bakeries, drug factories, ready made clothes 
factories, and companies for transportation and others for the production of 
building materials and housing. The Committee has already started its 

first project at Al Eseilat area. The project is a Sudanese-Saudi venture 
for animal and agricultural production. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 


No 4392, 5 Feb 83 p 1] 





SUGAR FACTORIES REHABILITATION PLAN--Khartoum, Feb. 5, (SUNA)--The British 
Consultative firm Tate and Liyle has estimated the rehabilitation costs of 
New Halfa, Sannar, Junayd and 'Asalayah Sugar factories at $325 million, 
SUNA learned. The firm's draft report in this regard is now being examined 
by the Projects Preparation Department of the Finance and Economic Planning 
Ministry in collaboration with the directors of the four factories and 
Industry Ministry experts. A final report would be prepared by the firm 
mid March after it receives comments and observations of the said bodies. 
Efforts are underway for the provision of the sum as part of the three-year 
Investment Programme 1982-85. The rehabilitation and modernization pro- 
gramme is aimed at raising the factories present output of 75.230 tonnes 

to become 313.860 tonnes in the coming five years i.e. at an increase of 
324%. [as published] The draft report includes several recommendations 
regarding sugar cane cultivation, irrigation systems, the promotion of 
infrastructures and administration and modernization of the factories. 

It also includes proposals for the improvement of financial administration 
and for the promotion of sugar marketing. The contract pertaining to this 
study was signed with the firm last July. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in 
English No 4392, 5 Feb 83 pp 1-2] 


TANKER-TRUCKS DEAL--Khartoum, Feb. 5, (SUNA)--The Petroleum Public Corpora- 
tion has signed a contract with the Dutch DAF for the purchase of eleven 
tanker-trucks at a capacity of 8000 gallons of Petroleum Products each, 
SUNA learned. According to the contract DAF is also committed to provide 

a mobile workshop and a large quantity of spares. The vehicles are due to 
be delivered mid March. The deal is part of the Corporation's plan to pro- 
mote land transportation of petroleum products and to establish its own 
fleet of tanker-trucks. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4392, 


5 Feb 83 p 2] 


PIPELINE PROJECT--Khartoum, Feb. 7, (SUNA)--President Numayri yesterday 
received a delegation of the Italian-American-Japanese consortium, one of 
six consortiums bidding for execution of the vil pipeline, SUNA learned. 
The delegation informed President Numayri that they had chosen the Military 
Economic Corporation to be their representative and coordinator regarding 
establishment of the pipeline's installations and benefiting from the ser- 
vices the consortium would present in this regard, in case their bid meets 
success. If otherwise the corsortium will cooperate with the Military 
Economic Corporation in training of oil working cadres and attract back home 
immigrant Sudanese expertise in this field, the delegation told President 
Numayri. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4394, 7 Feb 83 p 5] 


MIXED FARMS--Medani, Feb. 7, (SUNA)--A number of Arab and Sudanese investors 
have conferred with officials of the Central Region's government on the 
establishment of mixed farms for agricultural and animal production in the 
Blue Nile Province on an area of 150,000 feddans. Ina statement to SUNA, 
Central Region's Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources 'Uthman 
Khalifah said that after completion of initial formalities he would raise 
the matter to the Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation who will, in turn, 
present it to the Secretariat-General for Investment, Ministry of Finance 
and Economic Planning, for final approval. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in 


English No 4394, 7 Feb 83 p 4] 














SUDANESE-SAUDI COOPERATION--Khartoum, Feb. 10, (SUNA)--Saudi Commerce 
Minister Sulayman al-Salim yesterday visited Sudan and held a round of 

talks with Cooperation, Commerce and Supply Minister Farouq Ibrahim al- 
Maqbul. Maqbul said the Saudi Minister's visit was of particular signifi- 
cance because Saudi Arabia is now Sudan's first commercial partner. He 

said the Sudanese-Saudi talks had discussed commercial exchange and means of 
stepping it further. Maqbul said all problems hindering the exportation 

of Sorghum to the Kingdom have been resolved and that the Saudi Minister had 
agreed to remove all obstacles hampering the transportation of Sorghum to 
the Kingdom. He said the Saudi and Sudanese sides had agreed upon measures 
for rationalizing cattle exports to the Kingdom. The round of talks was 
devoted to exchanging of ideas on ways of stepping up commercial relations 
and was a Saudi gesture of support to the economic reform programme, said 
Maqbul. He thanked the Government of Saudi Arabia for the clear under- 
standing it shows and for the full coordination aimed at escalating the 

two countries economic ties. [as published] Maqbul invited the Saudi 
Minister to visit Sudan later on in order to see Sudan's potential, avail- 
able resources and development projects. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 


No 4397, 10 Feb 83 p 11] 


SINO-SUDANESE MILITARY COOPERATION--Khartoum, Feb. 13, (SUNA)--State Defence 
Minister Fathi 'Umar abu-al-Hassan and People's China's Ambassador to Sudan 
yesterday discussed bilateral cooperation as well as implementation of 
military agreements signed earlier by the two countries. The meeting also 
discussed the training of Sudanese People's Armed Forces personnel. 
Abu-al-Hassan extolled the bonds of cooperation between Sudan and People's 
China and hoped that these ties would develop further for the benefit of 

the two friendly nations. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4400, 


13 Feb 83 p 4] 
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TUNISIA 


PRIME MINISTER MZALI MEETS WITH FOREIGN OFFICIALS IN DELHI 


Mzali Meeting in Delhi 


2142335 Tunis L'ACTION in French 8 Mar 83 p 4 


[Unattributed report: "President al-Jumayyil Expresses Gratitude to 
President Bourguiba for Tunisia's Support for Lebanon" ] 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali, who is representing President 
Habib Bourguiba at the seventh nonaligned summit in New Delhi, had talks 
yesterday afternoon at the Vigyan Bhavan Conference Hall in the Indian 
capital with Niger President Seyni Kountche. 


During the meeting, which lasted more than 30 minutes, President Kountche 
asked the prime minister to convey his fraternal greetings and best wishes 
for good health to President Bourguiba. 


Bilateral relations and other questions of common interest, including in 
particular the OAU's future, were the main subjects of the discussion, in 
which Tunisian Foreign Minister Beji Caid Essebsi and his Nigerois counter- 


part Daouda Diallo took part. 


Mr Mohamed Mzali also had talks lasting more than 30 minutes at the conference 
hall with Lebanese President Amin al-Jumayyil. The meeting, which took 

place in the presence of Lebanese Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan and 

Mr Beji Caid Essebsi, provided an opportunity to review the situation in 
Lebanon and the progress in the Lebanese-Israeli negotiations on the with- 
drawal of the Zionist occupationist’s troops from Lebanese territory. 


President al-Jummayil took this opportunity to express his gratitude and 
that of the Lebanese people to Tunisia and its leader President Bourguiba 
for the support it is giving Lebanon. He asked Mr Mzali to convey to the 
supreme combatant his sincere good wishes for the Tunisian people's prosperity. 


Mr Mohamed Mzali also had a meeting with Indian President Zail Singh. The 
conversation took place in the park of the Rashtrapati Bhavan Palace, where 
the Indian head of state invited his counterparts to attend a reception at 
noon yesterday following the opening meeting of the seventh nonaligned 
summit. It related to bilateral relations and means of developing them 
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further and to the Nonaligned Movement. President Singh paid tribute to 
President Bourguiba, one of the Nonaligned Movement's main founders, for 
his valuable contribution to that movement's good progress and for the 
solicitude he has constantly shown it. 


Meets Nonaligned Leaders 


PM150001 Tunis L'ACTION in French 10 Mar 83 pl 


[Unattributed report: "Mohamed Mzali Has Talks With King Husayn of Jordan 
and Amir of Bahrain" ] 


[Text] Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali, who is representing President Habib 
Bourguiba at the seventh nonaligned summit, had talks in New Delhi yesterday 
with King Husayn of Jordan, General Ershad, Bangladesh prime minister and 
chief martial law administrator, and Bahrain's Amir ‘Isa Abn Salman 


al-Khalifah. 


Mr Mohamed Mzali also granted an audience to Maltese Industry Minister 
Grima. The talks related to an examination of Tunisian-Maltese cooperation. 


The prime minister also had talks with Mali Foreign Minister Alioune Blondin 
Beye, who is heading his country's delegation to the summit. 


The heads of state of Bahrain, Jordan and Bangladesh asked Mr Mohamed Mzali 
to convey their warm and fraternal greetings to the supreme combatant and 
their wishes for progress and prosperity to the Tunisian people. 


Meets With Gandhi, Others 


PM151641 Tunis L’ACTION in French 11 Mar 83 p 4 
{[Unattributed report: “Mzali-Indira Gandhi meeting" ] 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali had talks yesterday afternoon at 
the Vigyan Bhavan Conference Hall in New Delhi with Indira Gandhi, Indian 
prime minister and chairman of the seventh nonaligned countries’ session. 


At the end of the meeting, which lasted more than 30 minutes, Mr Mzali said 
he had paid a courtesy visit to Mrs Gandhi and had conveyed to her greetings 
from supreme combatant President Habib Bourguiba. 


He added that he had presented to her the Tunisian delegation's congratu- 
lations on the full success of the organization of this great meeting, 


the seventh nonaligned summit. 


The prime minister added that he had expressed to Mrs Gandhi Tunisia's deep 
conviction that she will be able to lead the Nonaligned Movement along the 
right path and will work to solve the problems arising between some countries 
in this movement and to establish the basis for sound cooperation among the 


different countries of the world. 
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The talks provided an opportunity to review bilateral relations, Mr Mzali 
noted, stressing the two countries' determination to further promote 
Tunisian-Indian cooperation especially in the cultural, economic and 
commercial spheres and to increase the volume of their trade in the future. 


Mohamed Mzali also pursued his contacts with the delegation chiefs taking 
part in the seventh nonaligned summit. 


For instance, he had talks at the Vigyan Bhavan Conference Hall in lew 
Delhi yesterday with Cypriot President Spiros Kiprianou, Yemen Arab Republic 
President Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih and with Djibouti Foreign Minister 
Bahdon Farah Moumin and Mauritanian Foreign Minister (Mohamed Ould Minih). 


The talks, which took place in the presence of Foreign Minister Beji Caid 
Essebsi, related to bilateral relations. 


Taieb Slim, Tunisia's permanent UN representative, attended the meeting 
which Mohamed Mzali had with the Cypriot president. 


The previous day Mohamed Mzali had had a series of meetings at the Vigyan 
Bhavan Conference Hall with Pakistani President Ziaul Haq, PLO Executive 
Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat and Cape Verde President Aristides Maria 


Pereira. 


These meetings provided an opportunity to review Tunisia's excellent rela- 
tions with rakistan, Cape Verde and the PLO and questions of common interest 
and other questions connected with the present nonaligned summit. 


Mohamed Mzali was also invited to a dinner given by Moroccan Crown Prince 


Sidi Mohamed which was attended by some heads of state taking part in the 


summit. 


cso: 4500/139 








TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


AGREEMENT WITH ALBANIA--Tunis, 15 Mar (TAP)--Tunisia and Albania signed 
Monday in Tunis a cooperation agreement in the field of information, as 
part of the visit of the Albanian education and culture minister, 

Mrs Tefta Cami, in Tunis. [Text] [LD160737 Tunis TAP in English 1345 GMT 
15 Mar 83] 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK LANDBUYERS AFFECTED BY TAX CHANGES 
TA150835 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 15 Mar 83 p 2 
[Report by Jerusalem-based economic affairs correspondent Ze'ev Struminsky ] 


[Text] Israelis who have purchased plots of land beyond the green line in 
order to enjoy tax relief might be harmed by an amendment to the law on 
taxation under inflation conditions endorsed yesterday by the subcommittee on 
legal affairs of the Knesset Finance Committee, which adopted the amendment 
at the treasury's request. 


According to the change, land abroad--including in "the occupied territories"-- 
has been defined as "protected property" according to the law. This means 

that expenses such as interest on funds toward the purchase of this land will 
not be regarded as a tax deductible expense, which will increase the tax rate 
of those landowners required to pay tax according to the inflation law. This 
does not apply to salaried workers, however. 


Up until now the law stipulated that land in the territories is not considered 
a "protected asset" and hence falls under the category of items enjoying tax 
relief, whereas land in Israel does not enjoy similar relief. Now the benefits 
to purchasers of land in the territories have been lifted. 


The chairman of the Knesset subcommittee, MK Yig'al Kohen-Orgad (Herut), told 
DAVAR that the subcommittee has no intention of harming Israeli investments in 
Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza district, but at the same time added that there 

is no reason why such investments should be given preferential status thanks 

to the regulations in the inflation law, as the law read prior to the amendment. 
MK Orgad is the chairman of the Eytam (Eretz Yisra‘el Ta'asiyot Mitqadmot) 
[advanced Eretz Yisra'el industry] company's board of directors, and that 
company deals with the establishment of Israeli industrial plants, particularly 
science-based industry, in Judaea, Samaria, Gaza and the Golan Heights. 


This DAVAR correspondent points out that there are Israeli investors who have 
purchased land in the West Bank in order to enjoy the tax relief. Now those 
eligible to pay tax might be harmed by the amendment to the law, because it 

will apply retroactively to the tax year ending in March, so that their calcula- 
tions will be altered. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


TECHNICAL MANPOWER SHORTAGE--The head of the IDF Manpower Branch, 

Maj Gen Moshe Nativ, has said that the increasing shortage of electronics 
technicians in the IDF has widened the gap between the level of sophisticated 
weapons of the defense establishment and the shortage in trained manpower to 
maintain and operate it. General Nativ was speaking at a national convention 
of the Government Institute for Technological Training which trains technicians 
and mechanics on behalf of the Labor, Welfare, and Education Ministries. 
{[Shraga Meqel] [Excerpt] [TA111402 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 11 Mar 83 p 4] 


MEXICAN OIL PRICE DECREASE--Mexico has lowered the price of oil it is selling 
Israel, and our correspondent Gadi Sukenik reports that this reduction will 
result in a drop of more than $50 million per annum. Mexico is Israel's 
largest oil supplier and there is a long-term contract between the two 
countries. Thus light oil will be sold to Israel at $29 per barrel, while 
heavy oil will be sold for $23. [Text] [TA160612 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 0600 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


POPULATING GUSH 'EZYON SETTLEMENT--The process of populating the first neighbor- 
hood in the town of Efrat in the Gush 'Ezyon bloc began today, and by the end 

of summer the leaders of that settlement are hoping to have 200 families there 
comprised of both Israelis and new immigrants. Our correspondent Shalom Oren 
reports that the "Shevat Yisra'el" Yeshiva has been operating there for 2 years 
now. Moshe Moskowitz, the head of the settlement, says that the first families 
will be promised all the necessary amenities: [Begin Moskowitz recording] The first 
hill, Giv'at Rimon, will be populated by families from the United States and 
South Africa, but mostly by Israelis. We are hoping to have 250 families here 
by the end of summer, and this will be the beginning of the massive civilian 
population campaign involving the 500 first families that have registered 

for that area. [end recording] [Text] [TA161116 Jerusalem Domestic Service 


in Hebrew 1100 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


FOREIGN IMMIGRATION TO W. BANK--'Aliya emissaries abroad are receiving instruc- 
tions to encourage immigration to Judaean and Samarian settlements, the head of 
the world Zionist organization's immigration department Refa'el Kotlowitz told 
our correspondent Shalom Oren. However, the incentives granted new immigrants 
settling in Judaea and Samaria are no different from those received by those 


settling elsewhere in Israel. Kotlowitz said that the relative percentage of 
immigration to Judaea and Samaria exceeds that to settlements within the green 
line. Some 400 families are waiting abroad for homes to become available in 
Judaean and Samarian settlements, while some 500 new immigrant families are 
already living in Judaea and Samaria. [Text] [TA17145l1 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 17 Mar 83] 
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ARY EXPORTS DOWN--Exports plummeted last month to 539%! million, against 


FEBRU 

$445 million in February of last year--a drop of 12 per cent, the Central 

Bu reau of Statistics reported yesterday. Industrial exports, excluding 
onds, fell even more dramatically, totaling $240 million last month, 

compared to $286 in February of 1982, a 16 per cent drop. [[TA111918 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 9 Mar 83 p 2 TA] 


EBAN ON SETTLEMENT FREEZE--If Husayn joins the negotiations there is no reason 
not to make the same moderate concession made by Begin to al-Sadat, when he 
froze the settlements for a few months, said MK Abba Eban and added: This is 
one of the few things Peres, Rabin and I agree upon. Speaking in Na'amat 
(working women organization in the Histadrut] House in Tel Aviv, Eban spoke 
against the presence of the IDF in Lebanon and said that a government which is 
continually saving that all foreign forces should withdraw from Lebanon and 

is then sending its foreign minister to Washington to demand that we stav in 
Lebanon for 2 or 3 years, will not be credible. [Excerpt] [TA161558 Tel Aviv 
DAVAR in Hebrew 16 Mar 83 p 2] 


EFFORTS TO COUNTER STONETHROWING--Ramallah, 16 Mar (ITIM)--The IDF vesterday 
seized an abandoned house near the al-'Amarah refugee camp in the Ramallah 
District in order to foil stonethrowing at Israeli cars traveling along the 
main Jerusalem-Ramallah highway. The ITIM correspondent in Judaea and 

Samaria points out that recently youths from that refugee camp have been 
extremely active in rioting in the area, and that a curfew was imposed on the 
place twice. A unit will be stationed in the building on a permanent basis 

as part of the efforts currently being made to stop the stonethrowing incidents, 
hich present a danger to vehicles in Judaea and Samaria. The IDF is likewise 
operating a special helicopter in the area to spot centers of activity and 

jul “kly rush the necessary forces there. It has been reported that border 
police units in the area have also been reinforced. [Text] [TA160634 Tel Aviv 
[TIM in Hebrew 0620 GMT 16 Mar 83] 

EMIGRATION DROP--The number of emigrants from Israel was cut in half in 198? 
compared to 1981: From 16,000 to 8,000. Still, experts attribute this to the 
economic situation in other countries. This information was reported vesterday 
in Jerusalem in a seminar on emigration, and the data was furnished by the 
Central Bureau of Statistics. [TA150554 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 0695 GMT 
14 Mar 83 TA] 


UPPER NABULUS SETTLEMENT--Alignment MK Ya'aqov Tzur has accused the cabinet of 
ding the Knesset and misinforming it in regard to building 
ttlement. He said that the cabinet had told the Knesset 
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inten iomity mislea 


the Upper Nabulus se 

Presidium that the report that settlement would be established soon was utterly 
unfounded, and moreover attempted to postpone the proposal he raised to hold 

an urgent acbate on the matter. Ya'aqov Tzur said that the head of the Jewish 


Agency s Land Settlement Department, Mati Drobles, had announced the establish- 
ment of Upper Nabulus in a ceremony near Nahulus, and that roads leading to 
Upper Nabulus are already under construction. [Text] [TA151124 Jerusalem Domestic 
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Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 15 Mar 83] 











JORDAN 


'SAWT AL-SHA'B' ON HUSAYN'S EFFORTS, EUROPEAN ROLE 
JN170820 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 0500 GMT 17 Mar 83 


[Report from the press review] 


[Text] Under the headline: "King Husayn and the Arab Moves in the European 
Arena," the newspaper SAWT AL-SHA'B writes: King Husayn has started his 
European tour by visiting the FRG before leading the seven-member committee, 
which emanated from the Fes summit conference, to London. The king is 
continuing his international efforts to explain the Arab consensus on peace, 
as manifested in the Fes resolutions, in an Arab attempt led by his majesty 
to activate the European position and realize greater understanding of the 
Arab position on the cause of peace in the Middle East. 


His majesty's talks in Bonn assume special significance because they are 
the first between the new FRG administration under the Christian Democratic 
Union Party and Helmut Kohl and an Arab delegation. The FRG has a signifi- 
cant role within the European community: it is the current chairman of 
the EEC and the chairman of the European summit due to be held in Brussels 


later this month. 


SAWT AL-SHA'B adds: King Husayn has always called for an active European 
role which will support and maintain the momentum for peace efforts. His 
majesty's efforts have also contributed to developing a positive European 
stand in support of the Fes summit resolutions and a European understanding 
of the Arab consensus on peace. In leading the seven-member Arab committee 
to the British capital, the king is representing the Arab nation's determi- 
nation to regain its rights and its sincere desire to find a settlement 
based on the international cummunity’s support, understanding and guarantees 
for the peace process. The king's leadership of the Arab moves reflects 
the international trust in his majesty's wisdom and sincerity toward his 
nation. It also reflects the king's credibility and Jordan's basic role 


in the peace process. 


The coming stage will witness further meetings in Fes to evaluate the 
efforts of the seven-member committee during the first stage and to draw 
up the future Arab moves on the international level. 














Concluding its comment, SAWT AL-SHA'B says: The Arab efforts are currently 
aimed at activating the international position toward adopting the Fes 
resolutions and transforming them into an international pressure factor that 
would contribute to outweighing the U.S. position on the peace process. 

This is because the gap between the Fes resolutions and the Reagan plan 
cannot be (?bridged) without an international consensus affirming the 
Palestinian people's right to liberate their homeland and take part in 
deciding their destiny. Here lies the meaning of the Arab moves and the 

key to a comprehensive and durable peace. 
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JORDAN 


OPPOSITION CONDEMNS JORDAN-EGYPT TALKS 
JNO82100 Damascus SANA in Arabic 2010 GMT 8 Mar 83 


[Text] Damascus, [date not given as received] SANA--The Jordanian national 
movement has strongly condemned and denounced the intensive contacts among 
officials of the Jordanian and Egyptian regimes and the recent meeting 
between King Husayn and Husni Mubarak in New Delhi. 


A responsible source of the Jordanian national movement has said that as a 
result of the intensive contacts among officials of the agent regimes in 
Jordan and Egypt aimed at implementing the U.S.-Zionist-reactionary plots 
against the Arab nation and the Arab liberation movement, the recent meeting 
took place in New Delhi between King Husayn and Husni Mubarak to start 
implementing the U.S. decision nominating King Husayn for negotiations 

with the Zionist enemy and for concluding a peace treaty with it similar 

to the treaty of humiliation which was signed by the executed Anwar al-Sadat. 


The source also said that the parties and forces of the Jordanian national 
movement declare that such meetings are a deviation from the Baghdad summit 
resolutions to which the Jordanian regime claims to be committed. These 
meetings, the source added, are a step by the agent king toward openly and 
directly joining the Camp David line of capitulation. 


The source said: This wide-scale reactionary move shows that members of 

the reactionary axis have started the implementation of a new link of the 
Camp David plot in order to impose surrender on the Arab nation and flock 
under the U.S. umbrella by liquidating the Arabs' central cause of Palestine 
and opening the Arab land for the NATO and U.S. rapid deployment forces. 


The source pointed out that the Jordanian national movement considers these 
meetings as treason that cannot be tolerated, particularly since they are 

a prelude to the formation of a reactionary axis led by the agent rulers 

of Iraq, Jordan and Egypt to strike at and contain the forces of the Arab 
liberation movement as well as to undermine and encircle the steadfastness 


of fraternal Syria. 


He added that the forces and parties of the Jordanian national movement warn 
the masses of our people against the future risks and threats of these 
meetings and call on the liberation forces to confront these designs. 


In conclusion, the source said that we in the Jordanian national movement 
[passage indistinct] confront all forms of plotting and stand alongside the 
national Arab factions to defend the Arab land and the Arab citizen's 


integrity. 
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JORDAN 


E. JERUSALEM WEEKLY REPORTS JORDANIAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
JN141000 Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 11 Feb 83 p 4 


[Text] The Committee for the Defence of Democratic Rights (CDDR) in Jordan, 
2 February, released a list of 80 names of nationalist and trade union 
figures recently arrested in a wide-ranging camapign of arrest. 


At a press conference held in Damascus, representatives of the CDDR distri- 
buted a memorandum about Jordan's violations of democratic rights. 


Among other reports, the memorandum states that the Jordanian Government 
recently sent troops and policemen to break a workers’ strike at phosphate 
factories in Wadi al-Hasa, Wadi al-Abyad and al-Rusayfah. The Jordanian 
forces arrested 40 workers, but failed to suppress the strike. 


The CDDR also announced the Jordanian authorities’ recent dissolving of 
several women's organizations. The Jordanian Women's Union and the Arab 


Women's Organisation have both been disbanded. 


The memorandum also pointed out that the authorities recently legalized 
the Jordanian Journalists Association, but that at the same time they have 
placed new restrictions on the freedom of speech. The license of al-Ufuq 
al-Iqtisadi (Economic Horizon), for example, was recently withdrawn. The 
Jordanian Interior Ministry has also banned festivals of solidarity with 
the Palestinian people. Progressive writers, dramatists and other artists 
have been subject to the regime's harassments, the movement said. 


The CDDR has sent a list of demands to King Husayn, requesting that he 
recognise general democratic rights which are harmonious with the principles 


of the UN human rights declaration. King Husayn has refused to entertain | 
the demands, they said. 


They also report that hundreds of Palestinian and Jordanian members of 
Palestinian organisations are constantly exposed to the threat of arrest 
despite the declaration by the Jordanian Government of a general amnesty 
and the policy of releasing Palestinian prisoners from Jordanian jails. 


Thirty-two thousand Palestinians were prevented from leaving Jordan because 
of their political beliefs during 1982, CDDR said. 


The CDDR was established in Beirut in 1979 to defend the rights of Jordanians 
and Palestinians who demonstrated against the Camp David accords. 
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KUWAIT 


EDITORLAL ON U.S. WAR AGAINST ARAB INVESTMENTS 
GF131540 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 12 Mar 83 p l 
(Editorial: From the Oil War to the War of Investments] 


[Text] The new U.S. decision has only one interpretation. The United 
States is continuing its overt and declared war against the petroleum 
countries in general and against the Arab oil countries in the Gulf in 
particular. After feeling reassured that it won the first round by 
dealing a strong blow to OPEC and breaking the jaw of oil prices, the 
United States has now moved its war to a new battlefield and that is 


investments. 


The decision that was announced by James Watt, the U.S. secretary of the 
interior, and by which Kuwait is banned from leasing land for oil and gas 
exploration through the Santa Fe Corporation is a transfer of war to the 
next location after oil, that is Arab investments in the United States. 


We expect that the U.S. Government will adopt a series of similar decisions 
against other Gulf investments in the United States under the pretext of 
groundless reasons such as claiming that Kuwait practices discrimination 
against U.S. companies in Kuwait. 


We believe it is not unlikely that the war that the United States declared 
against the Gulf investments yesterday will extend to other industrial 
states in Europe, Canada and Japan for example. Under the leadership of 
the United States, the industrial world disagreed on many things but 
agreed on one point: They agreed to crush the Arabs and hit their interests 
wherever they are in the Western world. 


Once more we stress: Wake up to the trick. The money of Arab investments 
in the United States are being held hostage in U.S. hands and they are not 
a secure possession in Arab hands. 
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KUWAIT 


DAILY URGES JORDAN TO TAKE PROTECTIVE STEPS 
GF161118 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 15 Mar 83 p 6 
("Opinion" column by Ahmad al-Jarallah: "The Danger of Wasting Time" ] 


[Text] What is King Husayn of Jordan waiting for in order to start arranging 
matters in his country? Is he waiting for a new defeat of the Arab world in 


order to be told to do whatever is required? 


Time, it seems, is a dangerous factor, especially if U.S. moves are taken 
into consideration. These moves are important as the U.S. presidential 
elections take place every 4 years and the present president is now ready 


for a second term. 


All official Arab statements say that the next 3 months are crucial for the 
Middle East. Opportunities must be seized or the belief that the Middle 
East is a region of wasted opportunities will be confirmed. 


Israel is keen for the Palestinians to find a home in Jordan, instead of 
recognizing their right to the West Bank and Gaza Strip and the lands 
occupied in 1967. So the Arabs will find themselves asking for the return 
of Jordan instead of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, This is because we 
practiced poor diplomacy and did not take advantage of opportunities as 
they occurred. Although these opportunities were not exactly what we 
wanted, they were better than nothing. 


Israel is planning a worse fate for the Arabs, and intelligently preparing 
the world to accept its action by making use of Arab hesitation in taking 


decisions. 


Let us ask: What would have happened if we had asked Lebanon 3 years ago 
to make an agreement like the present one with Israel? If we had adopted 
this advanced view we would have avoided the destruction of Lebanon and 
saved the lives of the thousands who were killed. 


Jordan is a small country which cannot take the offensive and has to protect 
itself. Otherwise it would be in the same situation as Lebanon. King 
Husayn must realize that Israel considers Jordan the place for those in 
whose country Israel is setting up colonies. 
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KUWAIT 


AMIR DISCUSSES NONALIGNED SUMMIT, OPEC 
CF111208 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 10-11 Mar 83 p l 


(Article by Ahmad al-Jarallah] 


(Text] Without an agreement on oil prices, all budgets of oil producing 
countries will have to be slashed, H.H. the amir told the editors-in-chief 
of Kuwaiti newspapers on his way back from the nonaligned summit in Delhi. 


The amir said the budgets of many Gulf countries had already been cut and 
others faced a deficit. He added: "We have good investments, but their 
income is not comparable to that of oil."' However, these investments 
would still manage to fulfill the needs of the Kuwaiti economy. 


It was better, he said, for oil to be kept as a reserve rather than allow 
it to be sold at reduced prices. The amir said that OPEC might reach a 
decision this week. "We shall have to wait and see," he said. 


The amir had warned in his speech at the summit that reduced oil incomes 
for producing states would mean that their aid to developing countries and 
to liberation movements could dry up and that home development projects 


could be affected. 


On the Gulf war, the amir told the editors that despite the many efforts 

to end it, there were still no acceptable solutions in sight. He said: 

"War is bad. It causes bloodshed and it is a waste of money, and neither 
side is a winner." It also allowed big powers to interfere in the destinies 


of other countries. 


On the al-Manakh crisis, the amir said that thousands of people had thought 
the stock market was an easy way to get rich quick and so they became 
involved in the market. 


A law had been issued to protect the rights of small investors to reduce 
its adverse social impact, especially as some people had put all their 
savings into stocks. The amir said he had read the law to see whether 

it protected anyone other than the small investors, because some people had 
suggested it was to protect the big ones. But this was not the case, he 


said. 











A supplementary law on bankruptcy was now being studied by the National 
Assembly. He said it was the duty of the state to safeguard commercial 
activity, but it was not fair for the whole of society to go to court 
because of a bankruptcy law which did not affect them. 


He added that Kuwait depends on commerce and if this sector is paralysed 
many people will suffer. So the bankruptcy law should be amended to 
limit the harm to the least number of people. He gave an assurance that 
the law would be approved quickly. 


On housing, the amir said many Studies had been made on the housing problem 
and the Housing Council will review them and decide whether to build flats 
or villas or other methods. 


During the summit conference the amir said he met about 35 leaders, including 
President Castro of Cuba. The amir said he had invited President Castro 

to Kuwait, adding: "Ideological differences do not mean that bilateral 
relations cannot be set up as long as each party is convinced of the 
rightness of his own country's system.” 
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KUWAIT 


COUNTRY'S ROLE AT NONALIGNED SUMMIT EXAMINED 
LDO71235 Kuwait KUNA in English 1015 GMT 7 Mar 83 


[Excerpt] Kuwait, 7 Mar (KUNA)--Extracts from Kuwaiti newspaper editorials 
Monday: 


AL-RAY AL-'AMM on Kuwait's role in the nonaligned summit: 


"His highness the amir of Kuwait left the country yesterday to New Delhi 
to participate in the nonaligned summit conference, which has started today. 
The participation of his highness the amir in the conference affirms 

Kuwait's concern over the nonaligned states and reflects Kuwait's abidance 


by the international nonaligned policy. 


"Kuwait has always played an active role in the movement and has a dis- 
tinguished and respective position because of its concern over the credi- 
bility of its methods in addition to its commitment to defending the world 


freedom and justice. 


"Kuwait and its sisters of the Gulf Cooperation Council have a list of 
priority questions the uppermost of which are the Iraqi-Iranian war and 


the Palestinian cause. 


"Tt was clear through the foreign ministers’ meetings that the Gulf states 
are very concerned over drawing a formula to end the Iraqi-Iranian war. 


"Besides the Gulf war there are the American-Zionist hostile expansion, 
either in Palestine or in Lebanon. This aggression is the main concern 
of Kuwait, therefore H.H. the amir and the accompanying delegation have 
already engaged in contacts with the leaders of nonaligned countries to 
work out appropriate resolutions toward a settlement and to support the 
Arab stance on the global level." 


CSO: 4400/250 
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KUWAIT 


FOREIGN UNDERSECRETARY ON REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
LDO71251 Kuwait KUNA in English 1011 GMT 7 Mar 83 


[Text] Kuwait, 7 Mar (KUNA)--Kuwait has reiterated its desire to end the 
30 month old Gulf war, pointing out that its continuity will lead the 
superpower to interfere in the internal affairs of Iraq and Iran, a top 
Foreign Ministry official was quoted Monday as saying. 


Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Rashid al-Rashid reaffirmed Kuwait's 
political stance toward the Iraqi-Iranian war stating "desire to achieve 
peace and security in tae region." The official also voiced hope that Iran 


would respond to the peace efforts and end the war. 


In an interview with AL-SIYASAH newspaper the official regretted the failure 
of the European community in reaching a solution to the Mideast crisis. 

He charged that most of the European states were inactive toward a settlement 
of the Middle East question, adding that the Europeans claim that the U.S. 

is assuming the leading role in this respect and disregard the global 
significance of the problem. He, however, underlined France's positive 


efforts to this effect. 


He went on to say "We always told the European community that the Mideast 
problem is important to Europe as much as to the Arabs, since the two 
regions are geographically linked together. 


On the nonaligned summit, which opened today in New Delhi, the official 
said "We hope that the movement would go back to its stand to stay unbiased 


and neutral." 


Asked whether Lebanon would manage to counter the Israeli demands, the 
official said "First, one has to point out that what is happening in the 


region is due to the Arab differences and rifts." 


"Israel claims it wants definite borders, but it is knowr that Israel has 
no determined borders, which means that it wants to be always able to 
expand its borders the time it likes," the official added. 


Al-Rashid cited the illigitimate entry of the Israelis into Beirut as an 
example of the Israeli expansionist goals in the Arab region. 














An international and historical responsibility lies on the U.S. and the 
European countries particularly France, Britain and Italy whose troops make 
up the UN peacekeeping force in Lebanon to protect Lebanon and pressure 
Israel to withdraw from the Lebanese territories. 


Answering a question on how serious was the U.S. to achieve the Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon, al-Rashid said "We cannot predict this now. 
However, we can find out following the results of the current Israeli- 


Lebanese negotiations." 


On the U.S. president's peace proposal, the official noted that the PLO 
has rejected the proposal adding that Kuwait's attitude is identical with 
and supportive of the PLO stand. 


Commenting on the economic agreement among the GCC countries, al-Rashid 
said the agreement will assist in expanding the economy bases and development 
of trade and industrialization which will have positive reflections on the 


Gulf region. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO'S AL-SARTAWI SEES NEED FOR SELF-CRITICISM 
PM081537 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 4 Mar 83 pp 30-32 


{Interview with 'Isam al-Sartawi, Yasir "Arafat's adviser and former PNC 
member, with AL-HAWADITH correspondent in Paris--date not given] 


[Excerpts] AL-HAWADITH: During the Palestine National Council [PNC] 
meeting in Algiers you submitted your resignation from the PNC membership 
in protest against your being denied the right to speak. What were the 
issues that you wanted to put before the PNC? 


Al-Sartawi: Through my resignation I wanted to raise certain questions 
regarding what we expect from the zouncil and why we met there. The idea 
is that the PNC is the place where decisions and legislation defining the 
future Palestinian course in all the fields are adopted. Il believe that 
the PNC is the place in which certain questions regarding the past must be 
asked so as to look at ourselves within the framework of self-criticism. 

We should look at the mistakes we have committed in order to learn from 
them lessons for the future of our cause. I believe that several things 
should have been said and put to discussion inside the council. The speech 
I wanted to make and which was banned dealt with certain issues of the past 
with a view to learning lessons from them for the future. This is because 
in my view it was most essential that at the PNC session in Algiers we 
should have reviewed the past since our previous sessions in April 1981 and 
all the events that occurred since, particularly the events of the Lebanon 
war so that we might draw conclusions from them. 


What I wanted to say in my speech, for example, was that a Palestinian 
committee of enquiry ought to be set up in order to investigate the tragic 
events that we experienced in Lebanon last summer in order to find out who 
is responsible for what happened to the Palestinian resistance and the 
heavy losses it suffered in Lebanon. It is nice to say that what happened 
in Lebanon was caused by imperialism and Zionism but such an explanation is 
absolutely inadequate because before the Israeli invasion we knew very well 
that the Israeli Army was going to commit this aggression. We did not take 
the necessary precautions to avoid this aggression or to confront it. 

The war was no surprise to us. I have heard Brother Amhad Jibril [leader 
of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine--general command ], 

in his speech before the PNC in Algiers, speaking extensively about the 
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writings of Yuri Avneri addressed to Brother Yasir ‘Arafat saying that 
Israel would launch an aggression against Lebanon. Since this was the case 
then Brother Ahmad Jibril was also aware of the second message which Avneri 
addressed not only to Brother Abu ‘Ammar [Yasir "Arafat] but also to the 
entire Palestinian command. In this message Avneri warned that a war 

would break out very soon and that the Israeli Army would reach Beirut and 
enter it. Avneri wrote this message following his meeting with the then 
Israeli Defense Minister Sharon. 


It would have been useful if, for example, someone in the council had asked 
Brother Ahmad Jibril: Since he knew from sources inside Israel that an 
Israeli attack on Lebanon would take place, what preparations and steps did 
he take in order to confront or avoid this aggression? Such questions should 
have been asked inside the PNC so that we might have known the truth. 


On the other hand certain quarters say that what happened in Lebanon was a 
triumph for the Palestinian resistance. In my speech, had I been given the 
opportunity to deliver it, I wanted to demand that we should determine 
exactly whether the Beirut battle was a victory or a defeat for us. 


Such questions do not prevent me from appreciating the legendary and epic 
heroism shown by our fighters and the fighters of the Lebanese people in 
resisting the Israeli invasion. But what was the end result? I believe 
that we must differentiate between heroism and victory. 


All these are questions relating to the past, but we should have answered 
them inside the PNC because only when we answer questions about past events 
can we face the future. But to review such events without asking ourselves 
one single question about them, as has happened at the recent PNC session, 


is absolutely unacceptable. 


Therefore, considering the fact that the speech which I wanted to deliver 
at the council and which was banned does not deal with a personal matter 
but expresses the interests of the Palestinian people, I am seriously 
considering publishing it so that the Palestinian people everywhere may 


read it. 


AL-HAWADITH: Dr al-Sartawi, it is a known fact that you played a major 

role in paving the way for "Arafat's meetings with leaders of political 
movements in Israel which support the Palestinian cause and the PLO. What 
is, in your opinion, the impact of such meetings on the Palestinian struggle 
and the political trends inside Israel itself? 


Al-Sartawi: I believe that the peace movement inside Israel has a strategic 
role to play at present and in the future in supporting our struggle. I 
stress strategic and not tactical. We in the PLO must be well aware of 

this matter because the political movement supporting us in Israel, although 
small, is likely to develop and grow; it constitutes a qualitative step in 
the Israeli and Zionist political thinking because it is the opposite of the 
classical Zionist and Israeli thinking that calls for expansion and for the 
abolition of the Palestinians as a people. Proponents of the movement 
recognize the Palestinian people's national rights and the need for total 
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Israeli withdrawal from all the Arab territories occupied since 1967. They 
also support the establishment of an independent Palestinian state and openly 
recognize that the PLO is the sole legitimate representative of the Pales- 
tinian people and recognize the right of the Palestinian people to deal with 
whichever political quarter they wish. Therefore we must understand the 
importance and strategic role of the peace movement in Israel in supporting 
our struggle inside Israel itself. We must use it as a basic weapon in 
resisting the Israeli expansionist plan which is threatening the fate of the 
Palestinian people as a nation and the whole area. 


Therefore, what is the force that we need in order to stop Israel from 
invading Jordan in the next phase of its expansionist plan? 


We have seen how Israel entered Beirut and nobody said a word to it, neither 
in Washington nor in Moscow, let alone in the Arab capitals. Tomorrow 

when the armies of Begin and Sharon head toward Amman, who is going to tell 
them 'stop'? Bombastic speeches and enthusiastic national poetry is not 
enough to stop the Israeli invasion. We need a force to stop it. I believe 
that the peace forces inside Israel that support us are a strong and basic 
defense line for us. Therefore, relations with them must be developed so 
that through cooperation with them we can thwart the Israel expansionist 
plans and impose our view that calls for the establishment of genuine and 
just peace that enables us to establish our own independent state. Therefore, 
Abu 'Ammar's meeting in Tunis with General Peled and Yuri Avneri was the 


best expression of all these meanings. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO SAID RENEWING TERRORIST ACTS WITH GDR AID 
TA251146 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 25 Jan 83 p l 


[Report by the Arab affairs correspondent ] 


[Text] The PLO has begun preparations for a renewal of controlled terrorist 
activity abroad in cooperation with the intelligence apparatuses of Syria 


and the GDR. 


It has been learned that the Fatah's "united security" apparatus, headed 

by Abu Iyad, who in the past was responsible for an appreciable share of 
the Fatah's attacks abroad, has recently been organizing after being 
undermined by the terrorists’ evacuation from Lebanon. The organizing 
includes, among other things, repairing the terrorist infrastructure in 
Europe and deploying activists abroad, and it is being done in coordination 
with Syria and the GDR's intelligence establishments. It seems that Abu 
Iyad recently discussed these issues with heads of the East German services 
on a visit he made to East Germany this past week. 


It seems that the Syrians are encouraging the trend toward renewing attacks 
abroad by Fatah as a part of the fight against ‘Arafat, who is for the 
moment opposed to renewing terrorist activity abroad out of fear that this 
will harm the PLO'’s "moderate" image abroad. 


Syria has recently also been encouraging radical organizations in the PLO 
and outside it (such as the organizations of Habash, Jibril and al-Hawatimi 
and the Abu Nidal group) to renew terrorism abroad and increase the wave 
of attacks against IDF soldiers in Lebanon. According to information that 
has not yet been confirmed, the Syrians have recently established a joint 
general staff with several of the radical PLO organizations in order to 
encourage the increased terrorist activity, but in a controlled way so as 
to avoid Syrian involvement in an IDF retaliation action against their 
forces in Lebanon's al-Biqa'’ region. 








PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


SALAH KHALAF ON ALGIERS MEETING, NEW ARAB FRONT 
GF131922 Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 12 Feb 83 ppl, 9 
[Dispatch by ‘Amid al-Shanti from Algiers] 


[Excerpts] Salah Khalaf, alias Abu Iyad, Fatah Central Committee member, 
has affirmed to AL-WATAN that the preparatory meetings currently taking 
place in Algiers, including the third meeting of the secretaries general 

of the Palestinian revolution factions, have revealed the depth of democracy 
in the revolution's ranks. The Palestinian revolution is a gigantic revo- 
lution which rejects mandate, he said. 


A Palestinian source has said Libyan leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi has 
proposed mediation between Libya and Fatah and that he asked PDRY leader 
"Ali Nasir Muhammad to mediate between the two sides. 


The source said the PLO representative in Aden, ‘Abbas Zaki, conveyed this 
proposal to Yasir ‘Arafat, who is currently in Algiers to attend the 16th 
session of the Palestine National Council, which will begin tomorrow, Monday. 


The Palestinian source said there is a proposal to form a new Arab front 
which will include the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front countries and 
some other Arab countries under the name: "The Front for the Defense of 
the Arab World" [Jabhat al-Difa' 'Al al-'Alam al-'Arabi]. 


AL-WATAN has learned that the rightist Lebanese Phalangist Party has begun 
contacts with the Palestinian resistance to lay down the new bases for the 
new Palestinian-Lebanese relations. 


A Palestinian official has held Israel responsible for the explosion of the 
Palestinian Research Center in Lebanon and said this sabotage was aimed 
at exploding the contacts between the Phalangists and the PLO. 
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SALESTINIAN Ar'PAlLhos 


ERIC kOULSAU eXAMINES PNC MEETING 

PLO Supports Brezhnev Plan 
Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Feb 83 pp l, 4 
[Article by special correspondent Eric Rouleau/ 


/Text/ The PNC /Palestinian National Council/ 
was to make public this Tuesday afternoon, 

22 February, the resolutions during its ses- 
sion in Algiers. 


According to our special correspondent, one 
of the resolutions proclaims the PLO's support 
for the Brezhnev plan, which advocates, among 
other things, the recognition by the Pales-— 
tinian organization of the "right of all the 
countries in the area, including Israel, to 
live in peace." The Palestinian congress, in 
addition, ratifies the Fez plan, without going 
as far as formally rejecting the Keagan plan, 
considered, however, "inadequate" to be the 
basis for a fair settlement. 


Algiers--In exchange for the recognition of its national rights, 
including the right to establish an independent state, the 
Palestinian people, represented by the PLO, will recognize the 
richt of all countries in the area, including Israel to live in 
peace; a conference will be held under the aegis of the United 
Nations for that purpose. Such is, in simple language, the 
sense of the resolution which the PNC was to adopt during a pub- 
lic meeting this Tuesday, 22 March, in the early afternoon. 


It is at least the sense which the main Fath leaders are giving 
to the text which proclaims the "support’ of the Palestinian 











representatives for the Brezhnev plan.* The latter proposed 

2 years ago a peace settlement on the basis mentioned above. 

Once more the "parliament" of the fedayin implicitly expressed 
itself in favor of a compromise which the international community 


will assess in different ways. 


Other proposed resolutions drawn up in committee, whose texts 
had not yet been made public this Tuesday morning testify to 
the victory of the "moderates" over their "radical”™ opponents. 
The Fez plan was adopted. The Reagan plan is not absolutely 
rejected, but is considered inadequate to be a valid basis for 
a fair settlement, Abou Ayad, one of the main Path leaders ex- 
plained to us adding: "The American plan undeniably has some 
positive aspects, particularly the freezing of settlements in 
occupied areas." The principle of a Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation--advocated by the American president--is endorsed. 
The dialorue outlined with Egypt is not condemned and it will be 
continued to the extent that the latter takes its distance from 
the Camp David accords. The PLO Executive Committee is in- 
structed to contact all "the democratic and progressive forces" 
The strategic alliance with Svria will be strength- 


in Israel. 
will be developed with all other Arab coun- 


ened; vood relations 
tries. 


Such is the substance of the proposed resolutions approved unani-= 
mously in the politica] committee, in which all tendencies in the 
assembly were represented. The ambiguity of some texts adopted 
explain partially this surprising result. Various acts of moder- 
ate personalities in Fath favored the compromise: The intransi- 
ceance of Farouk Kaddoumi, the chief of Palestian diplomacy, 

who helped to win over "radicals" to the "moderates," the con- 
ciliatine flexibility of Abou Ayad and esnecially the pathetic 
pleading made behind closed doors Sunday by Yasser Arafat. 

Not succeeding in disarming his main adversaries, Georce Habache 
\avef Hawatmeh, declaring that the work of the political] 

the PLO chairman took it on 

m of the Piles- 
had 


and 
committee hardly was progressing, 
himself to make a final appeal to the patriotis 
Witnesses said Yasser Arafat never 


tinian representatives. 
Wa S 


expressed himself with such frankness, anc he reported|v 
rarelv listenec to with such feeling. 


weaker and more vulnerable than you suspect, he declared, 


he are 
Despite the heroic resistance of our 


in short, to the assembly. 


the 





*In April 1981 the PNC had limited itself to "welcoming" 
Brezhnev plan and not approving it. 











fighters, the war in Lebanon has left us without asylum and our 
people wander from one refugee camp to another, threatened with 


annihilation. 


We must not have any illusions about the support of the arab 
world. The latter abandoned to his fate on the eve of the 
Second World War, Haj Amine El Husseini (who led the nationa! 
Palestinian movement in the thirties and the forties) althouch 
the latter enjoyed the enthusiastic support of all the brother 
countries, of the governments, as well as the peoples. 


Blaming some of his comrades without mentioning them, Arafat 
accused them of being "the representatives of some Arab resimes 
in our midst, instead of being the interpreters of Palestinian 
aims with them." In spite of everything, he added, the PLO can- 
not allow itself the luxury of breaking with any Arab country. 
"We must, on the contrary, resort to all our tactical strategems 
to maintain and develop our relations with al] Arab governments, 
regardless of their colors or political policies." 


Referring to the confrontation which pits him against President 
Assad, Arafat asserted forcefully: "We are united with Syria, 
by the bonds of a ‘faithful marriage.’ Our strategic alliance 
with it is critical. What would become of us without the sanc- 
tuary it offers us on Israel's frontiers? i tell you unashamedly 
that if the Damascus government was to expel me through the door, 
I would return through the window; and if the latter should be 


bolted, I would bore a tunnel to get myself back in Svriai"™ 


These words of realism reappeared constantly in the PLO chair- 
He praised, in this respect, the "historic" de- 
cision made in 1974 by the PNC to accept the principle of two 
states in Palestine: one Jewish, the other Arab. The decision 
was hard to make, he pointed out, but thanks to it we have 
broadened our audience among the Palestinian people, because we 
gave them a practical goal. We should not deceive them todav. 


man's talk. 


"Yos But" and "No But" 


Any error of judgment 


Arafat again declared, "be suspicious. 
to remove us from 


be fatal for us, every mistake threatens 
scene.” And he followed up: "It is true, we 
orthwhile, but we do not have the means 


Nor can we say yes to just anyone. 


could 
the international 
are not offered anything w 


to say no to everything. 

From now on, it will be necessary for us to learn to say yes 

but' and 'no but'...” 

It is after this long preamble that the PLO chairman asked his 
to give him in 


audience to ratify the Fez plan, such as it 1S, 








addition, "room to maneuver" in the diplomatic activity he in- 
tends to conduct, to not reject absolutely all of the Reagan 
plan, to allow him the opportunity to conduct dialogue with 
Ogypt,as well as with "the democratic and progressive forces in 
Israel," without exclusion, to finally allow him to continue his 
negotiations with King Hussein with a view to the creation of a 
confederation between Jordan and the future sovereign state of 
Palestine. 


"You have no reason to fear such an association, he continued. 

I would have personally favored a union of the Hashemite Kingdom 
and TransJordan. Moreover, I proposed that as early as 1974 to 
the King who rejected it. He should have considered that such a 
combination would include 1 million of his fellow countrymen 

and more than 4 million citizens of Palestinian origin." 


Uverwhelmed by the direct style, the eloquence and the mood of 
sincerity of Yasser Arafat, impressed also by the threats he 
made to vive up his post as PLO chairman, if his opponents did 
not withdraw the amendments they had introduced, the Palestinian 
"deputies," of all tendencies approved in committee the draft 
resolutions proposed by the "moderates." 


A Spectacular iieversal 


Nevertheless, it was astonishing that the "extremists" were able 
"to support” the Brezhnev plan as well as the declaration pub- 
lished on last 3 January by the chiefs of state of the warsaw 
Pact--the latter also calling explicitly for peace negotiations 
between Israel and the PLO--while a number of delegates were 
considering voting against the Fez plan, although the latter 
onlv advocates implicitly the same step. 


The reasons given to explain this spectacular reversal should be 
considered: The “radical"™ deputies distrusted less the content 
of the Fez plan than its Arab authors, who were suspected of 

wanting to switch the Palestinians on to "the siding of the 
Une of our spokesmen said to uS, "America does 


Tr " 
keagan plan. , 
price, even united 


not want sovereign Palestinian state at any 
with Jordin and perhaps not even a peaceful settlement." Un the 
other nand, a peace sponsored by the UsSkh inspires confidence_ 

in most of the PNC, not for ideological reasons--the Palestinian 
parliament only has 5 communist deputies out of 360 members-—but 


because "the socialist countries have always supported our 
national cause." 


goes to the source, Andropov 


According to information which : ) 
in Moscow that 


assured Yassar Arafat during a recent intervie» 








the USSR will support him in all fields even more vigorously than 
Brezhnev had done. Moscow, our informers assure, recommends to 
the PLU both "realism and firmness." 


Abou Avad told us, on his part, "111 the western conditions would 
be satisfied if the Brezhnev plan was to be implemented,” 
added, "unfortunately, none are So deaf as those who eco not want 
to hear. Utherwise peace would be at hand. On our part, we “re 


Hn 


ready for it." 


‘Moderates’ on the Defensive at Algiers 
Paris LE MUNDE in French 20-21 Feb 83 pp 1, 3 
{Article by special correspondent tric hKouleau, 


[Text/ Un the eve of the adoption of the final 
resolutions of the session of the Palestinian 
National Council in Algiers, Yasser Arafat ex- 
panded his "parliamentary base" on Friday, 

18 March. In fact, he obtained the admission 
to the council of 20 "military men" placed 
under his authority. Abou Vaoud, member of the 
Path Central Committee, who was arrested, then 
released in Paris in January 1976, becomes a 
member of the national council. Although 
Arafat strengthens his position, his noderate 
"yroposals" were violently attacked by the 


"“diehards." 


initinl confrontation between the Hejyection ront and 
the supporters of conciliation broke up on Friday evening, 

18 February, the unusual harmony which prevailed for 5} days in 
the PNC's deliberations. Until then, the procedural discussions 
of a fussy legalism or of a political nature hed been marked by 
polite exchanges or by mild monologues. The differences, which, 
however, were far-reaching were only expressed by hints or omis= 
while excesses in language, which were very rare, were 
eliminated from the minutes. 


Aj giers--an 


S10NnS, 
immediately 
the assembly chairman's calls for order were not able to 
restrain the verbal outbursts of Ahmed Jibril, secretary general 
the popular front--general command, an organization attached 
gave free rein to their emotions, 
Blaming personal]. 


Friday, 


of 
to Svria. The PNC members also 
booing or frantically applauding the speakere 
Arafat, who displayed a calm bordering on indifference, Jibril 
rejected everything, the Reagan plan, and the Fez plan, negot1a- 
tions conducted by the PLO chairman with King flussein, contacts 
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with gypt, as well as the Israeli "doves," called “infamous 
Zionists.” In his eyes, everything is "treachery." According 
to him the PLO leadership has continued to violate the orvani za 
tion's charter and political program, threatening its unity. 

iis praise of Syrian President Assad and Colone] Yadhdhalti, the 
Libyan leader, won him the boos of most of the crowd, Yasser 
Arafat and his friends, he maintained, in short, had compromised 
with the enemy in renouncing liberating all of Palestine. 


Flunkies 


As usual, the PLO chairman warmly embraced the speaker »hom he 
followed to the platform, Abou Ayad, who was assigned to answer 
him. “We do not have to take lessons in patriotism from a 
flunky! Fath which started armed struggle beginning in 196) will 
not let itself be intimidated by demagogy and empty slovans$" 
exclaimed Arafat's faithful comrade, before continuing his speech 


in a more restrainec manner. 


"It is eisy to reject everything and it requires Yration:lity «ona 
courave to be realistic,” he declared before mentioning as an 
example jen Gourion who, in 1947 had accepted the partition of 
Palestine, while being convinced that all this territory be longed 


+o the Jewish inheritance. 
Boos for Assad ina Qadhdhati 


tle pointed out accepting a compromise does not mean renouncing 
its inalienable rights. Contacts with HKeypt and Jorden will not 
lessen at all PLU opposition to the Camp Lavid 4@ccords or the 
teagan plan. Uistinguishing the Zionists from the Antizion;=ts 
in the dialogues started with the Israeli "doves" was to again 
* blindness. One of the founders of the Zionist 


show proof of Db 
World Conzress, Nabum Goldman, he continued, ‘defended in the 
nane of his iteology and his devotion to Israel, the nations] 


rights of the Palestinian people. The best book written on ‘the 
massacres of Sabra and Shatila is the work of an Israeli journal- 
| | : : } ~~ 2 e a rus 
ist, Ammon Kapeliouk, he indicated, to the applause of the crowc. 


The passages in Abou Ayad's speech in which he criticized, some- 
times 1n an ironical tone, presidents Assad and Yadhdhfi were very 
successful, evoking laughter, applause and boos for the two Arab 

f state. He exclaimed "we would |ike to reestablish 7006 
relations with them, but on condition that they respect the PLU's 
autonomy!” For the speaker, as for most of those who precece® 
the "strategic a|iliance"™ with Svrli, 


the cornerstone of PLU 


aeonetiye 


hinterland and sat 
, j : y . : «7 \ by, ‘vad 
v of the fedayin 15 olicv. Abou . 











pleaded impetuously for the adoption of the Fez plan, while 
Swearing by all the Gods that this would not leed to the recoc- 


nition of Israel, 


Judging by the long ovation which followed the conclusion of 
Abou Ayad's speech, we are inclined to think that the supporters 
of conciliation won over the diehards, even though some of the 
latter preserve their prestige intact. kespected by all, an 
incomparable orator, Georges Habache, seemed, in fact, also to 
have won the meetings support in maintaining the other day that 
a settlement in the present situation would only be a dissuised 
Capitulation, in view of the ratio of force between Israel and 
the Arab world. This explains his distrust of the "ez plan, his 
opposition to contacts with Jordan and Egypt (he does not have 
any objection, on the other hand, to dialogue with Israeli paci- 
fists) and his violent hostility to the Reagan plan, "an instru- 
ment of American hegemony in the Near East." Georges Habache, 
like the other diehards, does not propose any alternative solu- 
tion but the continuance of military and political combat, vic- 
tory accordine to him, being inevitable in time. The constant 
references to those won by the Algerian and Vietnamese naticnal- 


ists always tend to inspire the Palestinian representatives. 


The Threat of Split 


fhe tactics of the “realists” regrouped around Yasser Arafat, 
consisted, until Abou Ayad's speech, in submerging the opposition 
in an ocean of militant rhetoric. Thus, Farouk Kaddoumi, chief 
of Palestinian diplomacy, went about the corridors suggesting 
that he had succeeded in “taking the wind out of the extremists' 
sails." OUthers confided that the emphasis placed on the intensi- 
fication of armed struggle did not mean much, since Syria and 
Jordan, neighbors of Israel, prohibited all activity to the 
fedayin, who had no other field of action but Lebanon. 

e "moderates" are clearly on the defensive. They fear repris- 
als from Syria whose president refused three times recently to 
receive Arafat. They again fear the breakup of the PLC, which 
would be brought about by Damascus and which would drive them 


back into the camps of the “appeasers,” a term which Jibril used 


Friday evening in stressing the danger of a split. 

Moreover, the latter was contemplated during a secret meeting in 
Damascus on 7 February by three fedayin organizations of Svrian 
allegiance. These pressures led even before the opening of the 
Nationa! Palestinian Congress to an initial important result; 











Yasser Arafat and his friends renounced the project which they 
cherished a short time ago of proposing the organization of a 
government in exile instructed to begin peace negotiations, 


The PLO chairman's ambitions are now more modest: he would be 
satisfied with the adoption of the Fez plan, as well as a green 
livht or even orange, to continue his negotiations with king 
Hussein and his indirect contacts with the Egyptian government. 
Thus he would have sufficient room for maneuver, according to his 
close confidants, to resort to bold initiatives, in case tlhe 
diplomatic outlook should become clear. 


His friends say humorously, "generally the resolutions which 
must be adopted can be interpreted in nine different ways to 
satisfy all the organizations which make up the PLO, but it is 
his own--the tenth--which he puts in practice.” In the same view, 
Nayef Hawatmeh, chief of the Democratic Front, declared Friday 

in our presence: "We propose, but Arafat disposes.” And the 


latter replie? with a smiling humility: "no, no I am a demo- 


Cratesce” 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PFLP LEADER PRAISES SYRIA--Prague--PFLP leader Dr George Habas stressed © 
that the Syrian forces played a great, honorable role during the Zionist 
invasion of Lebanon. During his meetings in Prague, Habash said that the 
strategic relationship between Syria and the Palestinian revolution must 
be direct and most sublime. He also praised Syria's pan-Arab stands and 
brave support for the Palestinian revolution during the Lebanese war. 
Dr Habash condemned the Egyptian regime and the other agent regimes. He 
also criticized the Jordanian monarch, whom he accused of trying to contain 
He added that the reactionary regimes wanted 


the Palestinian revolution. 
[JN100608 Damascus 


the Arab nation to follow America's policy. [Text ] 
Domestic Service in Arabic 0415 GMT 10 Mar 83] 


FATAH LEADERS TRYING TO MOVE--Many activists from the central Fatah Hit 

(' sector") have recently been trying to move from Syria 
to Jordan as part of the terrorists' efforts to free themselves from 
Syrian pressure and to resume attacks in the territories and in Israel 
from Jordanian soil. As a result of the fact that Abu Jihad, the head of 
Fatah's Hit Center, has moved from Damascus to Amman together with some 
elements from the "western sector" operation, additional Fatah activists 
and Abu Firas, who is responsible for attacks in the Jerusalem vicinity, 
submitted a similar request. Right now it looks as though the Jordanians 


Center ("the western 


to allow these activists to return to Jordan on a permanent basis, 
well be that Husayn will take a claculated risk and will permit 
from the Fatah Hit Center to enter Jordan as a gesture to 

in return agrees to authorize Jordan to join the 
[TA021637 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 2 Feb 83 p 1} 


are scared 
but it may 
the activsts 
Yasir ‘Arafat, if he 
political process. [Text] 











SAUDI ARABIA 


PUBLICATION SCORES IRANIAN INTRANSIGENCE 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 743, 16-22 Mar 83 p 12 
(Editorial: "This Iranian Intransigence...How Far Will It Go?"] 


'Text] Those who seek the interests of the Islamic and Arab nation and, 
particularly, peace and stability in the gulf region observed the latest 
nonaligned summit conference held in New Delhi with the hope and optimism 
that perhaps it would succeed in putting a stop to this losing battle between 


Iran and Iraq. 


Those who are reasonable and realistic both in the region and outside of it 
believed that a meeting of more than 100 states gathered together for a common 
interest and the desire to look towards a better future would certainly 
succeed in imposing a voice of rationality and logic on the two combatants. 


The voices of hundreds of wounded and dead and the cries of orphans and 
bereaved mothers who have been victimized by this cursed war were anticipating 
a behind-the-scenes solution at the New Delhi conference which would restore 
security to the people and states of the region leading to a revitalization 
and restarting of the machine of human and economic advancement which has been 


shut down by the war. 


However, the regime in Iran is determined to disappoint all of these hopes 
and kill all of these ambitions. 


The least that can be said about Tehran and its latest position is that Iran 
is determined to continue with this crime at a time when the Iraqi delegate 
has announced that his country is ready to accept any mediation committee 
chosen by the conference and would abide by its conclusions. 


Rather than Iran helping itself in the eyes of others by taking a positive 
stance on this important occasion for the nonaligned countries and the third 
world in general, the rulers in Tehran have sought to give the war the 
appearance of legitimacy and push the region further toward tension and 


fighting. 


Lran, which has killed every well-intentioned Islamic, Arab and international 
peace effort, is this time directing its blow at the entire nonaligned move- 
ment as represented by its latest conference. The Iranian position was a 


_* 
~~] 











f the movement who are preparing to move 


large black mark for the countries o 
that the organization appear cohesive, 


ahead in a new phase which requires 
effective and influential. 


Iranian stupidity will not lead to an Iraqi surrender or the submission of 

its people, nor will it achieve the dreams of expansion and hegemony which 

are nestled in the heads of some Iranian leaders. However, it will lead to 
awful consequences and losses for the Iranian people who have suffered greatly 
and lost thousands of their youth and many of their capabilities in a war 


which lost its legitimacy long ago. 


CSO: 4404/285 











SYRIA 


TISHRIN ON ISRAELI-LEBANESE-U.S. NEGOTIATIONS 


JN131236 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0415 GMT 13 Mar 83 


[Report from the press review | 


[Text] TISHRIN says: After the Israeli invasion of Lebanon has created 
the required background, it did not take the United States long to impose 
on Lebanon direct negotiations with Israel as an advanced step on the road 
to normalization which it seeks to achieve between all the Arabs and Israel. 
Direct negotiations serve the U.S. strategic plan which aims at achieving 
the U.S. concept of peace that would entrench a comprehensive imperialist- 
Zionist hegemony on the entire region. 


The U.S. method of pushing Lebanon toward direct negotiations was to hold 
its hand and participate in the negotiations as a full partner. 


TISHRIN adds: Now, after Lebanon has abided by its rejection of the 
illogical and unacceptable Israeli conditions, the United States found 
itself compelled to move the negotiations from Khaldah in Lebanon and 

Qiryat Shemon in occupied Palestine to a certain camp in the United States 
just as it had moved the negotiations with al-Sadat through Kissinger from 
Geneva and the 101 km zone to Brussels in December 1978, later to Blair 
House and finally to Camp David where all the Egyptian conditions and stands 
vanished. Al-Sadat declared these stands and conditions in an attempt to 
conceal his treacherous initiative. 


TISHRIN adds: It is the same U.S. method, and even the details might be 
identical. The United States is now trying to move the negotiations from 
Khaldah, Qiryat Shemona and Ba'abda to a certain camp in the United States 
in order to reach an agreement similar to the Camp David accords. To 
clarify the picture, we must remember the statements of Kissinger, Nixon, 
Vance, Atherton, Saunders and their teacher Carter, then compare them to 
those of Habib, Darper, Shultz and their teacher Reagan. The U.S. 
administrations have changed, the White House occupants have also changed, 
but the U.S. policy remains the same: a strong alliance with Israel and a 
deep-rooted hostility toward the Arabs and their cause, and constant attempts 
to impose hegemony and to achieve solutions which serve the imperialist- 


Zionist interests. 











SHRIN concludes: As a reminder, Syria is following the current tripartite 
negotiations out of its desire to support the Lebanese negotiating stand 
that it will be able to impose international legitimacy through the 
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implementation of the UN Security Council resolutions which call for an 
unconditional Israeli withdrawal; and from the premise of its legitimate 
to object by all means available to any unjust condition which would 


Ffect Lebanon's security and sovereignty. 











SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


OPPOSITION TO AL-ASAD REGIME--A leadership for the National Alliance to 

save Syria from Hafiz al-Asad's regime following the Hamah massacre in 

April 1982 has been formed. The leadership consists of representatives of 
the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, the Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamic Front, 
the Socialist Arab Party and some independent personalities. The leadership 
is headed by former Syrian President Amin al-Hafiz, former Vice President 
Akram al-Hawrani, Muslim Brotherhood Deputy Leader "Adnan Sa'd al-Din, and 
Islamic Front Secretary General Ahmad al-Bayanuni. The alliance leadership 
has shown documentary evidence to a senior Italian official giving details 

of the secret meetings that took place between Rif'at al-Asad [President 
al-Asad's brother} and former Israeli Defense Minister Sharon 26 and 27 August 
last year. The leadership also revealed the route which the Israeli aircraft 
took in order to bomb the Iraqi nuclear reactor. It confirmed that these 
aircraft passed through Syrian airspace, not Saudi airspace, -s the Israeli 
sources claimed. [Text] [PM151517 Cairo OCTOBER in Arabic 13 Mar 83 p 1} 








PFOPLFE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMFN 


JOINT COMMUNIOQUF ISSUED ON CUBA'S MONTANE VISIT 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 9 Feb 83 p 5 


[Text] By invitation of the Central Committee of the Yemen Socialist Party, a 
delegation of the Cuban Communist Party headed by Comrade Jesus Montane, 
alternate member of the Politburo, member of the Secretariat and head of the 
General Department of Foreign Relations of the Central Committee of the Cuban 
Communist Party, visited the Yemen People's Democratic Republic from 2 
February to 8 February 1983. 


The delegation was received by Comrade Ali Nasser Muhammad, general secretary 
of the PSY [Yemen Socialist Party], president of the Presidium of the Supreme 
People's Council and of the Council of Ministers of the Yemen People's 


Democratic Republic. 


During the meeting Comrade Jesus Montane delivered to Comrade Ali Nasser 


Muhammad a message from Fidel Castro, first secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Cuban Communist Party and president of the Council of State and Ministers 


of the Republic of Cuba. 


Talks between the delegation from the Cuban Communist Party and the delegation 
from the PSY were held in a climate of friendship and mutual understanding, 
the similarity of viewpoints existing between them becoming evident. 


Presiding over Yemen's side during the talks was Comrade Abdul Qadir Abdul 
Ghani, member of the Politburo and secretary of the Central Committee of the PSY. 


Presiding for the Cuban side was Comrade Jesus Montane, alternate member of 
the Politburo and head of the General Department of Foreign Relations of t 
Central Committee of the Cuban Communist Party. 


bilateral relations between the two parties, governments and countries, 


Both sides expressed satisfaction at the degree of development reached in the 
sed 
on the principles of scientific socialism and of proletarian internationall 











They also assessed the results of the visit paid by Comrade Ali Nasser 
Muhammad, general secretary of the Central Committee of the PSY and president 
of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Council and of the Council of 
Ministers, in his capacity as head of a delegation of the party and government 
of the Yemen People's Democratic Republic to the Republic of Cuba at the 
beginning of the year 1982, as well as the significant talks held with Comrade 


Fidel Castro. 


During the course of the talks, reference was made to the fulfillment of the 
resolutions reached by the Special General Meeting of the PSY and by the Second 
Congress of the Cuban Communist Party and to the tasks being undertaken by 

both parties and countries in their present stage of development. 


Ideas were also exchanged regarding the bilateral collaboration between the 
two parties, and questions concerning other areas of Yemen-Cuban relations 
and means to facilitate their development and consolidation were considered. 


The Cubans were highly appreciative of the profound and progressive soclo- 
economic and cultural transformations that have taken place in the PDRY under 
the leadership of the PSY, as well as of the positive contribution made by 
Democratic Yemen toward the solidarity among Arab countries based on the 
struggle against imperialism and Zionism and the unity this creates among the 


struggling Palestinian People. 


They also praised the effective solidarity aimed at constructive cooperation 
and peaceful coexistence. 


The Yemeni side was highly appreciative of the success attained by the Cuban 
people under the leadership of the Cuban Communist Party in the fulfillment of 
the resolutions of the Second Congress and in the subsequent development of 
the socialist society, giving high marks to the combative role and the soli- 
darity of its revolutionary struggle in support of the campaign for liberation 
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, and to its positive role in 


the Nonaligned Nations Movement. 


They also reaffirmed the importance of the support given by Cuba to Democratic 
Yemen, which contributed to the attainment of national independence and the 
socialist objectives of the national democratic revolution. 

The Yemeni side expressed its appreciation for the indomitable and ethical 
port given by the Republic of Cuba to the legitimate struggle of the Arab 


++ 


On analyzing the present international situation, both sides reaffirmec the 
importance of the struggle for peace, for warding off the threat of a catastrophic 


Ve 
nuclear war and for the development of cooperation among countries with dif- 
ferent clalist regimes. 
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hey expressed deep concern over the increase 1n international tension cue 


he policies followed by North American imperialism and those of other member 
ountries of NATO in unleashing an unrestrained arms race. 











They also condemned the North American policy of brazen interference in other 
countries' internal affairs and their use of pressure and blackmail in trying 
to impose their will and repress the people's legitimate aspirations for 
liberty and social progress. 


Both sides hailed the peace proposals made by the general secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Comrade Yuri Andropov, directed towards 
achieving a climate of international security and reduced tension. 


Both sides gave special attention to the violent situation in the Middle East 
he 


resulting from Israel's expansionist and aggressive policies towards th 
Palestinian people and towards the rest of the Arab countries, in which North 
American imperialism is an accomplice. 


They energetically condemned Israel's occupation of Lebanese territory and the 
barbaric massacre committed against West Beirut's civilian population, fact 
that bring to mind the most heinous crimes perpetrated in the history of 
humanity and which were carried out by Israeli soldiers with the U.S. Govern- 
ment's complete knowledge and support. 


Both sides reject U.S. and Israeli attempts to impose conditions on Lebanon with 
the sole purpose of carrying out the objective that started with the savage 
Israeli aggression against that independent nation, and they demanded the end 

of the occupation of Lebanese territory by Israel and the fulfillment of the 

UN resolutions relating to this, with the objective of guaranteeing Lebanon's 


independence, sovereignty and territorial unity. 


Both sides expressed admiration for the heroism, in the face of Israeli 
aggression, of the Palestinian combatants and the Lebanese national forces, 
whose steadfastness was the main factor that made possible the defeat of the 
aggressor's plans to eliminate Palestinian resistance and to do away with the 


Palestinlan movement. 


Both sides noted with satisfaction the spreading growth of the world's 
interest in the Palestinian people's movement and in their right to self- 
determination, a consequence of the bravery and heroism of the Palestiniar 
fighters, all of which has strengthened the international position of th 
Palestine Liberation Organization. 


Both sides expressed complete rejection of the so-called keagan plan for the 
Middle East, whose only purpose is to deprive the Palestinian Arab people of 
their right of establishing a free and independent state in their own territory 
and to ignore the role played by the Palestine Liberation Organization and the 
UN in the solution of the Middle East problem, 

They also expressed their rejection of the attempt to replace a just ana com- 
prehensive solution to the Middle East conflict, and particularly the 


hoce of Cam 


Palestinian problem, with concessionary agreements similar to those of Camp 


David. 











Both sides expressed their total conviction that a just and lasting peace in 
the Middle East will not be achieved if the Palestinian problem 1s not solved 
in a just and comprehensive manner based on the complete withdrawal of the 
Israelis from the Arab territory occupied since 1967 and the guarantee of the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to form an 
independent state. They reaffirmed their total support of the PLO, the only 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


They also stated that this just solution can be achieved by holding an inter- 
national conference with the participation of all the interested parties, 
including the PLO in its role as representative of the Palestinian people. 


Both sides talked about the situation in the peninsula, the Arabian Gulf and 

the Red Sea--they stressed the importance of converting this zone into a 
peaceful one--and strongly condemned the increasing U.S. attempts at interfering 
in the internal affairs of the countries in the area, trying to make them 

give up their legitimate right to control their national assets. 


They clearly stated their opposition to the location of foreign military bases 
in this region and the proliferation of atomic weapons here. 


Both parties affirmed once more thelr support for declaring the Indian Ocean 
a region of peace and, in accordance with the UN resolution, called for an 


international conference regarding this matter. 


Both sides reaffirmed their support for the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic 
and for the struagle led by the POLISARIO front in their fight for the defense 
of their sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


delegations, on analyzing the Latin American and 
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The Cuban and Yemeni 
main threat to peace in Central America 


Caribbean situation, agreed that the 
Ss represented by the constant imperialist threats faced by the people's 
evolutions in Nicaragua and Grenada, which need maximum international support 


c 
and solidarity. 


h sides welcomed the proposals made by the FDR-FMLN [Revolutionary Democratic 
arabundo Marti National Liberation Front] aimed at finding a negotiated 
to the conflict in El Salvador. 


condemned the threats ressure and imperialist maneuve 
’ L 


r ] 
ilizing and intimidating the countries of Latin America and the C; 
1 


na the revolutionary processes existing in the region, especially In 
dor, under the leadership of the FDR-FMLN, and in Guatemala. 


They declared their solidarity with the revolutionary proces 
Suriname. They also hailed the democratic process taking pl 
reiterated their solidarity and support for the peoples of C 
Paraguay, Puerto Rico and all the countries who struggle aga 


Jictatorial regimes. 








Both sides strongly condemned the U.S. use of Israel in their interventionist 
policies in Latin America, which has resulted in the signing of military agree- 
ments between Zionist regimes and Latin American dictatorships, and in the 


increase of U.S. and Israeli intervention in the region's affairs. 


The Yemeni side reiterated its support for the just demands of the people and 
government of Cuba that ask for the unconditional return of the Guantanamo naval 
base territory expropriated by the U.S. Government, as well as the lifting of 
the criminal economic blockade it has imposed on them. 


They expressed their concern about the continuation of the war between Iraq 
and Iran and asserted the need to find a just and honorable political solution 
to this conflict, since this would benefit both countries and would consolidate 
the struggle against imperialist designs in the area. 


Both parties emphasized the important role played by the Nonaligned Nations 
Movement in reinforcing international peace and security and its contribution 
in the search for a new economic order, and pointed out that the intense 
activity carried out by the movement during the last few years is evident proof 
of the unstoppable advance of the people in their struggle against imperialism, 


colonialism, neocolonialism, racism, Zionism and apartheid. 


he Yemeni side hailed the important role played by Cuba and by Comrade Fidel 
Castro as president of the Nonaligned Nations Movement and his valuable con- 
tribution to the strengthening of unity among member countries. 


r 
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Both sides affirmed the need to consolidate the unity of socialist forces, tne 
national liberation movements and the national and progressive forces in the 
world that struggle for peace and national Stability and for liberation, 
independence and social progress. 

Both sides expressed satisfaction with the talks held, which were characterized 
py a friendly, fraternal atmosphere. 

They also expressed their confidence that this visit could be considered a 
contribution to the consolidation and development of friendly relations and 
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‘ooperation between the two countries in all areas and in favor o 


ecurity and social progress in the world. 








AFGHANISTAN 


‘NCH DOCTOR DENIES CHEMICAL WARFARE IN AFGHANISTAN 
LD041838 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0415 GMT 4 Mar 83 


[Text] Kabul, 3 Mar (BAKHTAR)--Two arrested saboteurs and terrorists who 
were alined with the counterrevolutionary elements in Afghanistan, yesterday 
admitted the use of chemical weaponry by counterrevolutionary bandits in 
Afghanistan substantiating their confessions with material evidence at a 


press conference held here for foreign and local journalists. 


These agents of imperialism and reaction admitted to the baselessness of 
‘tern allegations about the use of such weapons by the armed forces of 
the DRA. Local and foreign press correspondents, reporters and a number 


cultural attaches of foreign embassies in Kabul participated in the 
conference. 
pening the press conference a spokesman of Foreign Affairs Ministry of the 
\RA said that the training of traitorous mercenaries by American, Chinese, 
tani military instructors, arming them with various kinds 
‘6 American weapons and despatching them to the revolutionary Afghanistan 
for acts of terror are all undeniable manifestations of an undeclared war 
n i ntinuing with the direct participation of the United States of 
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\merica against the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 


The Foreign Ministry's spokesman added that the United States and its 

i mplices resort to dissemination of a whole array of rumors and false 

ré rts rder to mislead the world public opinion and to cover up their 
ts This allegation that chemical weapons have been used 
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in the U.S.A. The bandits who possessed these bombs were produced before 
the local and foreign journalists. 


Similarly on 25 August, the armed forces of the DRA once again recovered 
a chemical bomb of type C.E. which was hurled by the counterrevolutionary 
elements. One could clearly read on this bomb the mark SSMP-7 and the 


phrase "made in U.S.A." 


The two saboteurs, hirelings of impersaven and reaction, who were produced 
at yesterday's press conference included a citizen of France and an Afghan. 
They were captured in Lowgar and Herat provinces by the security forces of 


the DRA . 


Monsieur Philipp Augoyard, who was captured in Lowgar Province in January 

this year, admitted in this press conference to having links with ‘prepeeae 

and spying organizations of the Afghan counterrevolution. He said "T 

came to Peshawar, having links with AMI, AIB and AFINO intel tisence 

Organization based in France and from there through the (Harakate Ingelabi 
Islami) I entered the territory of Afghanistan illegally and helped 

Afghanistan's counterrevolutionary elements in their counterrevolutionary 

activities. I used to place my intelligence, which would be of use to 

Afghan counterrevolution at the disposal of the above mentioned organizations." 


Concerning the allegations of Western propaganda as to the alleged use of 
chemical weapons in the provinces of Afghanistan especially in Lowgar, 

ilipp Augoyard said: ‘Apart from performing medical activities as a 
doctor I was also engaged in certain other activities. I was engaged in 
setting information of Afghanistan particularly in finding signs of the use 
of chemical weapons in the region where I was assigned. I was to send these 
informations to AMI, AIB and AFINO organizations. And as I found out these 
yrganizations used to send this information BeRCEEAERS the revolution of 
Afghanistan to the Western spying or; ranizations.' 
He explained that in Lowgar and other regions of Afghanistan he tried to find 
‘ons of chemical weapons and interviewed a lot of people including the 


© sl) 
ounterrevolutionaries but that he could not find the best evidence. He 
1id that he « ther French doctors never treated any patient who might 
have been suffering from the aftermath of the use ol chemical weapons. 
Neither himself nor other French doctors ever met such a patient. 
In reply to another question he said: "The end of September when I came 
to Lowgar to perform my job, lI had not even heard anything about the U.S. 
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e other terrorist (Mir Hamza) who was a nember of (Jamiati Islami) band 
and was captured by the 

th the counterrevolutionary bands in Iran and Pakista 
tant of the (Nahzat Khwah) band which has its centre in Iran, he 


security forces in Hrat admitted to having links 
n. He said that as 


stan to carry out subversive activities. He added: 


had come to Afghani 
ere placed at 
L 


Assorted American, Chinese, Egyptian and Pakistani weapons w 
our disposal for use in the fulfillment of our subversive act 
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vities." 


In reply to the question whether he had used chemical weapons in the 


in repiy — 
‘course of his terroristic acts, he said: "While carrying out subversive 


acts, among other arms which we received from our band in Pakistan, chemical 
weapons were also placed at our disposal. And simultaneously some foreign 


instructors also came to Afghanistan in order to train us in the use of 


these weapons. These instructors spoke Dari language fluently. Of course 
. 2 7 7 ’ 1 a ° " 

fter a while I came to know that they were Americans, 

ie explained that these instructors always warned us about hos lethal and 


dangerous these weapons were. They told us to wear certain protective things 


masks and gave us certain tablets to use whenever we were 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PRIME MINISTER OPPOSES DISCUSSING "AFGHAN QUESTION' 
AU081456 Sofia TRUD in Bulgarian 7 Mar 83 p 3 


(Interview with Soltan Ali Keshtmand, prime minister of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan, by BTA correspondents Krasimir Drumev and Lyubomir 
Kasevatov in New Delhi on 6 March] 


[Text] Soltan Ali Keshtmand, prime minister of the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan, who represents his country at the seventh conference of the 
nonaligned countries’ state and government leaders, in an inte~view for BIA, 
expressed his hope that the New Delhi conference will contribute to the 
consolidation of world peace and international security, that the conference 
will adopt constructive measures for preventing the threat of thermonuclear 
disaster and for the alleviation of tension throughout the world. He 
expressed the hope that the conference will denounce imperialism and support 
the peaceful initiatives of the Soviet Union and of the other socialist 
countries. The Afghan prime minister expressed himself in favor of 
establishing a more just economic order in the world and pointed out that 
the developed capitalist couutries, headed by the United States, are trying 
to preserve their economic superiority over the developing countries as 

well as take advantage of them for their political goals. This is the 

main obstacle preventing the establishment of international economic 
relations likely to be to everybody's advantage, the prime minister oi 
Afghanistan pointed out. 


Keshtmand stated that, as a matter of principle, his government is opposed 
to the discussion of the so-called "Afghan question" at the conference, 
adding that to include this question in the political declaration of the 
conference would represent an interference in the domestic affairs of 
Afghanistan. The prime minister pointed out that it is his intention to 
submit a proposal on this subject to the conference of the Nonaligned 


Countries’ Movement. 


The prime minister of Afghanistan expressed his great appreciation for 
Afghani-Bulgarian relations and pointed out that Bulgaria's revolutionary 
experience has been of great value for Afghanistan. Soltan Ali Keshtmand 
expressed his gratitude to the Bulgarian Government and to the BCP, as 

well as to the entire Bulgarian people for the support rendered to Afghanistan 
and stressed the importance of personal encounters and talks between Todor 
7hivkov and Babrak Karmal, the first leaders of the two countries an parties, 
as regards the intensification and consolidation of Bulgarian-Afghan relations. 


CSO: 2200/53 
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WAR AND LIBERALIZATION VIE FOR ATTENTION IN TEHRAN 


19 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 108, 10 Feb 83 pp 1-2 


‘Text] As Iranian and Iraqi forces remained locked in what so far appeared 
an indecisive struggle observers by midweek had begun to cogitate on the 
implications should the Iranian offensive fail and on what could have been 
behind the long wait for it to be launched. 


Iraqi intelligence reports, as recounted by officials in Baghdad, have in 
the past proved fairly accurate. And on the eve of this latest attack 
saddam Hussain and his aides had suggested that the two main reasons why it 
had been delayed were that there was a division among the mullahs on con- 
tinuing the war and that the military chiefs in Iran refused to accept the 
responsibility for launching a new offensive. They were insisting that the 
Jecision must be made by the politicians and not by them, Saddam claimed. 


This appeared to fit in with theories aired by some Iranian analysts that 
the real aim of any new offensive by Iran would be limited gains that could 
enable the mullahs to claim one final victory before agreeing to at least 
open discussions on peace. Sources said an Algerian mission had been active 
in Tehran in the past few weeks and the Algerians would hardly have wasted 


mae 


their time if they thought the mullahs had only continuation of all-out 
war in mind 


In such circumstances, the analysts said, it was understandable that the 


military chiefs would not want to be held accountable not only for a pos- 
sible heavy loss of life but also any possible failure which Iraqi capacity 
hit back might produce 


uce. On the other hand, they could still claim credit 

if their offensive produced results that exceeded initial hopes. Cutting the 

Baghdad-Basra main highway would obviously give 

if it proved feasible. If it did not even mere allegations of failu 
a 


he levelled towards the mullahs who had ordered the attack. 
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the winds of change are really beginning to set in in Tehran", one commented. 


"In the past the wheel has always turned full circle in Iran--it looks as 
if, barring unforeseen hazards, the same thing could be happening again.” 


Reports from the capital said there seemed a general relaxation of atti- 
tudes in the city. Not only did women move around more freely and with some 
relaxation of former strict standards of Islamic dress but there seemed 

less inclination on the part of the ordinary man to reprove them, as happened 
so often in the past. The mood at social events and even in off 3 WE 


ices was 
said to be more relaxed and optimistic. The end of petrol rationing had 
also brought the bigger cars onto the streets again and new supplies in the 
shops and a general feeling that there was more money around was boosting 


trade, informants said. 


iper reports of victories, neard so orten 
r r 


Foreboding over new war casualties and uncertainty over the effects of more 
prolonged fighting were by midweek beginning to damp down some of the 
Dp 


uphoria, and the radio and news 
before, failed to mitigate this. Some people felt the announcement of the 
travel concession was brought forward from the anniversary of the 
to help divert attention to what might be happening in the war. 
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ndon IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 108, 10 Feb 83 p 3 


[Text] In an interview with the Tehran daily KAYHAN last week deputy tor- 
eion minister Javad Mansouri said that a major aim of th slamic republic's 


e I 1 
sn policy was to maximise the Islamic revolution's presence in inter- 
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said that during the current year [ran has sent more delegations 


i 
and received more delegations at home than ever before in the country's 
ri 
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history. He said compared to the heyday of expanded foreign relations dur- 
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in their struggle against domination by the superpowers, fe said. 




















IRAN 


IRAN UNCOOP=RATIVE OVER AFGHANISTAN TALKS 
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fondon IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 108, 10 Feb 83 pp 4,5 
‘Text] One of Iran's deputy foreign mini 
the U.N. special envoy dealing with the 

ill not sit * down to talks with the Kabu 


sters, Hossain Lavasani, has told 
ghan situation that his country 
overnment while Soviet troops 


— > pr 


i 
are occupying Afghanistan. 


topped nationalist groups inside Iran from accusing the 
ic of secretly cooperating with the Karmal regime in Kabul 
Afghan nationalists to Afghan communist agents. 


S 
Islamic republ 


'n leaflets distributed in Tehran and Mashad, signed by a so-called "Organi- 

Iranians", it claimed that revolutionary guards in 
hich borders the Soviet Union and Afghanistan, work 
ssely with Afghan and Russian Communists. 


cr 


see 72 
zation I Nationalis 


"Khomeini's greatest deception is in his full cooperation with communists 

who are fighting Afghan nationalists,’ the leaflet says. "In Afghanistan 

forces of nationalism are faithful Muslims but they are not adherents to 

Khomeini's velayat-e-faghih; therefore, they are fighting on two fronts-- 

one with the Russians and the other with Khomeini thugs 7 

The leaflet contends that the Islamic regime in Tehran has not raised a 
inger t ely Afghan sreedom fighters. 

eceive the people Baku and Moscow radios at times broadcast commentar- 
ie the effect that e Islamic regime helps Afghan fighters,’ it says. 
This is a deception. Khomeini is Russia's stooge. He is an imposter and 
is mission is destruction of Islam and nationalism." 
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KHALKHALI DENIES HE ORDERED HOVEYDA'S EXECUTION 
TRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 108, 10 Feb 83 p 5 


Text] The notorious hanging judge Hojatoleslam Khalkhali has denied that 
] ordered the executions of top military or political figures of 


the Shah's regime, including former premier Amir Abbas Hoveyda. 


The much-hated Khalkhali, who has bragged of sentencing hundreds of drug 


addicts and other supposed criminals or counter-revolutionaries to death, 


stressed in an interview published in the Tehran daily KAYHAN that it was 
Knomeini personally who approved Islamic judgments and who gave him, 
iikhali, written authority to go ahead with executions. A copy of the 


* ~ J ~ _ 
tuthorising letter, along with another he said had been given to the same 
‘fect by Khomeini'’s heir-apparent Ayatollah Montazeri, was reproduced in 


erview appearing in the press Khalkhali had been seen regu- 
iriy on television at public occasions and in the Majlis, thus giving the 
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EDITOR EXPLAINS IRANIANS' QUANDARY OVER WAR 
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IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 108, 10 Feb 83 pp 6, 7 
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Former Minister of Information and leading journalist Dariush 


n says the war with Iraq has confronted Iranian opposition groups 


11Itril ui€l dilemma. 
position groups are faced on the one hand with the invasion of 
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intry by a foreign power which has well known and declared ter- 
1 ambitions on Iran, and which has already inflicted heavy casual- 
d destroyed or damaged non-military targets. 


‘ther hand, the Islamic republic regime which has assumed tI 
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4s a result, the late Shah gently pressured Iraq into the 19/5 Algiers 
Agreement, which ended the legacy of Ottoman and British domination of the 


ct 


i 
region and placed Iran-Iraq relations on the right path. 


However, at a time when the revolution had bled Iran white, when the com- 
efforts of Mojahedin, Fedayeen and mullahs had crippled the Iranian 
rmy and when the patriotic Iranian forces were trying to recover from the 
revolutionary shock, Saddam saw a chance to enhance his personal image, as 


well as his regime's power at home and in the region, at Iran's expense. 


Homavoun believes that the war has been a mixed blessing both for Khomeini- 
ne mullahs and for the Iranian army. Khomeini and his mullahs managed to 
ise the war as an excuse to cover up many of their failures. But at the 
same time they had to admit to many inefficiencies. The army found a new 


lease of life as its worth was proved by war. 


ve all, he stresses, the Iraqi regime does not lag behind the Khomeini 


r raf ; i + nn -°oIAN + ve la - r4 1l- +7 F hiaiman + cy} : Me- ) 
ic , c in ALe Oppress1on Or peopie and V 10iation Ol numan rignts. More- 
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EXILE JOURNAL CRITICIZES WESTERN ATTITUDE TO IRAN 
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‘Text] In an analysis of superpower rivalry in Iran, NEHZAT, the offic 
orcan of the National Movement of Iranian Resistance (NAMIR) argues that 
Western powers' pursuit of their short-term financial interests has paved the 
way for eventual domination of the country by the Soviet Union. 
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NEHZAT believes that Western foreign policy is so closely tied to the 
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‘nancial interests of pressure groups such as oil companies and other 
trading concerns that the long-term interests of Western countries are ser- 
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[t agrees that the West is generally concerned about eventual domination of 
ntries like Iran by the Soviet Union and that the Western powers do 
in their foreign policy to counter Soviet moves. How- 


l I LSions lI! i 
r, more often than not short-term interests, balance of payments con- 
iderations and undue interference by vested interests such as oil companies 


adermine those Western foreign policymakers who plan for long-term con- 


iderations. 
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SHIAS PRESSING TEHRAN FOR END OF WAR 
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from Tehran this week suggest that desperate cal 
community in Iraq to the Khomeini regime to stop the wa 


in Iraq t r becaus t 
ndous sses in lives being suffered by the community are beginning to 
me errect. 
rts confirm there is a division among the mullahs over ending the war 
it this has reached sufficient dimensions for it to delay any offensive 
ight have been planned by the army commanders. Iraq's first deputy 
sr was quoted this week as saying that his country's analysts had come 
conclusion there was serious differences between the Tehran mullahs 
e future of the war. 
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REACTION TO 'LIBERALIZATION' EDICT STILL CONFUSED 
ndon IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 107, 3 Feb 83 ppl, 2 


‘Text] Statements by mullahs and secular officials alike over the past week 
Sus t that confusion over the aims and possible effects of Khomeini's 
8-point so-called liberalisation edict remains among the top brass. There 
were even signs in the media reports which suggested that officials opposed 
to the moves were trying to ridicule some aspects of the edict, possibly to 
force Khomeini to revise them to save face. But the old man remained obdu- 
rate as far as his public statements were concerned. 


in exchange between Khomeini and his premier Mir Hossain Mussavi and chief 
istice Mussavi-Ardabili reflected the indecision and even resentment of 
some officials in the aftermath of the ayatollah's policy statement. A 
letter the two officials wrote to their leader said they needed guidance 
Following claims by judges who had ordered confiscation of many proper- 
ties that they had done this in response to Khomeini's own instructions. 
Khomeini replied sharply that the guidance he had given in his 8-point 
statement still stood, and any specific guidance that he had given had 
:lways been given in public and nobody had the right to say he had given it 
in private. 


judges may have been trying to defend themselves 


7 
cr 


servers lt 24 Chie 
inst ssible reprisals. But Mussavi-Ardabili quickly demolished any 
idea that he was tilting with the ayatollah by issuing a warning that aobody 
3 i think they could frustrate the work of the follow-up office set up 
in response to the condition set out in Khomeini's statement. But thechief 
i come out with a frank admission, reported by the Tehran daily 
KAYHAN, that the situation was bad in the Islamic republic. Prices were 
rocketing, said, the economy was weakened and the number of poor was 
easing. He issued a warning to apparent enemies of the regime, but the 
er in no wav made it clear to whom he was addressing it. 
Avatollah Meshkini was in even more menacing mood, warning that the corrupt 
societv must be located and shot. The new prosecutor-generai 
if, on a milder note, told the public that because Khomeini had 
un-Islamic laws the public should not disregard traffic laws 
si se thev were not written in the Ooran! People could not drive 
iny way the ‘ked, ignoring red lights and disregarding other vehicles, he 
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1i's edict in the way they were reported. 
ts were in agreement that most officials were still confused over the 
Meanwhile, incidents in Isfahan and in other places during which 
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OPPOSE DRAFT LABOR LAW 
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IRAN PRESS SERVICE in Engl 


The Tehran daily KAYHAN, which has close links with the Ministry o! 
‘tuidance, reported last week that various workers' groups throughout 
i1try had supported the central council of the Labour Organisation in 
‘ection of the new draft law on industrial relations. 
all factories, according to KAYHAN, had now asked 
vernment to draw up a new labour law be 
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IRAN 


WOMAN PRISONER'S SHOCKING STORY OF JAIL ABUSE 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 107, 3 Feb 83 pp 5, 6 


[Text] An appalling story of rape and degradation told in the latest issue 
of Paris MATCH magazine by a former woman prisoner in Iranian jails since 
the revolution has appalled even hardened officials dealing with cases of 
violations of human rights. The story has confirmed allegations that the 
prisons in Iran have for long been left in the control of depraved individ- 
uals who have given people of low mentality and of c-‘minal tendencies the 
chance to violate and shame those in their charge. 


The young woman, named Shahla, said systematic rape was prevalent in one of 
Tehran's jails where she spent part of her 18 months in prison before her 
release and escape from Iran. Om one occasion she was raped together with 
an Iran Air hostess; the guards, she said, were astonished that women who 
were not from the veiled class were not immoral and did not welcome their 


approaches. 


She said the guards would take off their trousers and then forcibly undress 
the women. Sometimes they would urinate on them, and on occasions had 
forced them to eat excrement. The naivete of the primitive guards was also 
reflected in the case of one woman prisoner of Russian origin who had blonde 
hair and who had a terrible fascination for them. They were also astonished 
to find hair on the intimate parts of women's bodies. 


On one occasion the guards brought a young boy to physically violate her, 
Shahla said, but the boy did not want to commit the act. The guards then 
beat him and forced him to do it. "He was weeping while he was doing it", 
she said. From the beginning of 1982, she went on, rape became an almost 
daily occurrence at prisons; gang rape was frequent. 


Shahla said she had seen executions and at one time she estimated between 
150 and 300 people were killed in a night. The women guards on duty at the 
prison were cruel, and ill treatment and torture were common. On one 
occasion a woman guard pulled from a handbag what looked like a child's 
head and teased her that it could be the head of Shahla's own son. 


Shahla said she had an Italian mother and her family's crime had been to 
display their sadness openly in front of a servant when news came that the 














Shah had died. The family were all taken away after the servant reported 
them. Since leaving prison she had been unable to trace her husband or her 
child. She had escaped to Europe and now felt she had to publicise her 


story. 


cso: 4600/351 























IRAN 


GIRLS ASSAULT 'COMMITTED' TEACHERS 
London IRAN FRESS SERVICE in English No 107, 3 Feb 83 p 7 


[Text] Members of a clandestine group calling itself "Daughters of 
Zoroaster" have attacked Islamic culture and ideology teachers in several 


of Tehran's girl schools. 


According to the latest issue of the Islamic Association of Tajrish teach- 
er's bulletin, girls belonging to the group have identified "committed 
teachers" and subjected them to mistreatment and indecent exposure. 


In one instance, the bulletin said, five girls, who had covered their hair 
and faces with black hoods and claiming to wear the Islamic veil, forcibly 
undressed a committed teacher in an icebound side street of Jiavaran (now 


Shahid Bahonar) Avenue. 


"These five hooded hooligans took off our sister's dress and scarf, rubbed 
snow on her face and body and made off with her clothes", the bulletin 


reported. 


"Our sister, who is a committed teacher, tried to enter a nearby house to 
ask for some clothing to cover herself but in that "taghouti" district 
people were not helpful. Finally brothers of a nearby Komiteh arrived on 
the scene and rescued our sister. Only Islamic self-sacrifice can be 


relied upon." 


Reports from Tehran said this was one of several incidents involving girls 
who "punish" what they term collaborators with the regime. 


cso: 4600/351 
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AUTHORITIES REACT TO WHITE REVOLUTION DEMONSTRATIONS 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 107, 3 Feb 83 pp 6, 7 


[Text] In Tehran and at least three other large towns organised groups of 
Iranians held so-called "ceremonies" to commemorate the anniversary of the 
late Shah's so-called White Revolution on Jan 26 (Bahman 6). Later Islamic 
"vigilantes" raided many homes looking for demonstrators. 


The most striking ceremony was held in the city of Isfahan and the nearby 
Fouladshahr, which is close to the big Soviet-built steel mill and its 
installations. Reports said that a group of steel workers distributed 
sweets and some of them hoisted the tricolor Imperial Iranian flag with the 
Lion and Sun emblem. Thousands of the war destitutes who are settled in the 
nearby area also participated in the ceremonies, the reports said. 


The authorities had learned of the possibility of some people celebrating 
the occasion, but inforrants caid the size of the crowds which gathered 
was such that the revolu. ~~ cy guards decided not to interfere. Later, 
rival ceremonies were hela at mullah-controlled mosques on the occasion of 
what officials said was the anniversary of the birth of the 11th Imam. 


Isfahan was at one time the main centre of support for Khomeini, but con- 
siderable unrest has recently been reported in the area. 


Reports also said the many households in Rezaieh (Urumia) and Kermanshah 
also marked the occasion. However, the day passed quietly in Amol, the 
scene of a bloody battle on Jan 26 last year. 


Informants in the capital said that the day--a big occasion during the 
Shah's regime--was celebrated first at the cigarette-making plant near 
Tehran. But fighting broke out between leftists and nationalists. 


Later government-supported Hezbollahis arrived carrying pictures of Khomeini 
and distributing sweets, which they told a Tehran radio reporter was to mark 
both the anniversary of the Islamic revolution, which is on Feb 12, and the 

anniversary of the birth of the 11th Imam. 


The next day the government-controlled media reported that the previous day 
had been a religious occasion for which the public had held celebrations. 


93 














However, groups of Islamic "vigilantes" were later let loose in Tehran and 
Isfahan, raiding private homes in search of pro-Shah leaflets and fiags 
with the old imperial emblem. It was not clear who had given orders to 
search people's houses. 








According to informed sources the vigilantes made it clear to their victims 
that they were not revolutionary guards and as such were not bound by the 
recent "soft" instructions of "Mr Khomeini". They called themselves the 
"new wave defenders of the revolution and Islam." 
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IRAN 


ORGANIZATION INSIDE IRAN HELPS PRISONERS’ FAMILIES 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 107, 3 Feb 83 p 7 


[Text] According to a body calling itself the Organisation of Support to 
Families of Prisoners, and which has steadily expanded from Tehran to other 
cities of Iran, every 12th family in the capital has one or more of its 


members in jail. 


The notorious Evin prison on the edge of Tehran now contains 30,000 prisoners 
in premises originally designed to house 6,000, the body says; of these 
anything between 17,000 and 20,000 are estimated to be political prisoners. 
Based on a 6 million population figure for Tehran and an estimated number 

of families there, the organisation says that at least one family in every 
dozen has a "hostage" with the authorities. 


Altogether, the organisation estimated, there are more than 80,000 people in 
a dozen jails around the country, almost all of them political prisoners. 


Families have reported a number of deaths from heart attacks and suicide. In 
addition, they say, they face tremendous difficulties in making visits to 
their imprisoned relatives. At Evin, families gather at around 5 a.m. in 
the lunar park near the prison to await their turn. But out of the 1,600- 
2,000 people waiting each day only about 200 often get to see their rela- 
tives. Others are told their relatives have been taken for interrogation or 


are given different excuses. 


The organisation also claims that almost as many people as are in the prisons 
have disappeared. Between August and the end of December last year adver - 
tisements in the four main dailies in Tehran asked for news of the where- 
abouts of no less than 5,100 people. All but 38 of those named were aged 


between 13 and 28. 


CSO: 4600/351 
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LRAN 


BIOGRAPHIES OF RELIGIOUS, MAJLIS NOTABLES PUBLISHED 


Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 11, 18, 25 Jan, 1 Feb 83 pp 15, 18, 
16, 19 


[Text] Halabi, Hojjatol Islam Mahmood 
Born: 1897, Mashad. 
Position: Leader of Hojjatieh Society. 


Education: Studied literature and logic under the supervision of Mirza 
Abdol-Javad Adib Naishapouri and Haj Mohagehegh. Taught law by Hai Mirza 
Jaffar Shahrestani. Studied general sciences under the supervisic: of 
Sheikh Hasan Kashani, Yazdi and Khoresani for 2 years. Then for another 
four years he was taught by Agha Bozorg Shahidi. 


Political Career: 1952, came to Tehran and became a religious propagandist. 
He was one of the main speakers and activists and organizers against 

Bahaie religion. He organised societies called "Anti bahaie" societies 
during Shah's period. After the Revolution he established Hojjatiyeh 


Society. 

Sane’ei, Haj Sheikh Yussif 

Born: 1937, Jarghavieh (Isfahan) 

Position: Chief Prosecutor of I.R.I. (since Jan. 9, 1983) 


Education: Completed primary school in Isfahan. 1949 continued his educa- 
tion in Oom under supervision of Haj Saied Sadagh Khan. 1951 studied higher 
education in Hozeh Elmieh under supervision of Ayatollah Montazari and 
Ayatollah Meshkini. 1952-1953 studied under supervision of Imam Khomeini. 
These studies included courses on Trade, Social sciences. After Imam's 
deportation he worked for 6 months with Ayatollah Mohaghegh. 


Political Career: 1961 taught in Qom's Fazieh school, Haghani school, in 
higher religious education courses. Later he taught "Out of Space" sci- 
ences. He was one of the members of Modaresin Society of Hoaeh Elmieh of 
Qom. He was politically active several years before revolution. After 
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the victory of Khorramshar he was appointed to reconstruct war stricken 
areas of south of Iran. He is a Member of the Guardians’ Council of 


Constitution. 

Pourgol, Mohamad-Mehdi 

Born: 1932, Bandar-Anzali, Gilan province 

Position: Member of Majlis 

Family Background: His Father is a Grocer 

Education: P.H.D. in Arabic culture and Quranic Sciences. 


Career: Before Revolution: Teacher (Teaching in university). After 
Revolution: Assistant of theological Faculty of Tehran University. 


Publication: Creation & Development of Islam, Articles in Scientific 
Magazine. 


Language: Arabia, English. : 
Bimeghdar, Shahab-Aldin 

Born: 1953, Varzaghan, East Azarbayejan Province. 
Position: Member of Majlis. 

Family Background: His father is a farmer. 
Education: M.A. in Machine Mechanic Engineering. 


Career: Before Revolution: Student, Military Service. After Revolution: 
Member of Construction Corps of Ahar and Varzaghan City. 


Language: English. 

Hejazi, Hashem 

Born: 1942, Seyed Cheshmeh Mako, West Azarbayejan Province. 
Position: Member of Majlis. 

Family Background: He is a Clergyman. His father is a Welder. 


Education: Secondary School. 


Career: Before Revolucion: Clergyman. After Revolution: Assistant of 
Literacy Movement, Head of Committee in Seyed Cheshmeh, Head of Town Council 


in Khooye, Member of Housing Foundation. 


Languate: Arabia. 
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Ayatollah Janati, Ahmad 
Born: 1926, Lavan, near Isfahan. 


Position: Member of Experts Assembly from Khozestan. 
Family Background: Religious Family 


Education: Completed secondary school in Isfahan and then went to Ghom to 
continue his education (1945). In Ghom he was under supervision of 
Ayatollah Sadoghi, Mirza Abdol-Karim Tehrani, Haaj Reza Baha-e-din, Haaj 
Mohammad Bagher Soltani-Tabatabaie, Sayed Kashani and Ayatollah Montazari. 
He also was taught by Haaj Sayed Taghi Khonsari, Sayed Mohammad Hojjat, 
Ayatollah Broujerdi, Haaj Sayed Mohammad-Reza Golpaygani and Imam Khomeini. 


Career: 1961 After completing education he began teaching religious prin- 
ciples. 1963 worked closely with Ayatollah Beheshti and Sadughi in Haghni 


School Managing council. 


Political Activity: 1963 Began his political activity. He made speeches 
and travelled to many cities to expose the Shah's regime. During this 
period he was associated with Hojjatoleslam Bahonar (ex. Prime Minister) 
Hashemi-Najad, Meshkini, Ali-Khamenie, Hashemi-Refzanjani and Mahdavi 
Kani. 1966 he was arrested. He was jailed in Ghezel Hesar prison with 
Ayatollah Montazari, Azari-Ghomi and Rahani-Amiashi. In all he was a 
arrested and released four times. 1972-5 he was exiled to Asad-Abad in 
Hamedan. After the Revolution he was appointed as the Islamic Judge of 
Tehran, Isfahan and Ahwaz. 1979 he was appointed to Guardian's council. 
1981 he established Islamic Propaganda Organization. 


CSO: 4600/360 
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IRAN 


VIEWS ON SOVIET RELATIONS, TUDEH TRIALS ALRED 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 15 Feb 83 pp 1-3, 7-10 


[Text] Ties with USSR 


Arrest of the Tudeh Party leader in Tehran on charges of spying (apparently 
for KBG) has once again attracted the attention of political circles towards 
the IRI-USSR relations. However, the silence by the Soviets in this respect 
showed that they have no intention of involving this issue into their bilateral 
relations, and apparently the IRI Foreign Ministry has no inclination towards 


it. 


The news of arrest of the TPI leaders was carried by the TASS News Agency 
without any commentary. The official Soviet Press too refrained from 
expressing any opinion on the issue while Radio Moscow, last week, showed no 
shift in its favourable tone towards the IRI. Three days after announcement 
of this news, the Soviet Foreign Minister greeted Dr. Velayati on the anni- 
versary of the Revolution and, in this way, confirmed that he considers the 
arrest of the Iranian Communist Party leaders as an internal issue of Iran. 


In the meeting of the heads of diplomatic missions with President Khamenei on 
the occasion of the anniversary of the Revolution, the Soviet diplomatic 
mission too was present. During this meeting, the President, while replying 
to the congratulatory speech of the Romanian Ambassador who is the Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps, said: "The concept of ‘Neither East, Nor West Policy' 
of IRI means no quarrel with the East or the West. Rather, it connotates 
non-acceptance of the domination of the East or the West." During this 
meeting, nothing was said that could cause unhappiness to the Soviet delezga- 
tion (JOMHOURI ISLAMI, February 12). However, the Soviet diplomatic mission 
in Pakistan had to leave the anniversary celebrations of the revolution in 
protest since at that function, Gol Bodeen Hekmatyar, Leader of the Afghan 
Mojahedeen Group which is on friendly terms with IRI, was invited. 


The Irano-Soviet relations are now at a low ebb. Undoubtedly, if the trial 
of the TPI leaders takes place openly and in the near future, it would bring 
up certain issues which are to affect the existing relations. Some of the 
observers believe that arrest of the TPI leaders on the charge of "spying for 
the Soviets" can be considered as an index of a deep-rooted discontentment of 
the IRI officials with the USSR. In the opinion of these observers, this 
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actica comes as a reaction to the resumed sale of Soviet weapons to Iraq. 
However, this argument has no strong basis since firstly, delivery of fresh 
arms by the Soviet Union to Iraq hasn't yet been confirmed officially, and 
secondly it is remote that the arrest of the TPI leaders could force the 
Soviets to bring about any change in their overall policy. 


According to Radio Moscow, the Daily PRAVDA, in its editorial of February 13, 
has once again urged Iran and Iraq to put an end to the war. PRAVDA writes 
that this war has nothing other than loss and damage in store for Iran and 
Iraq, and the US imperialism is using it as a pretext for bolstering its 
forces in the region, and said: "I stress the need for coming together 

of the members of the 'Steadfastness Front’ (SF) and their decision- 

making on political and military issues in order to confront the reaction- 
ary elements. I seek, in the name of the Palestine Revolution, the IRI and 
members of the SF to come together and confront the enemy plots" (ETTELA'AT, 


February 6). 


This is at a time when Farouk Kaddoumi two weeks ago openly rejected the IRI 
participation in the SF. Abu Saleh rejected the Jordanian efforts for 
solving the Palestine issue and denounced any sort of contact between the 
PLO and the reactionary Arab rulers. Abu Saleh also attacked the Iraqi 
regime and said that it aims at inflicting a blow upon the Islamic Revolu- 
tion of Iran and destroying the Palestinian aspiration (ETTELA'AT, 


February 6). 


Observers in Tehran believe that Abu Saleh, who is opposed to the moderate 
faction of the PLO, can be able to play an effective role, in future, in 
dissuading the PLO from making a compromise with Jordan. In the opinion of 
these observers, Abu Saleh has been reassured, while in Tehran, that the 
IRI would fully support his views in this respect. 


Arrest of Tudeh Party Leaders 


On February 6, the Islamic television discontinued its ordinary news bulle- 
tin and read out the following announcement of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards: "The Central Headquarters of the IRGC, in an announcement last 
night said: "in the wake of authentic reports and information which were 
secured, with the help of the 36 million strong intelligence organisation, 
about the espionage of some of the traitors, last night (two nights ago) 

a number of these individuals were arrested by the IRGC. Details of this 
event would be brought to the information of the martyr-nurturing nation 


later on" (JOMHOURI ISLAMI, February 7). 


The next day, the two morning dailies unofficially added fresh information 
to this ambiguous announcement. The Daily JOMHOURI ISLAMI reported that the 
arrested persons had links with the KBG while the SOBH-E-AZADEGAN said that 
"the treacherous and spy persons", mentioned in the IRGC announcement, are 
some of the Tudeh Party of Iran (TPI) leaders including Dr. Noureddin 
Kianouri, First Secretary of the Party and Ehsan Tabari, Member of the Party 


Politbureau. 








The probability that the TPI leaders might one day be prosecuted in the 
Islamic Government had existed since a year ago. Despite this, detention 

of these individuals on the above accusation was quite unexpected and 

caused amazement in political circles. Although explanations by the Revolu- 
tionary Prosecutor-general Mousavi Ardebilli a day later clarified some of 
the ambiguous points in this respect, there still exist some questions for 
which no specific answer can be given. 


Arrested Persons: No official information has yet been released by the 
relevant officials on the individuals arrested or the mode of their arrest, 
but unofficial reports say that most of the members of the Party's 
Politbureau were arrested while holding a session at the Party office, 
while some of the Party leaders too were held from their residential 
places. It must be recalled that following the closure of the Party's 
Central Headquarters on "Azar 16 Avenue", the TPI had set up temporary 
offices in other places and had put their addresses at the disposal of the 
security forces including the IRGC. The top-ranking leaders of the Party, 
though not going underground, were not living in private buildings. 


Those arrested, according to the information received from unofficial 
resources, are: Dr. Noureddin Kainouri, Ehsan Tabari, Maryam Firouz, 
Javanshir, Amoui, Hajari, Keymanesh, Behzadi, Bagherzadeh and Malekeh 
Mohammadi. Besides them, other individuals too were arrested but since 
they were not among the top-ranking Party officials, they were released 
after interrogation. According to information, arrests of the individuals 
are being made on the basis of a specific list prepared earlier, and the 
persons whose names might not be included in it are set free. 


Explanations, which were given by Hojjatol Islam Mousavi Tabrizi, Revolu- 
tionary Prosecutor-general, at his February 10 news conference, say that 
initially, the Government has no intention of dissolving the TPI as only 
some of its leaders who are accused of spying in favour of the "East Bloc 
states" have been arrested. The Central Revolutionary Prosecutor and the 
IRGC have discovered this espionage plot. They have specific documents in 
their possession, and those arrested have also made some confessions in 


this regard. 


Views of Revolutionary Prosecutor-general: Some time ago, the Revolutionary 
Prosecutor-general had announced that in case the TPI wants to lawfully 
engage in activities, it must, under the constitution and in line with the 
Political Parties' Law, introduce the names of the members of its Central 
Committee to the Interior Ministry. Apparentlv, the TPI officials have 
acted according to these very instructions. Mousavi Tabrizi, in this 
respect, said: "They ought to have introduced the members of their central 
cadre and other essential conditions to the Interior Ministry. It would 
have then become legal after the administrative and legal tasks were car- 
ried out and duly endoursed by the Interior Ministry. Of course, they had 
introduced a number of individuals to the Interior Ministry. I know that 
out of the number they had introduced as their central cadre, it were 

these very spies" [as published] (ETTELA'AT, February 10). 














In this way, it becomes known that the main objection relates those individ- 
uals that have been introduced by the TPI as its Centrai Committee members 
otherwise there is no objection to the Party itse’f. 


The Revolutionary Prosecutor-general has a fresh proposal for the TPI. He 
said: "In case they want to have these very individuals as their leaders, 
the Interior Ministry would never endorse it since it is against the condi- 
tion that have been set by the Islamic Consultative Assembly. [as published] 
We never allow or would never give under the constitution, the right to engage 
in activities to such individuals who carry out espionage work. If the 
charges of those arrested for spying are proved in the court (and we have 
strong proofs in this regard), they would be punished. If they are sen- 
tenced, then such sentenced persons cannot be introduced to the Interior 
Ministry as heads of the TPI since the conditions have been approved by the 
Majlis as law, and it has also been specified in Principle 26 of the Con- 
stitution. However, if this Party introduces pious individuals as leaders 
and main and central committee members, and provided they are not bellig- 
erent, they can engage in activities (of course after the approval of the 
Interior Ministry)" (Same Source). 


Purpose of Arrests: There are being expressed various views, in the domes- 
tic circles, about the Government's intention in arresting the TPI leaders 
because it cannot be easily accepted that its object was solely to check 
the espionage activities of these individuals. 


Some of the observers bélieve that the arrest of TPI leaders has come as a 
result of an agreement reached among various factions of the ruling Govern- 
ment. In the opinion of these observers, the rightist group, which controls 
the revolutionary courts, especially "Evin" and whose scope of authority has 
been restricted as a result of the 8-point edict by the Imam, has been an 
effective factor in the arrest of the TPI leaders. This group has only, on 
this condition, agreed not to interfere in other affairs and to attend 
solely to political (or anti-revolutionary) affairs that it would have a 
free hand in this case. In the past, pressure by this group to arrest the 
TPI leaders confronted opposition from other factions which believed that 
continuation of the functions of the TPI in this limited form and in the 
line of the supporters of Imam Khomeini is more useful than totally closing 
down the Party and arresting its leaders. 


Another belief is that due to the recent criticisms of the Government, the 
Majlis and revolutionary courts by Kianouri (as reflected in the ‘'Porsesh & 
Pasokh" Bulletins) the TPI opponents, especially the group at the "Evin", 
might have succeeded, after several months of efforts, to get permission from 
the Imam to completely check the activities of the Party. But since the 

Imam had emphasised that lawful action should be taken, the espionage docu- 
ments were brought up in order to arrest the TPI leaders. Their arrest on 
this charge is not a violation of the Constitution that has declared the 
activities of all parties to be permissible. 


Another viewpoint is that the object is not to close down the Tudeh Party but 
to check the activities of its leaders who are agents of the Soviet Union 




















in the opinion of the IRI officials. The efforts of the Revolutionary 
Prosecutor-general are aimed at the fact that he apparently wants to make 
use of the elements, opposed to Kianouri and his companions, within the 
Party, seeks to put the Party leadership in their hands and in this way, 
to bring the TPI under his control. 


Of course, there also exists this opinion that arrest of the TPI leaders, 
more than to its being linked with domestic elements, is rela*<«% to the IRI 
foreign policy. It is possible, in this way, that the Government wants to 
show its dissatisfaction towards the Soviets, or seeks to have a political 


deal with them. 


TPL Future: Undoubtedly, the arrest of TPI leaders and its top-ranking 
cadre inflicts a heavy blow upon the Tudeh Party and weakens its activities. 
However, it wouldn't lead to its closure. In any case, the Party, because 
of the fact that its leaders are now held in the hands of the revolutionary 
courts as hostages, cannot show a strong reaction. 


The Revolutionary Prosecutor-general has left two alternatives to the TP1; 
Either to support its current leaders and to rise up in their defence, in 
which case the TPI, as a whole, would probably be banned or to accept the 
Revolutionary Prosecutor-general's proposal, and introduce another group as 
the Party leaders that are approved by the Government. In such a case the 
TPI would be accepting the spying charges levelled by the Revolutionary 


Prosecutor-vgeneral against its leaders, and denouncing them. 


Internationally, arrest of the TPI leaders would not remain without reaction 
and might create a great tumult in international Marxist circles. However, 
if there might be any hope of a compromise, then there would presently be 
prevented any hue and cry in this respect. The TPI, in itself, possesses no 
major power at present based on which it could put the Government under 
oressure for releasing its leaders. Besides that, the Party's policy is not 
to get entangled with the Government. Dr. Kianouri had, sometime ago, said 
in reply to a question that even if the Party leaders are arrested or exe- 
cuted, there would be no shift in the TPI policy of supporting the Imam in 
the fact of imperialism. Now it has to be seen as to what extent would this 


prediction be put into practice. 














IRAN 


COMMERCE MINISTER CALLS FOR TOLERANCE OF OPPOSING VIEWS 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 19 Feb 83 p 2 


[Text] Mr Habibollah 'Asgar-Owladi, the minister of commerce, in a speech prior 
to the sermons of yesterday's Friday prayer, explained the commercial conditions 

of the country and hoped that the country's economic difficulties would be 
eliminated very soon. He said, "At the present time, our economy has no difficulty 
in relation to rial and (foreign) exchange and goods are being imported into the 
country on time and in sufficient amount, and during the spring of 1983 in Tehran 
and the cities and other parts of the country, goods would be delivered to our 
country's martyr-nurturing nation in a new form." 


The minister of commerce continued his remarks by pointing to the authorities’ 
efforts and hoped that economic justice in distribution of goods and other needed 
items which is always a wish of the Hezbollah nation, would soon come to reality. 
With regard to transportation problem in the country and unloading goods at the 
southern ports of the country, he asked drivers of trailers to make more effort 
in unloading goods that are available at the ports of the country, so economic 
difficulties would be eliminated very soon. 


In part of his remarks, he said: "In relation to hoarding and profiteering, our 
great Imam with extraordinary displeasure emphasized to stop this filthy act; 

and my request from businessmen, guilds and small businesses is that there are 

some individuals among you, who knowingly or unknowingly, commit this act (hoarding) 
and while using your name, they are unfaithful to the blood of martyrs. Among 
yourselves, you try to stop those who make our great Imam, our Hezbollahi nation 

and our fighters in the battlefields angry and furious.” 


Shouts of audience: "God is great.” 


"And this is a warning to all those wolves disguised as sheep, those wolves who 
dress like Muslim merchants and misuse the name of these sectors. Our great 
Imam in his reminders has threatened them only by the resurrection punishment; 
but "beware of God's anger" (Arabic text) if our great Imam turns from his 
mildness and orders to deal severely with you wolves disguised as sheep, for 
that day is a day that you would be tried and charged with treason to the 
Islamic revolution." 


Shouts of audience: "God is Great." 














"My other request from brothers and sisters is that they collect more goods 
than they need, with or without quota, and take them to their homes and 
storage places. Considering that we do not have exchange difficulties to 
import goods; considering that we do not have difficulties as far as the rial 
is concerned; considering that the country's commerce is moving towards 
healthy status and goods arrive on time, what effect could collection of goods 


in houses have? 


"One of the brothers reminded me of two points. One of the points he said was 
that this brother had gone to his friend's house. One of the drawers in the 
chest was unusually open and he had seen that many paper napkins were bing 
kept in the house. And about the second point he mentioned that a brother 
from a government agency was going to the cooperative store of that agency. 
Another brother gives him the coop card and asks him to buy some goods for 
him. This brother says, (What do you need?) He replies (Whatever the store 
would sell.)" 


"Brothers and sisters who do not pay attention to intricacies of responsibilities, 
praise be to God, that today I, the servant, am here at your service, your servant 
government has made its last effort to provide you with your necessities; and 
shortages are nearing zero. There are difficulties that our brothers of the 
Ministry of Roads and those in transport companies are trying hard to deliver 


’ " 
these goods to the people. 


"The fact that we should not know what the coop. has available and to say that, 
take whatever the coop. would sell, and the fact that we provide and keep in 
the houses, goods more than our needs, even under normal situation would not 
have any justification before God." 


Brothers, and sisters in particular, we have seen damages from Satan's days 
because of waste, extravagance and luxury. Our great Imam and esteemed 
Ayatollah Montazeri has repeatedly emphasized that if we can fight waste and 
luxury in a right way, then we move toward a decent self-sufficiency." 


Shouts of audience: "God is Great." 


"Another request I have from all Hezbollahi nation and particularly from writers, 
experienced individuals in commerce, distribution and commercial services is 
that as a person dedicated to serve, I ask that you do not think that we know 
everything at the Ministry of Commerce. Do not think that our works are without 
difficulty. Do not think that we are immune from mistakes and faults. No, 
there are many works, which are unprecedented in our beloved Islamic country, 
that have started after the revolution and are gradually moving toward fruition. 
Anv criticism, any suggestion that comes to your mind, write to the country's 
commercial organizations. We will gladly accept your harshest complaints 

and criticism and most difficult suggestions. We are serving because we want 

to reflect the thoughts and experiences of a nation and do not believe that we 
know perfectly everything that is happening around us. 


"The last request is from the press, Voice and Vision of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, and all those who somehow can reflect difficulties and mistakes by their 
pens and verbally; and also from all revolution courts or courts that our 


7, AX 
LU 











judiciary branch assigns to commerce and distribution. From all these dears, I 
request that in stating faults and, God forbids, stating treason and crime, 
they state them in such a manner that the country's commercial organizations 
are led toward perfection. While they perform their duties based on law that 
is determining their duties, they should perform their duties, and act in 

such a way that the commercial and distribution organization of the country 
acquire experience from what is happening. 


"Here as a reminder, I say, that one of the decent tests of the Islamic Republic, 
at this dav and after the Imam's blessed decree, is about a social stability 

that they have assigned great brothers and this respectable headquarters is 

after investigations, criticsm and attention. 


"One of the tests of the Islamic Republic is that the press and Voice and Vision 
of the Islamic Republic, who reflect many of the realities, sometimes have 
sharpness and dullness in what they say, write and reflect. All of us, with 
whatever thought and preferences we have, should tolerate the opposing view. 

If a dear brother, in an interview, says something and a paper reflects it, this 
should net cause some of the brothers to become upset and angry and call up 

here and there. I,.as a servant who has been the subject of criticism, 

protests and suggestions, feel proud that I carefully listened to what critics 
had to say, even what the opposition and protestors said; what the courts, 

Shar’ magistrate and the prosecutor said. Because, the islamic Republic is an 
opportunity for all and, if God wills, it is an opportunity until the appearance 
of Imam Mehdi, that blood of martyrs and admiration of our warriors in the 
battlefield have created it and continues it and leadership of our great Imam 


directs it. 


The newspapers must write about it. Anyone who protests or criticizes should 
not be shivering, whether it is a pen criticizing or c tongue protesting. 
This brother or this sister is blocking the health of society and should not 


be this way. 


Our great Imam has asked for Hezbollah nation's presence on the scene. Presence 
on the scene is not a silent presence. But a presence that we witness what 

is happening in the society and witness what the authorities do; witness 

that those who serve or claim to serve, are in line of revolution or God forbids, 
knowingly or unknowingly, will deviate. Our great Imam has asked us to be present 
on the scene and he wanted to gradually prepare us so the Hezbollah nation would 
appear on the scene and, if God wills, the more we move toward real Islamic 
government, the more the Hezbollah nation would appear on the scene. If God wills. 


Mr 'Asgar-Owladi, in part of his remarks, with regard to martyrs of the Islamic 
Republic Party, added, "I pay respect to the holy court of martyrs, especially 
martyrs of the Islamic Republic Party, as today is the anniversary of this party. 
And it is appropriate to remember great martyrs like the oppressed Ayatollah 
Beheshti and martvred Hojjat ol-Eslam Bahonar and all the martyrs of the Islamic 
Republic Party and martyrs of our Islamic revolution. 


I, serving in the Islamic Republic Party, should mention this point: A dav, 


maybe like this morning, 4 years ago, I was going for registration and membership 
in the Islamic Republic Party. Previously, I had a talk with the oppressed 
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martyr Beheshti and prior to that I was in the presence of the late martyr 
Motahhari and before that I had been in the presence of the Imam. I quote a 
sentence from martyr Beheshti, I asked him what he thought of registration, 
now that is coming to existence. He said, he could study the wishes of the 
Islamic nations and, if God wills, this can be a start to join forces and 
organize a party within the Islamic Republic which is pleasing to God." 


CSO: 4600/155 











IRAN 


FIRST FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1983-1987) PUBLISHED 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 25 Jan 83 pp 10-12 


[Part II] 


[Text] The Iranian economy is currently a dependent economy. The essential 
consumer goods (food stuffs and medicines), a major part of intermediate 
goods, and almost all of the capital goods are imported against a single 
mineral material which is crude oil. Such dependence cannot be of course 
eliminated in a short time, however considering the constitution, faster 
reduction of economic dependence and acquiring an economic independence is 
considered to be one of the important goals of econo-social development so 
that dependence may be alleviated as one of the evolution obstacles of 
Islamic nation of Iran. 


d) Social Insurance, Health and Medical Services: 


Physical and mental inabilities and insufficiencies are some of the obsta- 
cles toward human growth and enhancement to get close to God. Therefore 

in the twenty ninth principle of constitution benefitting from social insur- 
ance is considered a public right so far as retirement, unemployment, old 
age, disability, lack of guardianship, accidents, the need to medical and 
health services as well as medical cares in the form of insurance and other 
forms are concerned. One of the general goals and objectives of develop- 
ment is the realization of such public right to provide the social insur- 


ance, health and medical services. 


e) Supply of Food and Clothing: 


Food and clothing are some of the basic needs of every human and no humanly 
and social life will be possible without providing it. The forty third 
principle Constitution has considered the food and clothing as some of the 
basic needs and it is one of the goals and objectives of Iranian Islamic 
Republic development to provide it for all. Therefore the supply of food 
and clothing needed by people and local production is one of the general 


goals and objectives of development. 

















f) Housing: 


One of the requirements to form a family and to establish an Islamic cul- 
ture within the family is to have a suitable housing. Whereas based upon 
the tenth principle of Constitution "The family is the fundamental unit of 
an Islamic society, and planning should’ be directed toward facilitation of 
family formation, guarding its sanctity, and stability of family relations 
upon Islamic rights and ethics". The thirty first principle of Constitution 
considers a housing commensurate with needs as the right of each individual 
and family. One of the goals and objectives of econo-social development 
should be provision of housing. Therefore the economic plans and policies 
should be drawn in a way to include the required economic activities to 
produce housing suitable to requirements of each family in the overall 


economic activities. 


g) Employment: 


Apart from material poverty, the unemployment will also cause unfavorable 
mental, and social effects which will stop the human growth. Therefore 
creation of full employment has been described as one of the goals and 
objectives of development in the twenty eighth principle and second paragraph 
of forty third principle of Constitution. Creation of full development is 

in itself one of the constructive factors to realize other goals such as 
elimination of poverty, ensuring health, education and housing as it is 
through full employment and using the man's creative and productive powers 

by which the society can meet its basic needs faster and better. 


Other general econo-social objectives in the Constitution including the 
emphasis on increasing the production and self-sufficiency, total strengthen- 
ing of defence power, protection of living environment, balanced and coor- 
dinated development of regions, stopping the extravagance, and applying 
suitable technology are actually supplementing the said goals, or methods 
in its way to achieve the above goals and continue the econosocial move- 
ments with the said objectives. Other goals should be considered during 
the district and regional planning. Agricultural, industrial, and infra- 
structural facilities development will be also realized in connection with 
the above general objectives and should be therefore designed and planned 
in the service of such goals and objectives. 


3. General Policies to Ensure the Goals: 


In order to ensure the general goals and to direct the society to move toward 
the above objectives the general development policies of the first plan are 


as follows: 
(a) To stop Consumerism and emphasis on investment: 


The country's revenues and economic resources are distributed between the 
current expenditures and the investments to increase the production. The 
consumption growth is to be restricted and the saving and investment growth 
to be stressed and encouraged during the first plan so that the production 














and economic power of Iranian Islamic Republic may develop faster through 
increase in investments. 


It is anticipated that adopting such policy the present consumer society 
will be changed to a society with strong and sufficient production power to 
cover the man requirements, stepping the fast consumption pace during the 
first plan and increasing the production capacities it will be possible to 
enjoy a higher standard of living by using the locally developed capaci- 
ties during the following plans. 


(b) Agriculture; the fundamental axis of development: 


In view of the fact that acquiring independence is one of the most essen- 
tial goals and objectives of development the agriculture will enjoy a 
special significance in development. In fact one of the independence char- 
acteristics is the local production of essential goods nceded by public. 
Achieving the economic independence requires that food stuffs requirements 
are produced locally as much as possible. The country is currently depen- 
dent upon foreign imports so far as the food stuffs are concerned. There- 
fore the accelerated development of agriculture is essential to alleviate 
such dependence and acquiring self sufficiency in production of food stuffs. 


Considering the significance to achieve self-sufficiency in production of 
food stuffs the agricultural development enjoys priority and importance 

in the overall strategy of economic development. Such priority will place 
the agriculture as the fundamental axis and the forerunner of country's 
economic development during the next ten years. The nacional resources 

will be applied to agricultural development in the first place, and in 
development of other sections meeting the requirements of agriculture will 
receive similar priority as well. Industries, infra-structural installation, 
and services will be developed in the first place toward meeting the require- 
ments of agriculture and i. connection with its development. 


‘c) Researches Development: 


In order to achieve the economic independence, increase the economic, polit- 
ical and military powers of the country and remove the ma's growth obstacles, 
the Iranian Islamic society should increase its power to find suitable 
solutions to problems and economic, social, and political improvements. [as 
nublished] Now that blessed by the Islamic revolution Islamic culture is 
developed in Iran, thinkers and great men in sciences and technology should 
be trained in such a school and culture so that not only an Islamic and 
powerful Iran can be developed through the fruits of their academic and 
research works but other Islamic and human societies may benefit as well. 
Considering the significance given in Islamic school to thinking, research 
and scruting to further knowledge of the world and enjoy the divine blessings, 
and considering the brilliant records of this school to produce scientists 
and to develop sciences and technology, researches and higher educations are 
considered of high importance in Islamic society of Iran. [as published] 
Development of research and supporting the spirit of initiation in all 
academic, technical, and cultural fields and to encourage the researches 














as described by the third principle of constitution should be considered 
and stressed in development plans of all economic and social sectors. 
Higher education toward training pledged researchers and conducting basic 
and fundamental researches plays an important role. The Islamic Iran 
should turn into an accredited center of sciences and technology, a center 
which will also teach others how to use science and technology toward the 
man's happiness and enhancement under the high instructions of Islam. 


(d) Development of Side Activities to increase the incomes of farmers and 
tribesmen: 


Farmers and tribesmen are some of the most deprived and oppressed groups of 
society. While suffering from deprivation, these two groups are among the 
very few productive levels of our consumptive society. In order to Protect 
the interests of such oppressed groups and also to discourage them to 
emigrate to towns and join the consumptive urban dwellers, development of 
suitable side industries and productive activities in rural and tribal 

areas to increase their incomes is one of the policies considered in the 
first plan. Developing such activities, farmers and tribesmen can use their 
free time in side productive works to earn a higher income and enjoy a 
better life. 


cso: 4600/361 











IRAN 


COMMENT ON FIRS? FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 1983-1987 


Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 8 Feb 83 pp 5-11 


[Part III] 


[Text] (1) Stopping the growth of Large Cities and Population Settlement 
Policies: 


The growth of large cities in Iran during the past, like other dependent 
third world countries, was not led toward a healthy [?] economic development 
and for the sake of production requirements. Large towns were centers of a 
kind of brokerage and a consumptive life which are unreasonably assimilating 
and consuming the country's economic resources which belongs to whole public 
and the areas concerned. Preventing the improper growth and concentration 
of population in large, medium, and small towns, and to develop a wide and 
homogenous rural texture in different areas forms the general settlement 
policy of the first plan. The population movements and settlements will be 
directed considering the distribution of natural resources such as water and 


useful economic activities. 
(m) Emphasis on Planning Expansion and Penetration: 


Having wiped out the old system, its traces should be also wiped off and a 
new man of an Islamic culture should put the Islamic Republic system in 
order. In view of the fact that the constitution considers the system of 
Iranian Islamic Republic based upon proper planning, and whereas planning is 
one of the effective tools of economic administration of a society, the 

need to generalize the planning culture is understandable. Particularly the 
adaptation of Planning to Islamic standards and eventually making Islamic 
planning procedures should receive special attention. The management 
efficiency and administration of establishments will be increased and their 
coordination with general plans ensured through expanding the planning 
culture and applying it. Extravagance and excessive frugality will be 
stopped, and problems or restrictions caused by lack of coordination will 

be prevented. Direction of facilities and resources toward achievement of 
specific goals during certain periods and improved application of facilities 
will be also resulted from expansion of planning culture. Some of the 
government agencies and subsidiaries have been simply a number of cavities 
to absorb the development budget appropriations without having sufficient 
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outputs against the allocated resources or rendering effective services or 
products. In an Islamic society, it is absolutely essential to change such 
phenomena and the different agencies should produce and or render services 
to society with sufficient efficiency agair.. every rial they withdraw from 
the treasury. To achieve such object, the agencies, institutes, government 
companies and subsidiaries are required to increase their operation through 
internal planning and coordination with country's overall plans, and using 
the resources thus deployed they should help their own development and thus 
provide the economic development facilities of the country. It is only in 
this way that a considerable portion of the government's public budget will 
be released to be spent on cultural, infra-structural fields and to aid the 
oppressed levels of society. 


(n) Preparation of Major Provincial Plans: 


In view of the provinces essential role, the need to consider the provincial 
facilities and abilities, and also to develop the develop the deprived areas, 
it is necessary that major plans of provinces should be considered with suf- 
ficient details during the next session and plans to remove the existing data 
and statistical bottlenecks are made immediately to achieve the object. [as 


pub lished ] 
(o) Protection of Living Environment: 


The living environment section will follow on the whole a trend which would 
ensure the reasonable and continuous benefiting of the living environment 
in a way that while maintaining the balanced relations of living, it will 
also provide for the man's growth and enhancement. In order to realize the 
objective the economic and social activities should be directed toward a 
point where while enhancing the living quality it will prevent irreparable 
losses to living environment and also repair the unfavourable traces of the 
past. Achievement of such objective will be possible through living 
environment researches, evaluation of environment's bearable capacity, 
selection and placement of technology suitable to and in accordance with 
conditions of living environment, offering the required guidelines and 
regulations on productivity of living environment resources and preventing 
the destruction and pollution (both quantitative and qualitatively). The 
public training, and attracting their participation in the living environment 
field forms a major foundation which should be considered in social and 


cultural objectives. 
4. Forecast of Population Growth: 


The population forecast forms the basis of estimating the econo-social 
requirements of the country. Considering the lowering of age of marriage, 
the expansion and popularity of marriage caused by a change in social visions 
and values on forming the families, it is expected that the population growth 
rate which has been about 2.9 percent annually during the past years will 
increase to average about 3.1 percent annually during the next plan. On 

this basis, the country's population will be increased to 47,110 million by 
the end of first plan from the current number of 40,437 million in 1361. 
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The current male population of the country which is about 20,67 million will 
amount to 24 million and the female population from the present 19.8 to 
about 23 million by 1366. Such development shall cover changes in population 


structure of different age groups as follows: 


School age Population (figures in thousands) 


Year 6-10 yrs. 11-13 yrs. 14-17 yrs. 18-21 yrs. 22-24 yrs. 




















1361 5540 3205 3699 3112 2102 
1366 6807 3381 4229 3688 2516 


Population by age groups (figures in thousands) 











Year Below 15 yrs. 15-64 yrs. 65 and above 
1361 18099 21140 1198 
1366 20878 24893 1339 


It is expected that the country's urban dwelling population factor will 
increase from the current level of 51.07 percent in 61 to 54.09 percent 

by the end of 1366. In other words it is estimated that the rural dwelling 
population of the country will increase from the current 19.78 million to 
21.6 million and the urban dwellers from 20.65 to 25.48 million. 


5. Growth of Gross National Product and Development of Different Econo- 
Social Sectors 


In this part, the growth of gross National Product and development of dif- 
ferent sectors computed in consideration of objectives approved by Economic 
Council are outlined. Table No. 1 will define the gross national product 
and its parts during the first plan. Table No. 2 shall present the share of 
each part in total gross national product. The gross national product is 
actually computed out of the total added value of different sectors. 
Economic sectors listed in table 1 include agriculture, oil, industry, 
mines, water, power and gas, construction (residential and non residential) 
and services (including education, health, social security and welfare, 
transportation, communications and other services). The added value of each 
sector shall represent the net increase of total product resulting from the 
activities of that sector. Such information as contained in Table No. 1 will 
be used to study the production structure of an economic system and its 
objectives. Surveying the added value share of different sectors in the 
total gross national product shall reveal what sectors (agriculture, indus- 
try, etc.) will have a higher degree of importance and changes of such 
shares will gradually determine that the economic system objectives is 
inclined to consider which sectors to be more important. The growth of 
national gross product which is the total of different sectors added value 
is likewise representing the production power growth of an economic system. 
The average growth of national gross product shown in Table 1 is 8.9 per- 
cent per year during the first plan, and the average growth of national 
gross product without oil during the same period is 7.0 percent per year. 
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Considering the population growth rate of 3.1 percent per year, the per 
capita gross national product will have a growth rate of 5.8 percent annually 
and the per capita gross national product without oil will have an annual 
growth rate of 3.9 percent. Such growth rate will be attainable for a 
country with adequate power, facilities, and manpower. However in the case 
of our country with all types of post-revolution problems, economic embargo 
and other eroding policies of expansionists and the effects arising from 
[word illegible] requires an all out effort to achieve such growth rate. 

The present report shall give a picture of how to attain such growth rate 

as well as the fields in which a continuous effort and stress is necessary. 
The significance and roles of different sectors to ensure the growth of gross 
national product, economic and social development during the first plan are 
ziven as follows: 

Table No. 1 

Gross National Product at Factors, Classified by Major Sectors 
Figures in billion rials at fixed prices 


1358 1359 1360 1361 

l Agriculture 1369/6 3170/4 1430/7 1439/6 

2 Oil 3961/1 1087/7 1267/2 1753/9 

3. Industries and Mines 1533 1384/7 1405/8 1600/9 
3.1 Industry and Mines 746/8 652/5 754/6 872/5 
3.2 Water, Power, and Gas 90/1 75/9 61/1 72/1 
3.3 Construction 696/5 656/3 590/1 656/3 

-Residential Buildings - - - - 
-Non-residential "™ - - - - 

+ Services 4312/4 4528/8 4605/1 4466/9 
Total (at cost of factors) 11176/5 8371/6 8708/8 9261/3 
Total without oil 7215/4 7283/9 7441/6 7507/4 

‘Table No. 1 continued] 

1362 1363 1364 1365 1366 

l Agriculture 1560/4 1678/2 1763/6 1887/0 2019/1 

2 Oil 2033/4 2357/5 2733/3 3168/9 3674 

3 Industries and Mines 1858/6 2122/4 2420/0 2760/9 3144/7 
3.1 Industry and Mines 995/1 1135/0 1294/5 1476/5 1684/0 
3.2 Water, Power, and Gas 81/0 (89/5) (99/1) (112/1) (128/2) 
3.3 Construction 782/5 (897/9) (1026/4) (1172/3) (1332/5) 

-Residential Buildings 237/8- -269/3- -307/8 -351/4- -399/5- 
-Non-residential "™ -547/7- -628/6- -718/6- -820/9- -933/0- 

/, Services 4600/0 4807/0 4999/3 5174/3 5346/0 
Total (at cost of factors) 10032/4 10935/1 11916/2 12991/1 14183/8 
Total without oil 7999/0 8577/6 9182/6 9822/2 10509/8 














Table No. 2 


Percentage of Gross National Product Percent 


1362 1363 1364 1365 1366 

l. Agriculture 15/3 15/1 14/8 14/5 14/2 

2. Oil 20/3 21/6 22/9 24/4 25/9 

3. Industries and Mines 18/5 19/4 20/3 21/3 22/2 
3.1 Industry and Mines (9/9) (10/4) (10/9) (11/4) (11/9) 

3.2 Water, power and gas 0/8 0/8 0/8 0/9 0/9 
3.3 Construction (7/8) (8/2) (8/6) (9) (9/4) 
-Residential buildings -2/3- -2/5- -2/6- -2/7- -2/8- 
-Non-residential " -5/5- -5/7- -6- -6 /3-- -6/6- 

4. Services 45/9 43/9 42/0 39/8 37/7 


Gross National Product at Factors Prices 


100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 


5.1 Agriculture: 


The agriculture sector has four sub-sections of Farming, Livestock breeding, 
Forestry, and Fishery. Based upon the guidelines set by the Economic Council, 
the agriculture is forming the essential axis of country's economic develop- 
ment. Ensuring self-sufficiency in agricultural Products with due attention 
to a suitable nutritional and sanitary pattern based upon traditional Iranian 
and Islamic customs and habits is considered one of the most important steps 
toward achieving the economic independence. 


lt has been considered that there will be an annual growth rate of 7 per- 
cent on the average in agricultural sector during the first plan. Consider- 
ing the particular nature and the past operation of agricultural sector, a 
seven percent growth rate is estimated to be a high rate for this sector. 
Achieving such a growth rate requires an all out effort and coordination on 
the part of government, farmers, tribesmen and the Islamic Revolution insti- 
tutes. In addition, the selection of procedures and methods to reach the 
said growth rate which should be in accordance with Islamic rules on the one 
hand and applving the modern technology and experiences on the other has to 
receive special priority and should be included in agricultural sector plans 
accurately and clearly. The point which places agriculture as the basic 
axis of the economic development requires the following measures: 


The sector should have adequate growth rate to actract sufficient investment. 


-Other production sectors of economy should make their plans toward supplying 
the raw materials, machinery, and or products consumption of this sector to 


the required extent. 


-The government's infra-structural services plans (roads, water, power, fuel, 
communications, etc.) should be deployed toward meeting the production 
requirements of Agricultural sector. 





-The government should get effectively and continuously involved in gui- 
dance; research, education, and particularly supplying the inputs and offer- 
ing technical, infra-structural, credit and welfare services, and specially 
act directly and on time in fair distribution of services among true farmers 
and deprived tribesmen, and strongly avoid interference in affairs which the 
farmers and tribesmen are able to handle by themselves. 


-Provide facilities to increase agricultural products and raise the employ- 
ment level in rural and tribal areas, as well as adopting proper budgetary 
and pricing policies, the exchange relationship should be changed in favour 
of agricultural sector. Such pelicy while increasing the agricultural prod- 
ucts will also stop the emigration of farmers. 


-Endeavour to make reasonable distribution of lands through legislating the 
required laws and carrying out the plans to restore uncultivated lands and 
to establish a proper utilization system toward supporting the farming and 
family utilization system as well as tribal livestock system. 


-To apply a suitable technology through identification of existing methods and 
techniques in rural and tribal society, to improve and complement it, to 
conform it with the existing conditions and train them of the new discover- 


1es. 


-To conduct the required scientific researches on farms and tribesmen 
economic and social problems, and the regional requirements in accordance 
with climatic, economic and cultural characteristics of each region and 
training the farmers and tribesmen of the outcomes and results. 


-Io expand free participation of farmers to organize joint ownerships and 
co-operatives. Such participation which causes increase in efficiency through 
increase in production scale should be handled in a way not to restrict or 
render impossible the traditional and private farming, livestock breeding 


and fishing. 


-To establish a credit system based upc: recognition of credit requirements 
within the framework of sector's general plan and policies, and to concen- 
trade the banks and credit organizations in a way to make the fair, proper, 
simple, local, and adequate distribution of credits possible. 

-~Encourage and stimulate Islamic participation between labour force, mind, 
landowner, seed, and garden through farming contracts to ferther utilize 
the public investments and to development and Islamic assistance. 


-To provide facilities in restoration and utilization of uncultivated and 
tbandoned lands based upon Islamic rules, and to avoid allocating all such 
facilities to government itself. 


The added value of agriculture and its sub-sectors during the different 
vears of the first plan is given in Table No. 3. 














Table No. 3--Added value of Agriculture and its sub-sectors during the years 
of first plan (in billion rials, 1361 fixed prices) 


1362 1363 1364 1365 1366 

Amount Amount Amount Amount Amount 
Added Value of ‘ 
Agriculture 1540/4 1648/6 1763/6 1887/0 2019/1 
-Farming 814/8 876/1 941/9 1012/7 1088/8 
-Livestock Breeding 671/6 707/0 744/4 783/5 824/8 
-Fishing 7/8 9/9 13/5 15/7 19/9 
-Forestry 46/2 55/2 64/8 75/1 85/6 


The total added value of this sector in the above table as well as other 
tables of this section has been determined considering the goals set by the 
Economic Council. Classification of sector's added vaiue to different sub- 
sectors have been determined considering the past trend and the preliminary 
data given in sector reports. [as published] The classification is pre- 
liminary and it will be revised if necessary upon receiving further reports. 


The above sub-sectors added valued represent the economic importance of each 
sub-sector in the total sector. [as published] Whereas the added value 
figures and its growth rate represent an index showing the level of emphasis 
and attention given to growth, therefore it will be taken as the basis of 
many economic calculations including allocation of investment resources. 


The general aspects of added values production plan of each sub-sector are 
outlined as follows: 


5.1.1 Farming: This sub-sector is actually the most important sub-sector 
of agriculture so far as its share of added value is concerned. It has been 
estimated that there will be a growth rate of 7.5 percent in this sub-sector 
which is higher than the average growth rate of agriculture. Apart from the 
need to solve the fundamental problems including a decision on agricultural 
lands ownership during the first plan, the increase of added value will be 
substantially handled through the following methods: 


To increase the productivity of farming unit and utilizing the available 
cultivated lands, to increase the cultivation lands, to increase efficiency 
in using the available water resources, production, reproduction, and dis- 
tribution of principal and verified high quality seeds of irrigated and dry 
farming products of all types, to offer technical, training, and expansion 
services, to encourage combination of farming with livestock breeding, to 
encourage alternative farming, to encourage improvement of farms “=hrough 
levelling and application of proper cultivation, care, and harvesting pro- 
cedures, development of biological pest control, to increase dry farming 
output, making the required facilities for farmers to use improved seeds, 
making available timely of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, agricultural 
implements, and financing effective agricultural credits. 


It is necessary to carry out in the same period projects in the water section 
to make dams, new canals, and other plans to further harness rainfalls in a 
way that it will be possible to increase the cultivated lands during the 


second plan. 


CSO: 4600/364 


h~ 
re? 
CD 











LRAN 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1983-1987) 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 15 Feb 83 pp 5-12 


[Part IV] 
(Text] 5.1.2 Livestock Breeding: 


Livestock breeding is placed as second most important so far as its share of 
added valued is concerned. [as published] It is projected that the average 
added value growth of this sub-sector will be about 5.3 percent annually 
during the first plan which is lower than the estimated average added value 
of farming sector. There are two basic reasons to justify the matter, first 
the growth of livestock breeding will greatly depend upon the increase and 
improvement in farming subsector which is the substantial supplier of 
fodder. Secondly the unreasonable usage of pastures has subjected it to 
destruction, and therefore attention to rebuild the pastures will naturally 
restrict its use by cattlemen. 


The general growth policies of this sub-sector are as follows: Attention and 
urge to restore the traditional livestock breeding through offering sanitary, 
nutritional, credit, and expansion services in rural and tribal areas. 


-Highest utilization of the existing mechanical livestock breedings. 
-To encourage the farmers to combine farming and livestock breeding together. 


-To cross breed and increase the efficiency of livestock and poultry breed- 
ing. 


-To provide facilities and encourage farmers to increase fodder productions. 


-To provide financial and technical facilities for tribesmen for their par- 
ticipation and co-operation to restore and improve pastures. 


-To supply poultry feed and try to produce and properly distribute day old 
chickens and the required feed and medicines. 








5.1.3 Forestry: 


This sub-sector is ranked third within the frame work of agriculture so far 
as the added value is concerned. The average growth rate is aboutll6./ 
percent annually during the first plan. The general policy in this field is 
reasonable utilization of forestry and pastoral resources. The utilization 
of such resources should be combined with restoration activities in a way 
that taking off from the said resources will be offset and fundamental 
efforts will be made in restoration and destroyed forests and development 


of grass coverings. 


The Ministry of Agriculture is substantially responsible to organize the 
forestry operations and should provide facilities to restore the destroyed 
forests through adopting popular procedures, carrying out trees and shrubs 
cultivation projects, and its proper utilization. 


5.1.4 Fishery: 


Although ranked fourth so far as the added value is concerned, however the 
fishery will have an average annual growth rate of 26.4 percent and thus 
holding the highest growth position among the agricultural sub-sectors. 
Considering the restrictions in livestock breeding, fishery is of special 
importance so far as the supply of protein materials is concerned. The 


availability of large fishing sources in Persian Gulf, Sea of Oman, and Caspian 


Sea provide some considerable virtual facilities for the growth of this sub- 
sector. The growth of this sub-sector will require to make and carry out 
projects in the following fields.: 


-To develop infra-structural fishing installations and equipment by the 
government. 


-To develop storage facilities, marketing, and development of fishing 
industries in a large scale by the government. 


-To develop exportable and exchangeable products including caviar, etc. 


-To develop mechanical and traditional fishing methods and to raise the 
production quality. 


-To encourage the local fishers in co-operatives and companies as free 
options, to supply fishing tools and equipment along with a suitable pricing 


policy. 
-To develop and encourage by-industries of fishing. 


-To encourage the co-operative and private sector to invest in piscicul- 
cure and the economic use of river-basins. 


5.2. Oil: 


Considering the guidelines set by the Economic Council, the average growth 
rate of oil sector has been determined at 16 percent per year during the 
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first plan. Although the sector is considered the most important source of 
supplying the foreign exchange, however in view of the objective to ensure 
the economic independence, it is necessary to reduce the share of. the said 
sector to finance the foreign exchange sources. The reduction of sector's 
share in earning the foreign exchange revenues is a long range plan and 
needs the provision and support of the agricultural and industrial sectors 
so that they may gradually reduce the country's dependence upon imports by 
increasing their productions and giving higher potential to exports. 


The oil production during the first plan shall be determined with considera- 
tion to the needs to finance the local requirements as well as supplying the 
required foreign exchange resources. Such foreign exchange resources will 
be required to finance the required investments to lay the foundation of 
basic and infra-structural industries, to operate the available industries 
as well as reconstruction of defence power and developing the strategy in 
foreign exchange reserves. Needless to mention that development of non-oil 
exports will receive great stress, and oil exports will finance the differ- 
ence between the foreign exchange amount required and the exchange earned 
from traditional, agricultural, and industrial non-oil exports. 


Consequent to unreasonable utilization of oil and gas resources in the past, 
part of the available reserves are no longer useable. It is therefore 
necessary to consider the conservation and preservation of oil and gas 
reserves and to avoid irregular utilization in future. The highest use of 
resources should be made using recovery methods and gas injections. 


The oil sector was alienated to the national economy before the revolution 
and did not have much chain-lile connection with the rest of economic 
system. fas published] The products of this sector were substantially 
exported and raw materials particularly tools and equipment required for the 
sector were imported from abroad. Thus the infra-structural installations 
of the sector including roads, power, telephone network, etc. were supplied 
privately and in a way not to be accessible to other economic sections. 

This was the reason why the oil sector was considered as an alien sector 

to the country's economic system. One of the basic changes required in this 
field is the oil sector's Planning toward co-operation with industrial sector 
in locally designing and producing the tools and parts required by the oil 
industry. In the other hand it is necessary that coordination in provision 
of infra-structural facilities and drawing the infra-structural plans with 
ncies concerned are made in a way that such plans are included in the 
mework of country plans. The outlines of the sector's plans can be sum- 


tr 
marized as follows: 


age 
a 


1. To conduct exploration and drillings to find new resources, to develop 
researches toward transfer of technology and increase the technological power 
of the country to achieve self-sufficiency in oil technology and to maximize 
the usage tumover of oil resources. 


2. To produce and export oil toward financing the foreign exchange reserves 


in accordance with the guidelines set by the Economic Council as well as to 
supply the energy required by industries, agriculture, and other sectors 











(as oil products) and within the framework of country's comprehensive energy 
plan. Conservation and preservation of resources to make the highest 
utilization of oil and gas reserves should receive close attention and the 
following priorities should be considered in production of crude oil. 


First priority: Highest authorized production of oil reserves jointly 
exploited with neighbours towards ensuring the highest interests of country. 


Second Priority: Highest production continental plains oil reserves in 
compliance with proper engineering rules of underground resources due to the 
short life and high expenses of marine installations compared with identical 


land installations. 


Third Priority: Production of crude oil from the southern oil fields con- 
sidering the proper principles and conservation of resources. 


3. Close co-operation with national government and non-government industries 
toward supplying the parts, tools, materials and equipment required in the 


oil sector. 
5.3. Industry and Mines Sector: 


The industry and mine sector will have an average growth rate of 14 percent 
annually during the first plan. The added value growth of this sector clas- 
sified by industry and mines sub-sectors are shown in table No. 4. Achieve- 
meni of such growth requires an increase in operations of the capacities 
evailable in this sector as well as development of new production capacities. 
The significance of each sub-sector, development and increasing policies of 
operations are outlined as follows: 


Table No. 4. Added Value of Industry and Mines Sector During First Plan 


(1362-66) 
Added Value 1362 1363 1364 1365 1366 
Industry and Mines 995.1 1135.0 1294.5 1476.5 1684 .0 
Industry 895.5 1021.5 1165.0 1328.8 1515.5 
Mines 99.6 113.5 129.5 147.7 168.5 
9.3.1. Industry: Industry is one of the major and sensitive sectors of 


economy. The importance of this sector is in the increasing role it can have 
to meet the society's requirements, attainment of independence and self- 


sufficiency. 


in meeting the society's requirements, the industry is specially important 
to restore the country's agriculture and helping the growth of this vital 
sector with which it has close connection. The industry plays a basic role 
in the growth and self-sufficiency of products by offering intermediate 
industrial materials, equipment, tools, and supplies to farming, livestock 
dDreeding, forestry, and fishing sub-sectors. In addition, the industry 
should turn the products of the said sector to end-user goods and thus per- 
form its duty to supply the food and clothing requirements of society. 

















The industry has an important role to meet the requirements of society of 
basic goods including clothing, medicine, and housing, and finally the coun- 
try's defense facilities and equipment which is considered one of the most 
essential needs to protect the independence of Iranian Islamic society 


should be supplied by this sector. 


In development of productive employment, industry is one of the most impor- 
tant sectors which can be effective to save people from Poverty, deprivation, 
and unemployment by developing useful and productive jobs. The role of this 
sector can be more sensitive when it can expand suitable handicrafts and use 
the idle times of farmers to increase their incomes and thus stop their 


emigration to towns. 


In the field of econo-social relations in industrial sector chances can be 
provided to benefit from legal activities and supplying the income generating 
facilities to people by organizing private and co-operative industries as 
described by the constitution, and finally the industry should make sub- 
Stantial contribution to direct the country to leave the single product 
economy by exporting industrial goods and providing the ground for economic 


independence. 

he annual growth rate of industrial added value has been estimated to be an 
average of 14 percent. Such growth rate will be achieved in the first place 
through highest utilization of installed capacities to be followed by 
installation of new capacities. In order to realize the growth rate the 
industrial plans are to be drawn in consideration of the following policies: 


Policies to increase productivity and higher utilization of the existing 


a * 


capacities including: 


-Improvement of management systems through development of training manage- 
ment techniques as well as adopting unconcentrated system of executive manage- 
ment in government and private industrial units. 

-To increase the number cf work shifts in production units where there is 
local demands or the chance to export their products to make the highest 
utilization of the available production equipment and to increase the produc- 
tive employment. 


-To improve the maintenance and repairs systemof units. 


-To improve the labour relations and the disciplinary regulations governing 


th ereon. 
following: 


2. The policies to increase the internal shares shall include the 
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3. The policies to increase the technological {?] powers: 


To design industrial production systems (including refineries, cement plants, 
power stations) using skilled and experienced powers and assigning the local 
production units to manufacturing of different parts as much as possible. 


-To develop designing and manufacturing industrial equipment and tools. 


-To develop copying and making comparable designs in production stages of 
foreign parts and equipment. 


-To further train those employed by industry toward increasing specializa- 
tions and skills benefiting from facilities of technical and professional 
training institutes and particularly production units. 

4. The industrial commercial policies shall include: 

-To draw the imports policy of industrial goods in a way that the required 
equipment, tools and parts can be supplied by diversified sources so that no 
particular country can individually affect the development and improvement 
trend of our country through control over imports of such goods. 


-On the other hand, the said policy should be made in a way that too many 
varieties of imported industrial goods can be avoided which shall entail 
large problems by itself. However considering the different types of equip- 
ment and parts currently in operation and the need to make full utilization 
of them, supply of spare parts for such equipment should be easily possible. 


-Considering the government's role in foreign trade, the purchase policy of 
intermediate materials and general equipment should be coordinated with 
government purchase centers and measures are to be taken to handle such 
purchases through them gradually so that mass purchase benefits and exer- 
cising unified policies in international market can be applied. 


-In order to achieve the anticivated growth rate during the first year of 
plan it is necessary that supply of raw materials and parts required by the 
industry is considered as of early 1361. 


-To draw exports and imports policies and regulations in a way that it can 
ensure the support and encouragement of local production and export of indus- 
trial goods. In exports of industrial goods, deployment of exports through 
establishment of mandatory quotas for units concerned can be considered. 


5. To develop industries producing essential goods including clothing, 
medicine, and their pre-requisites to ensure supplying the local needs in 
the shortest possible time. 


6. To develop and support defense industries to ensure self-sufficiency in 
defense requirements as much as possible and to attract participation of other 
industrial units in this field. 











7. To develop agriculture-related industries producing agricultural inputs 
or using agricultural products in a way to make achievement of agricultural 
development goals in supplying its industrial needs possible. 


8. To develop intermediate and machine making industries and to increase 
the share of such industries in the total industrial productions in a way 
that such industries can supply the local requirements of intermediate goods 
and machinery to a large extent in future when the imports power of the 
country is reduced by reduction of oil exports. 


9. To develop petro-chemical industries which considering the large oil and 
gas resources, its by-products can have a substantial share to replace the 
oil exports while supplying domestic requirements. 


10. Attention to establish and develop the required industries to manufac- 
ture materials and products required in development of country's gas supply 
network including pipes, connections, meters, gas valves, etc. In view of 
the fact that considering the large gas reserves oil should be replaced by 
gas in consumption of domestic energy, development of the said industries 
is highly important. 


ll. To develop construction materials producing industries to supply the 
requirements of construction sector. 


12. To develop suitable industries for rural areas to help the country's 
industrial products, to meet the farmers needs, and to increase their incomes 
towards lowering the difference between urban and rural incomes and to stop 
the irregular emigration of farmers to towns. 


13. While developing fundamental and principal industries, attention should 
be paid to smaller industrial units who are the original industrial nucleus 
of the country. And connections and bonds are to be established between 
smaller industrial units in the one hand and the larger principal industries 
in the other so that these two types of industries can supplement each other 


~~ 


and grow jointly together each other. 


14. To develop industries the products of which shall increase non-oil 
exports. Such group of mineral reserves should receive attention which shall 
bring Iran comparative benefits at international markets, and such industries 
should be developed which could turn the said minerals into industrial 
products to be offered to international markets. 


15. To develop and support the bonds between national industries and the oil 
sector to meet the requirements of this large economic sector. 


16. To develop and expand suitable industrial culture throughout the country 
particularly in deprived areas. 


17. To develop the highest possible productive employment in industry along 
with efforts to increase productivity of manufacturing units. 











18. To co-operate in making coordinated technical and professional training 
plans, and to deploy all the country's technical training facilities in 
higher education institutes and manufacturing units to carry out the training 
plans to solve the shortage problems of skilled and specialized manpower 


for industries. 


5.3.2. Mines: 


The growth rate of mineral products has been estimated to be about 14 per- 
cent per year during the first plan. The sector is important so far as the 
supply of raw materials of home industries and the materials required in 
construction sector is concerned. The preliminaries to establish new indus- 
tries to make the highest possible use of mineral products will be provided 
during the first plan in a way that the sector's products may be assimilated 
by the home industries through increase of mineral operations in future plans. 
It is not the economic policy of Islamic Republic government to export crude 
therefore the industries to be established in connection with mines is 
required to be developed toward creation of further local added value so 
that the home made end-products can be exported if necessary to provide for 


non-oil foreign exchange resources. 


Guidelines and policies of mineral development during the first plan are as 
follows: 


-Mines to be operated necessarily by the government in accordance with the 
constitution of Islamic Republic should be specified so that other mineral 
resources may be used and operated by the non-government sector to meet the 
industrial and construction requirements of the country. The rules and 
regulations governing the government and nongovernment operations should be 
made and carried out within the framework of Islamic laws. 


-To identify the raw material requirements of existing industries and indus- 
tries to be established in future, and to start the exportation and operational 


plans on such basis. 


-~Sand, gravel, stone, and other materials required in construction which is of 
special importance during the first and following plans should be supplied 


adequately by this sector. 


-The required government and non-government organizations and operating 
>rocedures of explorations, equipment and operations of resources should be 
esiened and necessary institutes and units are to be established. 


Considering the importance of mines sector in self-sufficiency and economic 
independence in co-operation with industrial sector, the relative benefits 
of export goods should be studied and the ground of added value growth of 


minerals are to be planned. 


-Research programs have to be made and carried out by the mines sector in 
co-operation with universities to further identify the country's minerals 
as well as to evaluate the available resources reserves. 
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OPERATION OF NATIONALIZED INDUSTRIES CRITIQUED 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 25 Jan 83 pp 6-9 


[Report by Mr Shafiyeh, managing director of the Organization of Nationalized 
Industries] 


[Text] While from long ago the need of handing over again a part of nation- 
alised industries to the private sector is being hummed and while it is said 
that the industries affiliated to the government are running at loss and 
that the government cannot contrive to run them at profit, the authorities 
of the nationalised industrial units and the Organisation of the National 
Industries stress that not only some of these industries have overcome the 
past difficulties but also they are in a position to yield profit. They 

say these industries have shown a remarkable growth as well. The concerned 
authorities say, "The resolution of the industrial and productive units' 
problems and difficulties under the supervision of the organisation of 
National Industries and working out a particular industrial programme by 

the government is a leap towards economic and industrial independence and 


self-sufficiency. 


The same authorities continue that at present the production units affiliated 
to the Organisation of National Industries is faced to the difficulties such 
as scant foreign exchange, low out put, absence of basic planning and poor 
manazement. A seminar was conducted in order to study the problems and 
difficulties of the factories affiliated to the Organisation of National 
Industries in Khorrasan province. The solutions were discussed in order 

to overcome the present problems. 


The concerned authorities of industrial affairs believe that government's 
support and reinforcement to the heavy industries and production units’ 
expansion on the basis of internal requirements and framing a specific 
financial and banking policy will solve the problems of the factories 
affiliated to the Organisation of National Industries. Similarly, these 
authorities present some facts and figures which depict that the national- 
ised industries have achieved a considerable growth and progress under the 
vovernmenta! management after passing by the past problems. 


One of the basic problems of the governmental industries including the 
factories attached to the Organisation of the National Industries is the 











absence of clear-cut industrial planning. After the triumph of the Islamic 
revolution, a great part of the industries belonging to the capitalists 
attached to the former regime was owned by the government. After taking 
over these units the government endeavoured to elevate the rate of produc- 
tion and remove numerous problems of these factories. The industrial 
observers think that the biggest problems of the state-owned factories and 
attached to the Iranian Organisation of the National Industries is their 
severe dependency on world imperialism. These observers believe that the 
industrial dependency has always created several problems for the govern- 
mental industries after revolution. The problems of the industries attached 
to the government became more acute with the start of the imposed war and 
economic sanctions by the world majer powers. Due to scarcity of raw 
material and foreign exchange restrictions and due to lack of a correct 
management, the rate of production declined in some of the factories 
attached to the Organisation of National Industries. A few months after 
the start of the imposed war the government adopted new plans for confront- 
ing the economic problems ensued from the imposed war. After the imple- 
mentation of these plans and as a result of efforts and work by the workers 
and the experts of the industrial units affiliated to the Organisation of 
Nationa! Industries, the rate of production increased gradually. Of 
course, the basic problems of these units were not solved due to the absence 
of guild policy's compilation on the basis of revolution's requirements. 
Anyhow, the authorities of the Organisation of the National Industries say 
that despite many problems which are witnessed in the production units and 
affiliated to their organisation, the production level of these units has 
climbed as compared to the year 1358 and 1359. Moreover, the whole workers 
and experts of these factories are trying to maintain the production in the 
organisation's factories up to the desired limit. As we have mentioned 
before that the present problems of the organisation's production units are 
the scant raw material and shortage of skilled management. In the opinion 
of the concerned authorities, these problems have possibly led to a fall in 
production rate of some of the factories of the Organisation of the National 
Industries or “hey may not have yielded the required profit. 


“he minister of Industries and the authorities of the Organisation of the 
National Industries say that the lack of profit of some of the industrial 
units affiliated to the government has made some people hum for the handing 
over of these industries to the private sector. The minister of Industries 
believes that to raise this issue that the Organisation of the National 
Industries is not capable of managing the factories under its custody 
cannot be true. In the opinion of the minister of industries and authori- 
ties of the Organisation of the National Industries, the factories covered 
by the organisation yield required out put according to the statistics 
available. Similarly, the concerned authorities believe that the problems 
of the production units attached to the government are due to the quality 
of their construction and wrong way of investment during the past regime. 
Therefore, their basic problems will not be solved by handing over them to 


the private sector. 
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Views of the Managing-director of the Organisation of Nationa! Industries. 


As it was said the main problems of the units covered by the Organisation 
of the National Industries are scant foreign exchange, old and worn out 
machineries, high interest rate, high interest expenditure on the compan- 
ies' assets and low out put with regard to the planned capacities. Mr. 
Shafiyee, managing director of the Organisation of National Industries 
says if the present situation of the national industries be studied, we 
will come to know that these units were not running at loss in 1360, more- 
over they yielded profit. The statistics show that the companies covered 
by the Organisation of National Industries were at a loss of Tomans 6 billion 
in 1359. Keeping in view this that these companies were indebted about 
Tomans 3.5 billion to the banks, the loss of this organisation has reduced 
to Tomans 2.5 billion in 1360. In this way, the factories suffered iron a 
loss of about Tomans 3.5 billion which is equal to the same rate of bank 
interest our which belongs to the companies. [as pub] ished ] 


Mr. Shafiyee continued, "In fact, the interests be omitted. These companies 
were not at loss. It is necessary to tell this issue that Tomans 950 
million of this loss was from Polyacryl Company". This factory is one of 
the key industries and its loss can be expected. From the total losses, 
Tomans 340 million belongs to the Pars factory. A great portion of these 
losses is due to payment of bank interests. Therefore, if we don't consider 
these two factories attached to the Organisation of National Industries and 
if we don't pay any interest, then in fact all factories covered by the 
Organisation have been heading towards yielding profit”. 


Regarding the all other problems of the nationalised industries, he added, 
"The nationalised industries have got many problems and the biggest of these 
problems is the shortage of foreign exchange. I believe that in order to 
overcome this shortage, the desired foreign exchange should be estimated. 
Later, in view of the needs industries to the raw material, the required 
foreign exchange be allocated to them. With the implementation of this plan 
and programme, the dependency rate of these industries on fireign countries 
will be made clearer and admittedly when the disease is discovered it will 


A 


be easier to cure it”. 


He said, "The other issue is the financial problems of the companies. The 


industries of clause (C) and (B) have peculiar financial problems. The 
industries of clause (C) have unhealthy financial texture and this texture 
has affected the financial problems of the factories. Industries of 


clause (B) too had unfavourable financial position and due to their owners 
being indebted to the bank, such factories owe Tomans 40 billion to the 
country's banks. But now the financial position of these factories has 
improved since they are repaying their to the bank". [as published} 


——d 


Production statistics of the nationalised factories. 


One of the issues raised by some people is this that the production statis- 
tics of the factories covered by the Organisation of National Industries 
show low figures. Therefore, in order to raise the production rate, these 











factories should be transferred to the private sector. The authorities of 
the organisation of National Industries believe that the issue of fall in 
the production level is not correct. Rather, they say the production rate 
of the factories attached to the organisation has gone up. 


Mr. Ghulam Reza Shafiyee, managing director of the Organisation of National 
Industries says, "The production rate of some of the factories covered by 
the organisation has gone higher, at present than what it was before the 
revolution. Some of the industries had not been put into operation before 
revolution. These industries have been put into operation after the revolu- 
tion which cannot naturally be compared to the past time. If we keep in 
view the production level as a whole during 1357, these industries had a 
perceptible decline in productions and this decline became more in 1358 and 
1359. The clear reasons for their decline in production were poor manage- 
ment, shortage of skilled and committed labour, shortage of raw materials 
and having no market for their sale. In order to procure raw material, we 
are in need of importing it from abroad. But in 1360, the production rate 
has been going up which led to an increase at the rate of 10.67% production 
as compared to 1356. 


However, Eng. Hashami, minister of industries too believes that the produc- 
tion statistics of the units covered by the Organisation of National Indus- 
tries and the government show an increase. He believes that those who are 
humming for the transfer of governmental industries to the private sector, 
they are not after loss yielding companies, but they are after those com- 
panies which fetch profit. 


Prime Minister's View 


About the transfer of governmental industries to the private sector and 
problems of the productive units affiliated to government, Eng. Musavi too 
believes that if a zovernment factory reaches to state of yielding desired 
profit, then this question arises that how such a profit making factory can 
be handed over to private sector. The premier believes that the government 
has no decision at present for shifting the industries covered by the 
Oreanisation of National Industries and all other governmental units to the 


private sector. 


peaking in a press interview he has said in this regard, "we believe that 
f the cap-itabs of public and private sectors are used in production it 
be in the interest of the country's economy and the society's poors. 


as published} 
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Impoverished Management 


It has been referred to before that poor management of some of the indus- 
tries covered by the Organisation of National Industries is one of the 
present problems. This problem alongside the all other basic problems of 

the government industrial units has been a reason for the people, who support 
the transfer of nationalised industries to the government, to claim that 

the industries covered by the government have been running at loss from 











30 to 40 per cent. These people claim that if the situation goes like this 
the Iranian industries will not be in the desired position during some up 
coming years. In this regard, Mr. Ghulam Reza Shafiyee says the inter- 

fere of irresponsible organs in the administrative affairs of the factories 
is one of the important issues. [as published] He adds that the worn out 
machineries and technical difficulties of the factories is also one of the 
problems. The machineries should be repaired thoroughly. Because, he said, 
it will lead towards industrial growth and development. He continued that 
major actions have been taken in this regard already. 


Regarding the future of the Iranian industries, Mr. Shafiyee said, "The 
economic target of Iran is based on the slogan "Independence, Freedom, 
Islamic Republic". It is the desire of the Iranian authorities and the 
people to create an independent industry. At present 95% of our productions 
are dependent. We are marching ahead to remove and reduce this dependency. 
Our hard working brothers are preparing and making spare parts and raw 


material. 
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BUSHEHR GOVERNOR GENERAL REVIEWS PROJECTS 
GF162030 Bushehr Domestic Service in Persian 1330 GMT 15 Mar 83 


[Text] A meeting of the Bushehr governor general, Mr Nasri, the mayor of 
Elam and representatives of the Islamic societies of departments, consti- 
tuencies, factories and Islamic councils of Bushehr reviewed problems and 
difficulties in the city. After reviewing the problems, views and proposals 
of those present, the Bushehr governor general addressed the meeting and 
said that the government is determined to prevent migration of villagers 

to the cities. For this purpose the government has adopted a policy of more 
services to the villagers and has put this policy into effect after the 
victory of the Islamic revolution. 


After stressing that the municipalities should be self-sufficient, he 
referred to the necessity of public cooperation in all fields to resolve 
urban difficulties and said: My dear citizens by paying their municipal 
taxes can help this organ in its performance to offer more urban services 
including surfacing of streets and avenues. Mr Nasri also said that the 
Islamic societies, as representatives of various organs and bodies, should 
be able to help the governorate general to supervise these functions. 
Referring to development activities in Bushehr Province, he said: In the 
past year, compared to other provinces, while keeping in mind its possi- 
bilities, the highest budget figures have gone to Bushehr Province. He 
added: The budget allotment for next year is 4.6 billion rials and it has 
been totally appropriated. From the 2.4 billion rials of additional credit 
a great deal has been spent on development. So of the total of over 

7 billion rials in the budget, over 97 percent has been utilized. [Figures 


as heard] 


He added that for next year, 10 billion rials has been budgeted with 7 
billion of it as part of the sanctioned budget and 3 billion rials will be 


added through the year. 


At the end, the meeting decided that some representatives of the Islamic 
societies and the local councils should pursue matters raised in the meeting 


to achieve necessary cooperation. 


cso: 4640/153 
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BRIEFS 


FEARS OF VIOLENCE IN EUROPE--Fears of new outbreaks of violence between pro 
and anti-Khomeini elements have grown following incidents reported in the 
past two weeks from Paris, Stockholm, Hamburg, Rome and a number of other 
cities. Tehran radio has reported some of the incidents, including the one 
in Sweden, and Iranians in some cities have reported new faces around who 
may be fresh "troops" sent into battle by the Tehran regime. French police 
are reported to taking the suggestions of renewed activity serious following 
the reported abduction for two days of the son of Capt Behzad Moizi, the 
Shah's former pilot who has defected to stay in Europe. In related fields, 
some residents of Spain report a hardening of attitude to Iranians particu- 
larly since the visit of Iranian foreign minister Ali Akbar Velayati to 
discuss trade and other matters. Those living in France have been less con- 
cerned over the continuing camoaign of vituperation against the French 
emanating from Tehran since the Iraqis announced the French were supplying 
planes and weapons to the Iraqi forces. Kuwait is the other country singled 
out for warnings by the Tehran regime again in the past weel. [as pub- 
lished] [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 108, 10 Feb 83 


pp 3, 4) 


FEMALE STUDENTS 'RELENT' OVER VEIL--According to the Tehran media several 
female under-graduates of Tehran university have written to university's 
students selection office asking to be allowed to resume their studies now 
that they have decided to wear the Islamic veil. The female students, who 
were purged because in the past they did not wear veils, have written: 

"The Imam has said that criteria for judgment must be based on the people's 
present day behaviour, not their behaviour in the past," the students were 
said to have written. "Accordingly, we wish to say that today we do wear 
the Islamic veil. Therefore, the selection committee's assertion that we 
did not wear the Islamic veil in the past will no longer be held against us. 
It cannot be an excuse to prevent us from continuing our studies."’ The 
papers did not report whether these female students were finally re-admitted 
to the university or not. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 


No 108, 10 Feb 83 pp 5, 6] 











DEATHS OF GUARDS SPARK RUMORS--It was inevitable that the announcement that 
seven senior officers of the revolutionary guards had been killed at the war 
front should set off rumours in Tehran that the men had died as a result of 
terrorism and not by accident. Observers wondered why so many top men should 
have gathered in one place to be killed by a sporadic burst of shellfire. 
Others recalled the deaths of the top military commanders in an air crash 
that was widely rumoured to have been the result of sabotage two years ago, 
and speculated that someone could have taken revenge. [Text] [London IRAN 


PRESS SERVICE in English No 107, 3 Feb 83 p 2] 


FARS COMMANDERS APPOINTED--Colonel Sayyad-Shirazi, commander of the ground 
forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran appointed Colonel Sohrabi as the 
commander of Fars operational headquarters and the infantry division and 
Colonel Karimizadeh as the commander of Shiraz armored garrison. [GF061405 
Shiraz Domestic Service in Persian 1500 GMT 5 Mar 83] 
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